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he year is into its very last months and the hopes ar 


that it will end on a positive note. The economic slump 





finally seems to be receding and world over economi 
recovery has become a topic of discussion. 

With the good news coming in albeit a bit slowly, smiles are 
returning back too. While the financial markets pray for a surge 
in trading, the world leaders are done with another climate 
conference in Copenhagen. 

Amidst all this Jain University also took initiatives 
conserve the environment through awareness programmes 
well as direct action. Our readers can get a glimpse of these 
endeavours in the pages that follow. 


Our column We Care talks about the community radio of 


the University where development is being given a new meaning. 
In the Spotlight of this issue is the Human Networking 


Academy, a unique rostrum where life skills are imparted. The 
cover story explores aerospace industry. Despite the bumpy rides 
faced by the industry at present, it has a future where growth is 
inevitable especially in countries like India where the sector is yet 
to mature. 

With all these serious issues in the foray, the students from 
University still had their share of fun with festivals as well as 
other activities. While the students from Engineering Sciences 
pulled all stops at Infinity, the annual college fest, their 
counterparts at Centre for Interior Designing showcased their 
creations and Taru Sanskriti saw enthusiastic participants. 

In Techno Buzz read about an interesting technology bei 
used to control floods while Business Corridor gives an insight 
into the six sigma technology. Carrying all this and much more 
this issue will give you all a lot to think about. We look forward to 
your reviews and letters at ju.aventure@gmail.com. 


Enjoy reading! 
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Chancellor’s Message 






(> SA each and every institution under the University we 
believe in breathing out the same aura of positive energy as does a 
lush green tree, C TS have time and again in my various interactions 
with the people emphasixed on the significance of maintaining a 


positive frame of m ind... 


Can you imagine a more miraculous sight than witnessing the growth of a tree, watching it 


bloom and bear fruits? It is a delight to revel in the knowledge that the sapling has weathered all 
forces of nature to emerge strong and sagacious, adding value to everything around it. It is with 
similar exhilarated feeling that I witness Jain University and most importantly its student 
community ushering into the New Year. 

In the year bygone, Jain University has gone from strength to strength. It gives me 
immense pleasure to see that our students are being nurtured to contribute constructively in 
the act of nation building, not to mention the many students who have graduated and already 
made it in the world. 

At each and every institution under the University we believe in breathing out the same 
aura of positive energy as does a lush green tree. | have time and again in my various 
interactions with the people emphasized on the significance of maintaining a positive frame of 
mind and that is what we teach assiduously to the numerous students that come in contact 
with us. 

Even in the worst possible time an individual with a positive mindset can find a soluticn. 
When faced with a difficulty that seems to be insurmountable the one thing to be avoided like 
plague is the word 'panic.' A calm mind always achieves more than the one caught in the web or 
panic attacks. Reflect back on the decisions that have lead you to trouble in the past and you 
will find that quite a considerable number were taken when your mind was troubled. Hence, 
such situations are best avoided. 

With this hope that everyone can develop a positive attitude towards life, let us begin 20!0 
on a positive note that reverberates throughout the year. I wish all of you a very prosperous and 


happy new year ahead. 


Dr. R Chenraj Jai 


Message 





Vice Chancellor’s Message 







On a vast, multicultural country like ndia with a burgeoning 
population the onus of educating the people cannot be managed 
satisfactorily by the contributors made by philanthropists and the 
CGJovernment alone. 


Jain Group has always been known for its progressive views and ideas. The journey of this 
educational hub from a college to university is interspersed with the same idea of progress. I am 
elated to present Aventure the quarterly magazine of Jain University which will serve as one of 
the channels of communication for the University. What makes me more delighted is the fact 
that the title Aventure aptly and succinctly describes how the Jain University came into 
existence. 

The word Aventure is the Middle English word for the word Adventure. It means an 
undertaking involving unknown risks but at the same time it also means an exciting or 
remarkable experience. 

These meanings together elucidate the distinguishing features of Jain University. 

Education is basically a service sector aimed at fostering the creation of an egalitarian 
society and has traditionally been supported by philanthropists and later by the Government. 
But in a vast, multicultural country like India with a burgeoning population the onus of 
educating the people cannot be managed satisfactorily by the contributors made by 
philanthropists and the Government alone. We will not be able to secure social justice. It is 
perhaps this realization that prompted the government of India to privatize education. 

However, in a consumer driven society, the conviction and missionary zeal of those 
entrepreneurs to invest in education must be commended. The success of such institution 
depends on their channel of communication, which informs the public and all the other stake 
holders about the vision, the objectives programmes and other things. 

I entrust AVENTURE with the responsibility of serving Jain University as its formed 
channel of communication. 


I wish the editorial team a grand success in their venture. 


Dr. N. Sundarajan 
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Making a 
Greener Future 


The concerns for ee. Mr. Suresh Heblikar, Chairman, Eco Watch 
environmental degradation L N during Inauguration of Bio-park at Jain University 


commenced way back in 
1990s when Swedish 
Scientist expressed concern” 








n a bid to initiate a serious discussion 

on the decadent state of 

environment, Jain University hosted 
a day long symposium on Environmental 
Conservation and Sustainable Use. 

The symposium was a part of 
collaborative project undertaken by Jain 
University, University of New South 
Wales (UNSW) and Prince Songkla 
University, Thailand. During the 
seminar the project fellows from India 
and Australia presented their findings 
along with other counterparts. Chief 
Guest for the occasion was 
Mr. Suresh Heblikar, Chairman, Eco 
Watch. 

The project fellows participating in 
the seminar from Australia included 
Prof. Paul Brown, Head of School, 
History and Philosophy and Convener of 
Environmental Studies at UNSW and 


Prof. John Merson, Director, Institute of 


Environmental Studies, UNSW. The 7 = beet Ge rae 


Le Lee 
session was presided by Sri R Chenraj SE LOBE yen rll A) 
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Jain, Chancellor, Jain University. 
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occasion Mr. Heblikar from Ecowatch 
said, “The concerns for environmental 
degradation commenced way back in 
1970s when a group of Swedish scientists 
from MIT predicted that the planet's 
capacity will be wounded if the frequency 
and scale of onslaught on its resources 
continued.” He further stressed on using 
eco friendly solutions and carefully 
evaluating the consequences of 


development projects before execution. 


Mr. Heblikar also threw light on how 
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environmental degradation destroys the 
life of people who directly depend on the 
nature for their livelihood. He 
emphasized on the integration of 
environmental concepts in the 
development plans. 

Sri R Chenraj Jain supported the 
views of Mr. Heblikar on the need for 


“The 


reclaiming of 


alternative development 


maintenance and 
environment is not the responsibility of 


one individual or a single organization 


























but the entire socio-political culture has 
to be sensitized to the environmental 
needs.” He informed that the group is 
developing a community centre that will 
benefit 108 villages and take care of their 
daily requirements. 

During the symposium, 
Prof. Merson gave a presentation on 
Adaptive Management, Conservation and 
Sustainable Use while Prot. Brown gave a 


presentation on Environment and Culture 


towards India- Australia Collaboration. 
Dr. Choodamani Nandagopal, Dean 
Faculty of Humanities and Social 


Jain University presented a 


Conflict and 


Sciences, 
paper on Conservation, 
Culture. The presentations provided 
useful insights into the environmental 
issues and different factors that govern it. 
On the occasion, the charting of a 
Bio Park by Eco Watch at Jain Global 


Campus initiated. A short 
Watch 


Shepherds on the Move focusing on the 


was 


documentary by Eco titled 
life of shepherd community of North 
Karnataka that were once close to nature 
but now face extinction in the face of 
environmental degradation was also 
screened. The best part of symposium 
students 


They 


displayed enthusiastic participation in 


was the interest showed by 


towards environmental issues. 


planting the trees as well as panel 


discussion on environmental degradation 
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Wek \ Inauguration of the International Conference on Management E 
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International Conferen 


Markets are changing all over the world. These changes 
have also necessitated constant evolution of new 
teaching methods in management education. 











roviding a vibrant generation of creative and 







performance driven students and teachers reads the 


objective of International Conference on Innovation 


“4 


In 


Pedagogy in Business and Management Education organized jointly 
by Centre for Management Studies, Jain University and La 
Trobe University, Australia. 


The conference that witnessed participation of members Innovative Ped 





from universities across the globe proved to be an invaluable 
www.myjainuniversity.com 





education forum. The participants from different walks of 
management along with members of the corporate sector 
deliberated on the innovative and strategic collaboration 
between various universities across the globe. 
f 
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boundaries and brings together radical pedagogical 2 


2 
i SELW SUID NLADS 


$, e 
Bie MOY 
x - s f wy 
The focus was on developing means that traverses et ray y 






‘A ) 





My. KALTAN RANTI 


development, research, training and application. The seminar 


proceeded with the welcome note by Dr. R Chenraj Jain, 
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Swami Sukhabodhananda 
Spiritual Leader 
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Dr. R. Chenraj Jain 
Chancellor, Jain University 
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Prof. David Spencer, 
Associate Dean (Academic), 
La Trobe University 





Chancellor, Jain University after which the gathering was 
addressed by Swami Sukhabodhnanda. The keynote address by 
Prof. David Spencer, Associate Dean (Academic), La Trobe 
University set the right mood for the discussions to begin. 

The panel discussion revolved around the various aspects 
of business and management education. These included 
teaching methods, learning and development, assessment and 
evaluation, demands of the industry and quality management 
in education with Mr. Kalyan Banerjee, the Co-Founder of 
Mind Tree Foundation as the Moderator. The other panelists 
were Dr. Krishnan, Chair Professor of Entrepreneurship 
(IIMB), Prof. Spencer, Swami Sukhabodhnanda, Dr. Kuldeep 
Shastri, Katz Business School, University of Pittsburg, Dr. R 
Chenraj Jain and Rohit Kanauga, ex- B School student. 

The papers presented during the conference focused on 
innovative pedagogy in entrepreneurship education, 
marketing, organization behaviour/ human resource 
management, accounts/ finance, economics and general 
management. Each paper discussed at length the various 


nuances of management education. 
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News & Events 
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nfinity 2009, the annual college fest of 

SBMJCE returned back with a bang. The 

enthused freshers and equally excited 
seniors were seen dancing to several tunes. 
Replete with activities for a wide gambit of 
interests, Infinity '09 gave students an 
opportunity to show their talents outside the 
classrooms. 

The three day event made a head start 
with the preliminary round of the Personality 
Contest. While creative writing showed the 
literary skills of budding techies, light vocal 
solo showed their musical prowess. Acting, 
mime, dumb charades, solo dances and quiz 
ruled the roost as Rangolis with beautiful 
designs adorned the floor. 

Fun continued on the second day with 
the quiz participants awaiting the results 
eagerly and launch of the cultural club, 
Advaya. Antakshari, group songs and dances 


ee Se Se oe 





made it a musical day. But amidst all this the 
debaters in English, Hindi and Kannada 
made their voices heard. Quiz finals, 
Mimicry, and Collage added their own spot 
of fun and creativity to the day. 

The third day commenced on a poetic 
note with lyrical lines flowing in Kannada, 
English and Hindi. Extempore, JAM, on spot 
painting, skit and group dance based on 
theme were the new entrants of the day. 
Painting competition added to the festive 
mood as colours splashed on blank canvasses 
making wonderful visuals come alive. 

Into its third year, Infinity carried the 
sheen of its predecessors and added a luster 
of its own for one and all to remember. 
Participation from students in almost all the 
categories showed the increased interest they 
have these days and the diverse pool of talent 
that the college holds. a 
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News & Events 


have a 








SEAT PLEASE 


The presence of seats in a house or any other establishment is taken for granted. 
However, the students from SBMJC - Center for Interior Design gave an entirely new 
meaning to the concept of seating utilities by their creations... 


ow often do we contemplate on the significance of the 


ubiquitous seats? Not so very often and there are chances 





that we don't do it at all. But seats are one of the most 
important part of furniture. The students of Center for Interior 
Design under Jain University recently organized an exhibition 
showcasing their creations. 

The exhibition based on the theme, ‘Have a seat please’ 
organized by the 3rd Semester students of Diploma in interior 
design, SBMJC - Center for Interior Design gave an entirely new 
dimension to the term seat. 

The SBMJC - Center for Interior Design is a part of Jain 
University that has established its position as a Center of 
Excellence for creativity and under the chairmanship of 
Dr. R Chenraj Jain and the branch is co-coordinated by Ms. Renu. 

The project was aimed at providing a wholesome insight into 
furniture making from conceptual thinking to budgeting, 
materials required and the nuances involved in taking a design 
from the conceptual stage to the completion. 

Designing the seating furniture for the market is not an easy 
job. The number of options available has increased over the years 
and furniture has to fulfill more than one purpose. It has to have 
some value of storage and style. Designing for this exhibition gave 
students an excellent exposure to the 4Ms of today's marketing 
mantra namely, man, material, money and method. 

The students came up with innovative designs that were 


utilitarian as well as chic to go in with a variety of decors. 
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A totally new concept of seating with 
Shelves for decoration as well as 
holding things in place 














=> Chic and Modern, the 
semi-circular seating 
arrangement can be used 
either for serious work or a 
tete - a- tetes- 





F Ever thought of hanging ©) 
clothes under your seat ? 
No? Think again and 
save some space 
/ nie 
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weathering 
the change 


vo de Boer, the Executive Secretary of UN Framework Convention 





on Climate Change was recently caught saying ata talk in Bangkok, 
“It is time now to step back from self interest and let the common 
interest prevail”. 

This critical remark was caused by the deleterious negative impact of 
climate change, becoming more and more evident with devastating weather 
conditions, resulting in widespread hurricanes, cyclones, tropical storms, 
tidal waves and tsunamis in various parts of the world. 

One of the key causes for the climatic change is the increased 
concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere - global warming. The 
safe upper limit of carbon dioxide prescribed by scientists is 350 parts per 
million. Until about two hundred years ago, the amount of CO, was just 
about 275 parts per million. However, over the years it has increased and 
the current level is 390. 

350. org, an international environmental organization headed by 
writer Bill McKibben, organized an International Day of Climatic Action 
on 24 October 2009, with the objective to spread word about this number 
and its significance and promote activities that would reduce the carbon 
content in the atmosphere. 

Jain University organized a couple of events to help support this cause. 
The very first event was to photograph the 'number five’ formed by the 
students of Jain Vidyaniketan and SBMJCE at the cricket ground of the 
college to be sent as part of a visual petition to the UN. A representative 
from the IYCN - Indian Youth Climatic Network - also joined to guide and 
inspire the students. The JVN students planted saplings near Munchies and 
also built a butterfly sanctuary. 


The engineering students went to three remote villages - Somanahalli, 





Tharalu and Thotguppa - at the outskirts of Bangalore. They were divided 


into three teams. Each team was given around thirty CFL bulbs and more n Pes 
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The safe upper limit of carbon dioxide prescribed by scientists is 350 parts per million. 


Until about two hundred years ago, the amount of CO, was just about 275 parts per million 


than thirty saplings which were sponsored by Radio Active. 
Each member of the team visited various homes at the village, 
exchanged the CFL bulb with incandescent bulb and planted 
trees in their backyard. Though a bit disorganized, the work was 
done well. The trees planted were mostly of medicinal value. 

At around 5:30 in the evening, the students reached 
Bangalore to support and participate in the 'Mob Run' and a 
'350' formation in front of Centre for Management Studies. 
The grand finale of the day was a concert held at Bangalore 
Central. 

I have just penned down one of the fourteen events that 
was organized in Bangalore for this cause. Over 5200 events 
were organized around the world for the same. 

As a volunteer, for me, some of the highlights of the trip 
were - making new friends with common interests, changing a 


bulb for the first time, playing cricket while waiting for the bus 





at the village, losing a book in one of the houses and getting it 
back and the traffic block as we started at CMS. 

We constantly heard slogans like ‘Save Earth’. These 
slogans make no sense to me. How am I supposed to save stones 
and dust and more to the point, why would I want to? I would 
like to quote something my co-tteam member Ashutosh said 
“We need the earth, the earth doesn't need us”. Millions of 
species have come before us and have become extinct. But the 
earth still remains. We need the earth but the earth doesn't 
need us. We have to mold the earth to our benefit and make 
sure we, the human species, don't become extinct. So the next 
time you see a cause with slogans such as ‘Save Earth’, join in. 
Because what it means is 'Save the Human Species’. Or rather 


‘Save Yourself 7 
Shalini Menon 


7th Semester, 
Computer Science & Engineering 
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Face to Face 


INTERVIEW | MR. SOMENATH GHOSH 





r. Somenath Ghosh is the Chairman and 


Managing Director of National Research and 





Development Corporation (NRDC). He has 
almost 30 years of technical and management experience in 
engineering, research, technology implementation, 
education & training and marketing. When Mr. Ghosh 
entered the board room of SBMJCE, he was wisdom and 
experience personified. His twinkling eyes spoke volumes of 
knowledge which he was only too glad to share. He was 
visiting the Jain University Campus on the occasion of 
Innovate, a technical competition organized jointly by 
NRDC and Jain University. Kshama Y.C., shares excerpts 
from her conversation with Mr. Ghosh. 

How do you think Innovate would help students? Is there 
anything particular which you are looking for in the ideas 
presented by the participants? 

Innovate mainly aims at providing a platform to 
students to express themselves. We are not looking at any 
one particular criterion. We just want to know the thought 
process of the younger generation; the ideas they come up 
with. 

If we look at a problem, it can be perceived differently by 
each individual and there are several approaches to the 
problem. But, what we are looking for is one optimum 
solution for the problem. We are not looking at the price 
point of the solution; we are mainly looking for the practical 
viability of the idea and how technically sound it is. 

If you look at the technology trends a decade back and today, 
what difference do you find? 

Alvin Toefler has quoted in his book, 'The Future 
Shock' that “The future is approaching us at an accelerated 
speed”. In other words we are dealing with an accelerated 
future. For instance if we take the telephony system, it has 
advanced exponentially through the years. Nowadays, 
mobile communication dominates all walks of life. What we 
have achieved today is what we could only dream about few 
years back. There is a high penetration to the same solution. 


Technology keeps changing, we have to adapt to the 
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technology. The only difference is the pace of change is 


increasing as we move ahead. Change in terms of impact to 
the population in terms of livelihood is enormous; the 
question is how long will it take for India to come to terms 
with sucha change. 

NRDC has been giving license to many Indian technologies 
which are commercially established products like Ayush 64 
and Oil 777 and has done a lot to help the society. What are the 
other activities NRDC is curren*ly involved in? 

NRDC basically deals in “nding solutions for problems 
which we (the Indians) are facing currently. We aim to find 
solutions which are not available to the private sector of the 
society. We focus on products which can be made available 
to all classes of the society - large or small. 

We are currently involved in research work in the areas 
of nuclear science and other large power plant projects. Our 
work also covers automation and pharmaceuticals. 

How do you think technology wi! reach the rural sections of the 
society? 

We deal with technology which is cost effective. The 
problems based on traditiomal knowledge are addressed 
traditionally as per the needs cf the rural. The drugs and the 
pharmaceuticals marketed are mainly based on unani, 
ayurveda and homeopathy. Tris will obviously be accepted 
by masses and will automatically reach out to them and the 
larger sections of the society. 

Whatare the things which you are passionate about? 

I believe interacting wich people is a great way to 

enhance your knowledge. I enjoy interacting with young 


people because the youth havea huge potential for ideas and 


their imagination inexhaustible. They have a gift to perceive with them both. I learnt a lot from them in my early days and 


things from different point of view. interactions with them helped me grow a lot 
I like interacting with students and finding out what is CDC provided the much needed exposure for R & D 
driving them. At home too, I have discussions with my sons and the number of members associated with CDC increase: 
and their friends and their enthusiasm never fails to amaze up to 1000. I started Access mainly to make solutions 
me. available to both private and public sectors. Then, NRD¢ 
In the end what matters is the passion you have towards came up and this has been a huge venture. It all boils down 
whatever you do, along with commitment. to the passion and commitment which you have in whatevei 


You are an IIT graduate; you have worked in CDC, you have been you do. 
associated with the UN, you also started Access Engineering Finally sir, could you give a message for the youth? 


systems Pvt Ltd., and now you are the chairman of NRDC. Feel free to express yourself. If you have any idea, chase 
Would you like to share the secret of your success? it, however small it may be. Ideas are like buses which are 

| started my career in L&T. Both Larsen and Tubro about to leave. You have to run behind them to catch them 
were visionaries and it was my privilege to be able to work don'tjustletitgo. B 
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ClubseSBMJCE 


ECO BRIGADE 


WwW: the temperature soaring up stealthily even as we talk and 
fast depleting natural resources, environment should be 
mandatory concern on everyone's agenda. While the world leaders 
slug it out at international forums, the students of Sri Bhagawan 
Mahaver Jain College of Engineering under Jain University have 
decided to do their own bit with the launch of Eco Brigade. 

To get the audience into the mindset of eco-protection, a 30 
minute film, “Shores of Silence”, basedon whale shark hunting was 
screened during the launch. The Brigade Leaders and other 
volunteers were wearing a symbolic green band. Among other 
things a brief introduction about the club and its purpose was given 
by Syed Rehmatul Ayan of 3rd semester, Mechanical Engineering. 
Ravitheja M. of 3rd semester-Mechanieal Engineering gave a short 
presentation which included video clips depicting the dice scenario 
of the earth's inhabitants face as a result of man's relentless 
exploitation of nature. Through ais presentation he also 
highlighted the necessity of immediate action lest man will perish 
in the shadow of his own misdeeds. 

The Earth's fate rests in human hands. The message of Eco 
Brigade was quire lucid, to succeed in evasion of dire consequences, 
the motto of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to Restore planet Earth 


should be adopted B 


E-CELL : Entrepreneurs in the Making 


A the world rested on a Sunday morning, the future entrepreneurs of SBMJCE woke uv to launch a club especially — 
dedicated to entrepreneurship. According to the members of the E-Cell, the students havecreative minds and they want 
to realize their dreams. Sadly, sometimes they lack experience and appropriate guidance. E-Cellcan be very useful here. 

Such a club would inspire and motivate the students and provide them with the opportunities to develop their qualities 
as an entrepreneur. The cell will also function as a key point in developing networks that will ad the students in their future 
endeavours. 

The Cell will organize different activities towards achieving the envisioned goals. These aetivities will include seminars 
and guest lectures by eminent and successful people in their own fields, intra and inter cellegiate competitions on the 
grounds of entrepreneurship and management skills. @ 
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ADVAYA : Redefining Culture 


We known for its vibrant cultural activities, SBMJCE 


launched a new club, named Advaya (unique). With the 


tagline of ‘unique still united’ Advaya is all set to take SBMJCE on 


another level of cultural forum. 

Dance connects one's mind and body to the greater self of 
nature. The inauguration of club included some of the most 
mesmerizing dances, from classical Kuchupudi to more 
contemporary forms. 

The main objective of cultural club is to provide a common platform to students from various 
branches who want to pursue their interests along with studies. Advaya would train the students 
in oratory skills such as elocutions, debates and extempore, literary events such as creative writing 
and fine arts that would include painting, sketching, cartooning and clay modeling among other 


things. 


TECHO SAPIENS: 
The Technical Blitzkrieg 
























chnology is advancing at such a fast pace today that 
T we do to keep up with it is enough. This 
acquires a special significance when it comes to engineers 
in the making. Techo Sapiens the technical club of 
SBMJCE aims to make the techies more aware of 
technology. 

Techo Sapiens was launched amidst enthusiasm and 
excitement from students of different branches. The 
mood was set with a short film showcasing the miraculous 
achievements of technology followed by a quiz. 

The club would be the meeting point for 
interdisciplinary learning for students of different 
branches. Says a member of the club, “Today technology 
cannot be compartmentalized as just Mechanical or 
Electronics. It requires a basic synchronized idea about 
different branches along with a firm grasp on your 
own branch. Through Techo Sapiens we aim 
to learn the same.” 

The club would also focus on 


organizing seminars, guest lectures and 





workshops on various technical aspects 
and in the process also strengthen g 
' Bar 
networking between academia and industry. J 5: 
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ANALYZING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR MSMES 


ain University has a track record of 
encouraging enterprising spirit in all 
forms. Taking one more step towards 
this 
Commerce and SBMJ- Center for 


motto, the Department of 
Management and Entrepreneurship 
conducted a national seminar on Role of 
Educators in Developing 
Entrepreneurial Strengths among 
Students for Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises- An Indian Perspective. 

The MSMEs form an important 
component of any economy. Their 
importance in a developing country like 
India is further enhanced. However, 
there is a need to make conscious efforts 
in order to present a lucid concept of 
such organizations. The seminar 
specifically focused on this need. 


The held in 


collaboration with the knowledge 


seminar was 


partners Entrepreneurship Development 


Institute of India, Ahmedabad and 


National Entrepreneurship Network. 
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seminar took off after the 


The 
inauguration by Dr. N Sundararajan, 
Vice Chancellor, Jain University and 
keynote address by Dr. R Chenraj Jain, 
Chancellor Jain University. 

The technical session of seminar was 
an enlightening experience with 
Ms. Laura Parkins, Chairperson of NEN 
talking on NEN Initiatives in Promoting 


Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurial 


Jain University hosts a day long 
seminar on MSMEs, to encourage 


individuals and given insight into 
entrepreneurship 





Education- A Case Analysis. 

Apart from paper presentations by 
various eminent scholars, the seminar 
also included a panel discussion that 


yielded several thought provoking issues 





which reed to be addressed to encourage 
entrepreneurship in India. 

The researchers and academicians as 
well as students at the seminar provided 
an insight into the concepts and skills of 
entrepreneurship. It included the 
endeavour to provide exposure to 
opportunities to start up MSME. 

The various discussions and papers 
presented on the occasion threw light on 
the framework and policies for 
MSME and the 
funding such enterprises. 
The 


purpose of bringing forth the 


institutions 


seminar served the 


role of educators in 


@n¢oeu fr 424 fh p 
entrepreneurship. It provided 
them with innovative means of 
sharing information in 
classrooms regarding MSME and case 
studies of the organizations that are 


already running successfully. © 





FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT 


n the 134 million children that are born 


every year, how many get an access to 





financial services in future? More 
importantly what does the lack of this access 
deprive them of? These are questions worth 
pondering. Bhagwan Chowdhry based in Los 
Angeles has some interesting ideas regarding 
it. 

His solution includes a well planned 
Financial Access at Birth (FAB) campaign 
under which an Online Bank Account is 
opened for every child that is born with an 
initial bank account of $100. This account he 
suggests can be opened along with the birth 
registration. The initial deposits with 
accrued interest can be withdrawn once the 
child turns 16. Let us take a quick look at 


what such a proposition would entail 


© Ifa beginning is made in 2011 by 2030 
every child and young adult will 


have access to financial services. 


@ [twill make charity and transfer of funds 


easy at the click of a button. 


@ Assuming that 25 per cent of the 134 
million children being born would not 
need the initial deposit of $100, $10 
billion will be required per year for the 
remaining 75 percent i.e, 100 million 
people donating $100 every year for 100 


million children. 
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As Mr. Choudhry puts it, such a scheme 
will require the cooperation of largest banks 
in the world, the technology companies, and 
philanthropic organizations and of course 


people committed to the cause. 5 
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Winning Team from Jain Universi 
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INNOVATIVE CHALLENGE CONTEST ‘09 


“The resource hungry and energy 
sustained. We have te find 
alternative paths and these would 
like ours.” 
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he team from SBMJCE emerged as winners at the final chapter of 





Innovate India Technology Challenge Contest 2009. The winners 
bagged the first place that constituted a cash prize of Rs. 75,000 
and a citation. Team Drone from SBMJCE comprised Prajwal S., Anurag, 
Ravi, Shreyas and Chandan. The team designed, fabricated and tested a 
radio controlled aircraft that can take off and land while carrying the 
maximum payload. During exhibition 47 short listed entries from all over 
the country were displayed. 

The event was organized by Centre for Emerging Technologies under 
Jain University and National Research Development Corporation 
(NRDC), a Government of India enterprise. It was organized for the first 
time in the Southern zone. First part of the contest was held at Jain Global 
Campus, Kanakpura. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Chairman and Managing Director of 
NRDC, Mr. Somenath Ghosh said, “There has been a tremendous 
response to the contest. The major goal of this contest is to bring the 
student community into the picture and motivate them to come up with 


creative technological solutions for today's problems.” He further added, 
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“The resource hungry and energy hungry model of development we are 


following can no longer be sustained. We have to find alternative paths and 
these would emerge from developing countries like ours.” 

The Chancellor of Jain University, Dr. R Chenraj Jain stressed on the 
need to take the technological benefits to rural areas. He said, “90 per cent 
of the human population is still bereft of the benefits of technology. The 
real challenge is to bring technical advancements within the reach of this 
population. I sincerely believe that the youth today are capable of doing 
this.” 

Also present on the occasion was Mr. M Rahuram, Regional Manager 
NRDC. He expressed his pleasure at the response. He informed that this is 
the third initiative under Innovate India to provide a platform for budding 
scientists to showcase their technological ideas and concepts, the previous 
two chapters of which were held at Delhi. 

The contest witnessed an enthusiastic participation with 73 teams 
from the southern zone. Students and faculty members from the different 
engineering colleges displayed their inventions to an eminent panel of 
judges. 

The technologies showcased spread across various disciplines. The 
participants came up with innovative technologies such as a green circuit 
that can optimize the energy utilization in a room by avoiding unnecessary 
energy usage, wireless signalling systems for real time peripherals, water 
clarification using Moringa oleifera, Fingerprint based ATM, Surveillance 
Robot and many more. 

The panel of judges included Dr. K Ramachandra, former Director, 
GTRE, Dr. S. Seetharamu, Additional Director, CPRI, Dr. Shashi Mohan, 
Joint Director, CPRI, Dr. S.J. Krisnamurthy, former Deputy Director NAL, 
Dr. L.V. Muralikrishnamurthy Reddy, Chairman, Indian Institute of 
Engineers and Dr. G. Gopalakrishnan, Director, NDRF and member of the 


Board of Research for Anna University. © 





Faculty 
Development 
Programmes 


raining the trainers has become 

a timeless corporate adage. In 

keeping with this principle 
based on the appraisal systems, ‘Faculty 
Development Programmes’ are 
conducted for the faculty members to 
improve their classroom performance 
and innovate teaching methodologies. 

The programme conducted spread 
over three days comprised of general 
sessions, inter disciplinary and and 
subject oriented sessions. Experts who 
have made a mark in their chosen fields 
were invited to share their experience 
with the faculty members. 

In addition to this, the internal 
Quality Assurance Cell as a part of its 
quality drive arranged a one day seminar 
on Full Bright Fellowships. This 
awareness programme was graced by 
Prof. R L Kashyap, Prof. Eureritus, 
Pindue University, USA and Dr. M K 
Sridhar, the Secretary of Fulbright 
Alumni Association. Many Indian and 
American recipients of the Fulbright 
Fellowships shared their experiences on 
the occasion. 

This programme will be followed by 
workshops that would aim to facilitate 
the faculty members from Jain University 
to obtain the Fulbright Fellowships. The 
programme was also attended by the Dr. 
N. Sundarajan, Vice Chancellor, JU, 
Prof. K.S. Shantamani, Chief Mentor 
and Dr. B T Venkatesh, Center Head and 
faculty members who are into core 


research. B 
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Lecture by Prof. P.K. 
Srimani, formerly, 
Professor at Bangalore 
University on Numerical 
Methods and Ancient 
Mathematics organized by 
the Department of 
Mathematics 


‘A Guest Lecture was 
organized by the BCA 
Department on Introduction 
to Professional 
Applications in Software 
Development 


ews Snippets 


“Mr. Arul, Project 
Manager, Ariba S/w 
technologies gave an 

informative talk on S/w 
Build and Relate 
Management- BCA 


‘Mr. Imraan Ali threw light | 


on career options with a 
talk on the Introduction to 
Clinical Research and 
Career Options- Dept. of 
Chemistry. 


‘Lecture by Prof. K.R. 
Balasubramanyan, 
Emeritus Professor, IIA 
on Antennas- Dept. of 
Electronics 
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Language is one of the 
major factors that 
influence the dissemination 
of information. A talk was 
given by Sri Keshav Karn 
on the topic Soochna 
Prodyogiki Kranti Mein 
Hindi Ka Mahatva — Dept. 
of Hindi 


Vasanthi Hariprakash 
from NDTV delivered a 
guest lecture on Mass 
Media and Responsible 
Journalism - Dept. of 
Journalism 








Mr. Mouli, Sr. S/w 
Manager delivered a talk 
on S/w Quality 
Management- BCA 


Dr. K. P. Sandhya 
delivered an 
enlightening lecture 
focusing on the basic 
aspects of Psychology- 
Dept of Psychology 


Dr. Basavanna sensitized 
the students and faculty 
members to the Origin and 
Development of 
Contemporary Psychology 
at the lecture arranged by 
Department of Psychology 


‘Dr. Vibha Choudhary 
on Regenerative 
Medicine at a talk 
organized by 
Department of Life 

Sciences 


Sri Virendra Jain discussed 
the various aspects of the 
syllabus patterns and other 
related aspects in the 
discussion on Hindi 
Pathyakram Nirdharan. 


A National Seminar was organized by the Department of 
Hindi. Speakers on the occasion were Dr. Suryabala, Sri 
Himanshu Joshi and Prof. S K Goswami. The topics 
included Adhunik Nari ki Asmita ki Prashansa Evam Sahitya 
Mein Uski Abhivyakti; Bharateeya Bhashayein Evam Hindi 
Ka Bhavishya; Shodh Sambandhi Samasyayein Evam Unka 
Samadhan. 


‘Sanskrit is one of the most precious gifts 
of our ancient times. The Department of 
Sanskrit organized a seminar — Into the 
Future with Knowledge form our Past to 

highlight the significance of Sanskrit. 
Eight eminent speakers presented there 
views and ideas based on the theme 
during the seminar. 


The students from Department 
of Journalism learnt the tricks of 
the trade with Mr. G.V. 
Somashekhar at a workshop on 
Media and Non- Media Writing 


and Editing. They also got an 
insight into the world of 
cartooning at the exhibition of 
cartoons by Mario Miranda. 





The department of 
Sanskrit organized an Inter 
Collegiate Fest Samskrita 


U.N. World Habitat Day 
was marked by various 
activities on part of the 


students from the Dinotsava. The day long 
Department of Arts and Fest celebrated the 
Commerce. essence of Sanskrit 


A lecture on Reaction 
Mechanism was delivered 
by Prof. K V Ghanshyam- 

Dept. of Chemistry 


The Department of Hindi 
celebrated Hindi Divas 
with intercollegiate 
competitions. The 
Department also organized 
inter- collegiate 
competition Trishna. 


The one of its kind inter 
collegiate fest on 


performing arts mesmerized 


one and all. 


Login Abdhi- a unique Inter 
Collegiate Fest organized 
by the Department of 
Computer Science and 
Arts proved to be a 
learning experience for all 
the participants. 








-Lecture on Astro- Physics 
by Dr. Jayanth Murthy 
organized by the Department 
of Physics 
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ducation encompasses a plethora 

of issues and concepts that one 

cannot even begin to quantify. A 
wholesome education has to fulfill a 
much greater task than merely providing 
degrees for a successful career. Out of 
these reflections and observations was 
born the Human Networking Academy 
under Jain Group of Institutions almost a 
decade back. 

The Human Networking Academy is 
dedicated to formulate programmes that 
are people centric and concentrate on 
boosting team spirit and personality 
development. An innate trait of a well 
rounded personality is the awareness of 
his self and surroundings. The twin 
programmes of Vishva Chaitanya and 
Vishva Charna work towards building 
this awareness. The first phase under the 
academy ran for a period of seven months 
wherein all the staff and students under 
the organization received training. Many 
described the 


of these participants 


experience as nothing less than 
exhilarating. 

The students are of impressionable 
minds and more than one of them suffers 
not because of lack of potentials but 


inability to fully utilize the potential. The 


Spotlight 


nature is the purest joy of life 


stressful demands of competitive age we 
dwell in and peer pressures often push 
them over the edge. Vishva Chaitanya 
helps them to realize their own potentials 
and create a greater awareness of self and 
surroundings. 

The theme of the whole programme 
is based on is itself inspiring. It talks of 
the universal consciousness that controls 
and directs all the movements of nature. 
To make man a part of this greater 
consciousness and expand the mind, the 
project uses the science of Yoga. 

Yoga is accepted worldwide as a 
therapeutic as well as meditative science 
that can do miracles for the human body 
and mind. Yogasana and Yogadhyana 
under Vishva Chaitanya form a perfect 
blend to enhance mental capacities and 
keep the body fit. 

While Vishva Chaitanya revitalizes 
the body and mind, Vishva Charna 
encourages the spirit of adventure and 
kindles the fire to live life to the fullest. 
The various sports and events under this 
programme is meant to help create a 
consciousness of a person's intrinsic 
traits of concentration, determination 
and stamina. 


The major activities include 


parasailing, rock climbing, navigation, 


nature camping, river rafting and visits to 


the adventure sites. During all the 
activities the participants stay close to 
nature and develop a better 
understanding of its various elements 
including themselves. 

A thorough and open observation of 
Indian culture, its ethos and values form 
another vital objective of programmes 
under HNA. It initiates open discussions 
and sensitizes students to values and 
ethical issues. 

All the programmes are supervised 
under the guidance of trained 
professionals who are deft in handling 
exercises, adventure sports as well as 
psychological issues. 

HNA gives students a break from the 
stressful environs and helps them to cope 
with the challenges of life better. The 
programmes also help the individuals to 
channel their energy in the right 
direction and become more focused. 

In an era where there is a constant 
pressure to move on without a single stop 
that alienates people from their culture 
and fellow beings, HNA is a unique 


initiative to keep the human touch alive. 
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AEROSPACE INDUSTR 
MAKING INROADS 
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Interestingly, the first phase of growth 
in aerospace industry was the result of 
the First World War during which 
several missiles and military aircrafts 


were developed. 5 5 
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ntil the 18th century a man made aircraft that could 

actually carry the human beings was treated as a 

culmination of man's wildest dreams to fly like the birds 
in the sky. At best it was considered a non viable option. 

But that was the past. Just a look at the current scenario and 
it is evident that air traffic is as common as rail, road and water 
these days. To be precise, we have come a long way and so has the 
aerospace industry. One of the most high profile industries in 
the world, Aerospace is poised to make rapid strides in the 
future. It is also one of the largest industries in the 
manufacturing sector in the world. 

Interestingly, the first phase of growth in aerospace industry 
was the result of the First World War during which several 
missiles and military aircrafts were developed. In the past few 
decades, the Gulf war and the declaration of war on terror by 
United States has heightened the concerns of defence. This in 
turn has charted a path for further development in the aviation 
sector. 

The Global Aerospace Market Forecast conducted by 

RNCOS predicts rapid growth in civil airlines, increase in 


ENNYI ne 


private airlines and a growth in manufacturing, especially in the 
private airlines. The market in private airlines is held mostly by 
the global players. Some of the key players in the area are Boeing, 
United Technology Corporation, Lockheed Martin, Northrop 
Gunman, Honeywell, BAE Systems and Raytheon Company. 
As the global aircraft industry is seeing potential growth, India 
has become an important stakeholder. The availability of 
technological know how and skilled labour have proved 
favourable for India 

However, this phase of growth in Aerospace Industry is not 

merely the result of the demand in defence sector. It is also being 
fuelled by the surge in demands for aircrafts and aerospace 
related know how to enable smooth services. In the past few 
years air traffic has increased and budget airlines have attracted 
the travellers. The airways, once a means of travel for only the 
elite have opened up to the masses now. In India a number of 
private carriers such as the SpiceJet, Indigo, GoAir, Kingfisher 
etc have surfaced which offer low cost travel by air. 
Asia is predicted to be one of the major driving forces behind the 
global aerospace market. The growth in the civil aviation sector 
in India and China will create more demand and as a result 
more opportunities, from both manufacturing and services 
point of view. 

Thanks to the development in the industry, aerospace 
engineering has become the choice of many who want to pursue 
a career in this industry. Broadly speaking, aerospace 
engineering deals with the design, construction and science 
related to aircraft and spacecraft. The specializations in the area 
deal with the areas such as structural design, navigational 
guidance and control systems, instrumentation and 


communication. 
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The specializations can also be attained in a particular 
product such as military aircrafts, passenger planes, helicopters, 


satellites, rockets and other related products. 


Aerospace engineering draws on several other branches of 


engineering and its concepts are imported from mechanical, 
electronics and communications, electrical, metallurgy etc. to 
name a few. 

In the past five years a number of jobs in the aerospace 
industry have made their way to India. These among others 
include control system design, embedded development, high 
level aeronautical system design, simulation, testing devices, 
cockpit equipment support software, air traffic management 
systems, and composite structuring. The Indian aerospace 
technology outsourcing market is predicted to reach US $155 


millions by the end of 2009. 


Apart from the outsourced jobs, India has its own share of 


manufacturing and research units. Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) is one of the most respected research and 
production facility in the world apart from Indian Space 
(ISRO), 


Development Organization (DRDO) amongst others. 


Research Organization Defence Research and 

A course in aerospace engineering can lead to careers which 
are both rewarding and challenging. The aerospace engineers 
can work in a variety of organizations. This includes armed 
forces, government departments, public and private airline 
operations, flying clubs, development and research 
organizations not to mention own enterprises. 

While there are relatively fewer organizations involved with 


space crafts, there are numerous companies worldwide actively 
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engaged in developing and improving aircrafts and related 
technologies. 

With growth of the aerospace industry, there has also been 
skilled 


professionals are required for various stages in the life cycle of 


a surge in the demand or manpower. Trained 
aircraft production. Besides, there is also a demand in air traffic 
control management and allied areas. The air crew management 
is another promising area in the aerospace industry. 

The demand for manpower in the sector is not completely 
met. And this field provides immense scope for the trained 
engineers. School of Engineering Sciences under Jain 
University proposes has launched B.Tech and M.Tech in 
Aerospace Engineering. The course will train students to pursue 
rewarding careers in the growing aerospace industry by focusing 


on the right areas. 8 
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BRINGING SMILES ON FACES 


ora tender sapling to grow into a strong tree, the 
strengthening has to begin at the roots. 
Likewise, the concept of development and a 


more democratic civic society depends on the degree of 


involvement of its communities. Radio Active, the community 


f 


radio under Jain University is an effort in this direction. 

The concept of community radio and participatory media 
are a direct consequence of the failure of vertical models of 
development. The vertical approach was patronizing at the best 
and made little effort to include the communities. 

Radio active provides a veritable solution to spread 
awareness about issues and provide solutions by directly 
addressing the issues from the grass root level. It works with the 
socially committed groups, educational institutions, NGOs and 
corporate bodies committed to the cause of inclusive 
development. The partnerships help to develop a wider reach. 

The radio broadcasts programmes for a healthy living and 
spreading awareness in various fields. Programmes such as 
fitness hour and Swarna Sandesha act as stimulants to mind, 
body and spirit and constitute a perfect way of starting the day. 

The daily broadcasts also contain special sections on issues 
related to women's health, balancing work and family, single 
parenting amongst others. The programmes also take into 
account art culture and literature with the section, the Flaming 
Plume. 

All the programmes are produced after considerable 
research and consultations with the subject matter experts and 
are as varied in their flavour and contentas they can be. 

However, the utility of Radio Active as a tool for 


development is enhanced by its various outreach programmes 





that focus on the care of the elderly, environment, women 
empowerment, issues related to children, disabled individuals 
and human rights. One of the projects, Revive relaunched in 
August this year is making significant contributions to 
environmental protection and child and women issues. 

Project Revive is focused on sensitizing the populace to 
environmental issues beginning from the primary schools to the 
high schools. The school children trained by Radio Active will 
actively participate in the production of radio programmes 
germane to create awareness and social initiatives for a cleaner 
and environmental friendly city. 

The project involves all the stakeholders in the process so 
they can play an active role in revitalizing the natural resources 
such as air, water, soil and greenery. 

Besides, Radio Active is also involved in a number of other 
projects focusing on the health and nutritional requirements of 
women and children. Besides, Radio Active has also partnered 
with Reclaim India for the project Building Blocks. The project 
aims to impart informal schooling to the children from the age 
of 5-15 years with special focus on numerical skills and basic life 
skills with a goal in view to gradually bring these children in the 
mainstream education. 

The focal point of all the attempts by Radio Active is to 
involve the communities as far as possible in the problems they 
face and to aid the communities to become a part of the 


solution. 
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mployment opportunities are no 

longer bound by conventions. 

People are going for the most 
unconventional jobs that were not even 
in existence a decade ago. And a marked 
shift can be witnessed in the trends for 
the management graduates too. If you are 
a management graduate with a creative 
streak and a will to do things out of the 
box, advertising sector can be the right 
place for you. 

Traditionally, advertising is 
considered to be the dominion of the 
creative hotshots who come up with 
mind blowing campaigns. The word 
advertising itself brings to our mind a 
plethora of ad campaigns where different 
means are used for communicating the 
advertiser's message. 

However the advertising industry is 
also like any other industry and it is there 
to do business. In fact advertising is one 
of the fastest growing industries today. It 
is poised to grow 61 per cent in India and 


spending on advertising in the country is 


Careers 


SUPREMACY 


1 A he te 


likely to touch Rs 36, 731 crores in 2010. 
Globally the industry is predicted to grow 
by 6.7 per cent. It is an important 
indicator of the GDP of any country. 

With the economy growing and a 
number of products making foray into 
the market both in India and abroad 
competition in the market is an all time 
high. To stand out in the crowd all the 
companies are trying to communicate 
with the consumers in a unique way. In 
short, the emphasis on advertising and 
promotion is more than ever. 

To chart a career in this sector it is 
important to understand how the sector 
works. The most lucrative jobs in this 
field lie in the executive and the creative 
departments. The executive departments 
have three extremely important organs 
where management graduates are 
constantly sought. These are client 
servicing, market research and media 
planning. 

Client servicing is all about the 


astute study of the client, the product and 
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the market. This in turn helps to generate 
an understanding of the cost 
effectiveness of the means and resources 
to be used to promote a product. An 
understanding of the client's business 
and its strengths and weaknesses plays a 
crucial role in preparing the strategy to be 
presented to the client, or the account, as 
a client is called in the advertising 
parlance. 

Market research is another aspect of 
the advertising industry. There is a huge 
scope here for those with a specialization 
in operations research or statistics. 
Market research involves collection of 
data on the product, probable and 
existing competition, consumer 
behaviour and the existing market for it. 

The data analysis of these variables 
yields information required to make 
changes in the product or use a particular 
factor as the unique selling point (USP) 
of the product during the promotional 
campaign. 

Another important job on the 
executive side in the advertising agency is 
the media research or media planning. As 
the name itself suggests media planning 
is the strategic step. The concerned 
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department determines in which 
medium of communication the 
advertisement should be placed for 
maximum impact. These generally 
include the mass media that is, the 
newspapers, television, radio, outdoor 
advertisings and from a few years, 
internet, mobiles and also one to one 
advertising. 

The media planning department 
also has to take care of the purchase of 
time and space in these media. Effective 
media planners secure the best viewer 
ship and readership slots at the lowest 
possible rates. During all these processes 
in an ad campaign target audience is kept 
in mind. After all, reaching the 
consumers is the principal objective of 
any form of advertising. 

If you have a management degree 
you can qualify for any of these executive 
jobs. This does not mean that the 
possibilities for management graduates 
are just restricted to these departments. 
Advertising industry is based on team 
work and sometimes ideas come from 
most unexpected quarters. Like any other 
sector, roles are often interchanged. 

The composition of advertising 
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industry varies from region to region. It 
has both big and small players. Some of 
the organizations are multinational and 
account for a sizeable chunk of ad 
spending world wide. Dentsu, McCann 
Ericsom, JW Thompson, Ogilvy and 
Mather and Publicis Worldwide 
constitute advertising giants. Most of 
these organizations have branches in 
India. Besides, there are several Indian 
organizations too in the field. Mudra 
Communications is one of the success 
stories that have keld its own place even 
after competition from MNCs. It is one 
of the most respected names in the world 
of advertising today. 

There are several opportunities that 
exist im the advertising agencies. Besides, 
several organizations have their in house 
advertising and promotion teams that 
take care of media buying and selling and 
also market research. All these areas 
present their own challenges and can be 
very stimulating to work in. 

A stint in the advertising sector is 
demanding, immensely competitive and 
at the same time also has its fair share of 
glamour. The advertising industry is 
awaiting you. Are you up to the 
challenge? @ 


Business Corridor 





CONTROL 


Jadian 2010-aventure*35 7 | 


Business Corridor aye 


"In 1981, we developed, as one of the top 10 goals of the company, 
the Five Year, Tenfold Improvement Program. This meant that, no 
matter the operation you were in or your present level of quality 
performance, or whether you were a service organization or a 
manufacturing arm, management's goal was to have you improve 
that level by an order of magnitude in five years. Today, we carry this 
forward with a program called Six Sigma...It's the next major step 
toward 100-percent-perfect performance, which is the only 
acceptable goal." 


hen Motorola developed the Sigma technology to 
gain lost ground in the market due to competition 
by Japanese companies, it was seen as one of those 

massive initiatives that either makes or breaks an organization. 
The quality improvement and cost improvements gained 
by Motorola through this initiative put the speculations to rest. 

Today, world over, the technology has several emulators. 
Six Sigma is a management strategy in bread sense of the 
word aimed at improving the quality of process outputs using 
rigorous statistical standards. The methodology of Six Sigma 
is based on statistical process control techniques, data 
analysis methods and systematic training of the personnel 
involved in the projects. 
The term Six Sigma has a close relation to the 
statistical tools it employs. It is derived from a field 
of statistics known as the precess capability 
studies. The Greek letter Sigma also represents 
a measure of variation, the distribution 
around mean of a process or procedure. 

According to the Six Sigma 
approach, the processes that operate 
with six sigma quality are 
assumed to produce defect 


levels below 3.4 defects 
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per million opportunities (DPMO). Thus the six sigma 


approach works on a progressive basis. By ensuring low defect 
in the first phase itself, the mistakes can be eliminated or 
almost nullified in subsequent phases. 

Six Sigma attained new heights of popularity in the 
industry when Jack Welch of General Electricals (GE) 
embraced the technology to attain high quality outputs of 
processes in the organization. He announced the introduction 
of the methodology at a gathering of 500 managers in January 
1996. 

According to the data provided by the organization, 
significant results were recorded within three years of the 


implementation of Six Sigma standards for production. 
The GE Impact 1996-1998 
Revenues rose up to $100 billion, up by 11 percent 


Earnings leaped to $9.3 billion , up by 13 percent 


Operating margins rose by 16.7 per cent 


Working capital witnessed an increase of 9.2 per cent 








Six Sigma uses the methodology popular as DMAIC which 
defines five basic steps 


@ DEFINE phase involves identifying the customer needs and 
transforming them into project goals, defining the process 
involved and using high level process mapping to map out 


core processes. 


MEASURE involves measuring the current processes 
through yield and DPMO and determining the variability 
contributed by the measurement system to the total 
variability and collecting other relevant data affecting 


processes. 


ANALYZE is the next step where root causes of defects or 
failures is determined. The cause and effect relations are 
established and the vital causes are segregated from the 


trivial ones. 


IMPROVE phase involves optimizing the processes to 
remove causes and defects. Various solutions are tested 


during the process and the results are documented. 


CONTROL phase is meant to ensure standard methods are 
used to measure performance and deviations from the 
target are removed. Process capability is established by 
continuously monitoring the system for sustainability of 


improvements. 


Six Sigma focuses on training the personnel involved in 
the processes and a hierarchy of expertise is built. GE has 
popularized the belt system and the trained personnel are 
categorized as Champions, Master Black Belts, Green Belts and 


soon. 


However, Six Sigma has seen its share of failures, Home 
Depot and 3M being some of the high profile ones. Critics such 
as Joseph M. Juran argue that Six Sigma is just a basic version of 
quality improvement. That it has nothing new and include what 
were earlier called as facilitators. 

But the cynicism of the critics has not deterred 
organizations from adopting the technology, Several big brands 
across different sectors have applied Six Sigma standards 
including Volkswagen, ING, Honeywell, Sony, Ford and many 
more. In India some of the blue chip companies that practice Six 
Sigma include ICICI, ITC, Reliance and WNS. The market for 
Six Sigma in India is likely to grow at three to four times the rate 
that the overall market will grow, 

Several organizations taking to the technology have seen 

significant rise in the quality and decrease in the losses due to 
defects and inefficient processes. 
Often organizations that adopt Six Sigma overlook two very 
significant aspects, the human factor and the innovation factor. 
The success of any technology depends upon the human 
resources involved to a great deal. 

The long term sustainable benefits derived from Six Sigma 
however require caution and careful planning. The 
commitment of top management is one of the major factors 
here. The timing and readiness of the organization is another 
factor as it is managed by different teams involved in the process. 
Also, the processes require to be constantly monitored to stay in 
sync with the innovations. 

The competitive business environment and emergence of 
global markets have made quality a much more significant factor 
than ever. Six Sigma can be an answer to the need of a measure 


of perfection required to maintain quality. _ 
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The flash floods from 


loods have created considerable 
menace across the world. Civil 
engineers and scientists are 
always engaged in attempts to use their 
knowledge to curb these natural 
disasters. Though it is difficult to create a 
system that is fool proof, with astute 
concepts and skills, it is possible to 
mitigate the damaging effects to a certain 
degree. One such initiative has been 
taken in Kuala Lumpur 
Kuala Lumpur, the burgeoning 


capital of Malaysia is one of the regions 


a Kerayong rivers 
lead the Government to commission Storm Water Menace 3 
and Road Tunnel (SMART) in 2003. 





most frequently affected with floods. 

Extensive and fast paced 
development in the city has increased 
industrial activity on the river banks and 
also the population in the area. 
Moreover increased traffic has led to 
several bottlenecks across the rivers in the 
form of bridges. 

The flash floods from the Sugai 
Klang and Kerayong rivers, lead the 
Government to commission Storm 


Water Management and Road Tunnel 
(SMART) in 2003. SMART stands a 


= 


testimony to the efficient use of civil 
engineering techniques to solve problems 
of floods and traffic overflow. 

The project was implemented 
through a joint venture pact between 
MMC Corp Berhad and Gamuda 
Berhad with the Department of 
Irrigation and Drainage, Malaysia and 
the Malaysian Highway Authority as the 
executing government agencies. 

The tunnel begins at Kampung 
Berembang Lake and ends at Taman 
Desa lake. 

It has been built at a cost of 
approximately $514 million and the 
tunnel was opened to traffic in 2007. 
Since then it is handling 30,000 cars per 
day and has been used 44 times to divert 
the floodwater. 

SMART has proved to be effective in 
bringing down the instances of flash 
floods by diverting the floodwaters away 
from the confluence of the two major 
rivers, Sugai Klang and Kerayong that 
run through the centre of Kuala Lumpur. 

The project also includes a storage 
reservoir and twin box culvert to divert 
any flood water. In addition there is a 
holding basin with a diversion and a 
dedicated tunnel intake structure. 

Even though the major objective of 
SMART is to reduce the problems of 
flash 


requirements of reducing travel time 


floods, it also caters to the 


between the Jalan Istana Interchange and 


Kampung Pandan by about 72 per cent. It 


has also eased down the traffic 
congestion. 
SMART is built around a very 


interesting technology. The architecture 
is suited to operate under three different 


modes: 


Mode 1: 


This mode is for no storm and low 


rainfall. In this case no floodwater will be 


diverted into the bypass tunnel, into the 
lower channel or the motorway so that it 


is open to the traffic. 


Mode 2: 
The 


moderate storms. In this case, floodwater 


second mode operates for 
is diverted into bypass tunnel in the lower 
channel of the motorway. Here too the 


motorway is open for the traffic. 


Mode 3: 


This mode operates during major 
storms. In this case, the SMART system is 
activated and the motorway closes for the 
traffic. After the last of the vehicles exits 
the motorway, automated water tight 
gateways are opened to allow the flood 
water in. The motorway will be re opened 


for the traffic within 48 hours. 


Once the flood waters are let in, the 
storm water will be diverted via the 
holding pond, bypass tunnel and storage 
reservoir before it enters the rivers. 

In any multifunctional structure, 
safety measures and ventilation are 
important concerns; tunnels being 
confined spaces require adequate 
protection. To ensure proper ventilation 
and circulation of air, the system has a 


series of shafts, each with a shaft and a 


Techno Buzz 





fresh air injector. The fans situated 


outside the tunnel allow for the 
longitudinal flow and permits the air 
between the shafts to be continuously 
renewed. 

In order to monitor the traffic, 


(CCTVs) are 


placed in the tunnel. These are managed 


closed circuit cameras 
by manned Motorway Control Centre. 
The Centre also receives calls from the 
travelers for help and routes them to the 
concerned departments. CCT Vs in the 
tunnel help them to spot the causes of 
traffic congestion and accidents. 

In addition, a team named as Ronda 
constantly patrols the tunnel to help out 
the motorists. The emergency telephone 
systems and help lines in the system allow 
the motorists to make contacts when 
required. The LED based Variable 
(VMS) 


appropriate messages and traffic advices 


Message Signs flashes the 


to motorists to avoid any confusion 
inside the tunnel. 

SMART is one of the initiatives that 
has reduced the damage by flash floods 
and has also helped to ease the incessant 
traffic jams. Whether similar systems can 
prove to be helpful in other parts of the 
world, that application and time alone 


would tell. @ 
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hey say history repeats itself and 

with a propensity that is insolent 

and amazing at the same time. If 
nothing else, the Nobel Peace Prize has 
gone ahead to prove it time and again. 
The latest controversy has erupted over 
the coveted honour conferred on the 
current President of United States, 
Barrack Obama. 

A stunned world was still reeling 
from the shock when within a few hours 
of confirmation critics gathered enough 
of their wits to launch lethal comments. 
From caustic editorials and columns to 
the verbal lashings, Obama had a lot to 
contend with apart from the euphoria of 
winning the prize. It is a different fact 
that the lashings were meant for the Peace 
Prize Committee but of course in their 
own twisted way they also brought 
Obama's achievements under scrutiny. 

Between 1901 to 2008, 119 Nobel 
laureates have been awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. The Prize made its way 96 
times to individuals and 23 times to 
organizations. Quite a few of these 
choices for bestowing the award have 


stood for not so pleasant scrutiny. 
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Back in 1945 many a brows were 
raised when the Nobel Committee chose 
the former Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull for his efforts to bring peace in 
Western Hemisphere, world trade and 
role in the establishment of United 
Nations. However, Hull's advice to 
President Roosevelt to refuse entry to S.S. 
St. Louis carrying Jews seeking asylum 
from the Nazis created doubts about his 
claim. Many saw the Nobel as a politically 
motivated move to appease America and 
give credence to United Nations. 

Even more controversial was the year 
1973 when the Nobel Prize for Peace was 
awarded to Henry Kissinger, quite a 
prominent figure under the Nixon 
administration and beyond. Kissinger 
shared the award with the Vietnamese 


Duc Tho for his 


negotiations that brought a ceasefire 


diplomat Le 


during the war. However, Le Duc Tho 
refused to accept the award. 

People have often questioned the 
decision of making Kissinger a Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate in 1973 when peace 
was not restored in Vietnam till the much 


later. The claims that Kissinger was 


involved in war crimes during the 

Vietnam War only added fuel to the fire. 
Another controversy was kicked up 

when Gautemalan activist, Rigoberta 


Menchu 


subsequently awarded Nobel Peace Prize 


was nominated and 
in recognition of her work for social 
justice and humanity for the indigenous 
populetion of her country in 1992. Later 
on it was revealed that Menchu had 


embellished 
autobiography. 


several facts in her 

Then just two years later, the 
Committee again faced criticism and 
vehement opposition for the selection of 
Yasser Arafat who was the co-recipient 
with Y tzhak Rafin and Shimon Peres. It 
also resulted in the resignation of Kare 
Kristiansen, a Norwegian member of the 
Nobel Committee in protest of Arafat's 
selection. 

The list of controversial choices for 
Nobel Peace Prize does not end here. But, 
no onecan deny the prize has maintained 
its popular position even when dogged by 


criticism. g 
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f / 
Herta Muller, Germany | 
Cited as one who with the A pa A 
concentration of poetry and 
the frankness of prose, Barrack Obama, USA 
ee ae athe For his extraordinary efforts 
P to strengthen international 
diplomacy and cooperation 
between peoples. 
+ 


Blackburn Carol Jack W. Szostak, USA 


W. Greider, USA 


Elizabeth H. 
Blackburn, USA 


For discovering how telomeres, through the enzyme telomerase, 
protect chromosomes against degradation. 
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Willard S. Boyle, USA George E. Smith, USA 


Charles K. Kao, China 
Charles K. Kao has been awarded the prize for his 


groundbreaking achievements concerning the transmission 
of light in fibers for optical 





Oliver E. Williamson 


Elinor Ostrom 


Ostrom has been selected for her analysis of economic 
governance; especially the commons while Oliver E. 
Williamson for his analysis of economic governance, 

markedly the boundaries of the firm. 


CHEMISTRY 





Venkatraman Thomas A. Steitz, USA Ada E. Yonath, Israel 


Ramakrishnan, U.K 


For studies of structure and function of the ribosome. 
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he war on the turf of World Wide Web recently got hotter 

with the launch of Birg, a new web search engine from 

the stables of Microseft. Bing is being marketed as a 
‘decision engine’ that gives a user more control over his or her 
search. 

Steve Ballmer, CEO of Microsoft Corp. is touting it as the 
next big thing in the search engine market. Currently, Microsoft 
ranks third in the United States Search Engine Market after 
Google and Yahoo. The launch of Bing is being perceived as an 
attempt by Microsoft to capture 1 greater share in the market. 

Microsoft has put in efforts to give the search engine a more 
attractive look along with added features. The home page has 
attractive backgrounds that change everyday. Various options 
such as Images, Videos, Shopping, News, Maps and Travel have 
been integrated into the home page to give the users a choice. 

Some of the interesting features added to attract the users 
include localized information. which can be helpful to find 
information related to immediate neighbourhoods and localities. 
The head honchos at Microsoft -laim that the decision engine will 
pre wide users wit h a better real tame search expe rience. 

In a bid to be different, Microsoft is all set to add Twitter feed 


entries from prominent users to Bing. The company is also 


x 


banking upon features such as Cash Back 
where the shoppers get some part of their 
money back after shopping online. Bing 
offers an option for them to open and 
maintain an online account to keep a 
track of how much cash they have 
accumulated with the cash back option. 

Another feature of Bing being 
marketed by Microsoft is Price Predictor 
that advises customers on when to buy air 
tickets for maximum benefits. They also 
claim that Bing is designed to organize 
search results better so that the users can 
easily and quickly locate contents that 
matter most. 

Apart from this while searching for 
videos and images Bing gives the users 


option to view the results at a particular 


resolution and size. Besides, the table of 


contents on the left hand side gives 
quicker access to subjects related to the 
main search. The user can cut out the 


time on the back and forth option here. 


f The search history is enhanced by silver 


light scores a point higher than Google in 
terms of utility. 


In order to capitalize on the mobile 
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- www. WebTrends com 


Self-Leaming Search Optimization.Automated. Intelligent. Infinite. 


ViGeos WebTrends Ad Director 
Lycos Dogpile Web Search 


Dogpile.com makes searching the Web easy, because it has all the best search engines piled into 


Ask Jeeves Search 


one. Go Fetch! 
Engine 


www. dogpile. com 
Internet Search Engines 


Top Internet Search AltaVista 


Engines 
www altavista com 

Dogpile 

Yahoo Search Engine Recommended 


Free People Search 
Engines 


Lyrics Search Engine 


phone users, a special mobile phone 
application of Bing is also there. The feel 
of the search engine is good and 
navigation is smooth. It is more 
interactive and the previews are better. 
Though many of the features were 
already available in Google like Image 
search and Map are more prominent on 


Bing. 


The self explanatory nature of 


marketing campaign for Bing has 
generated some excitement in the users. 


Here is an ad campaign for a search 
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engine that in earnest is telling users that 
you can search the following through me. 
And it is definitely creating some ripples 
as the new kid on block. 

But the bigger question is will it be 
able to maintain the captured interest 
and break Google's stronghold in the 
area of search? The sheer database of 
Google cannot be matched by Bing easily. 
Even though Bing gives better search 


results than the earlier Live Search 


version of Microsoft, the question 
regarding information database remains. 

Then there is the whole issue of 
breaking the stronghold of Google on the 
minds of people. Search is almost 
synonymous to Google for several users. 
Many people are unaware of even the 
existence of any other search engine. 

The biggest challenge here will be to 
capture the people who mechanically go 
to Google in search of information. Club 
this with the factor that Google comes as 
the default search engine with Firefox 
and things go further in favour of 
Google. 

It remains to be seen whether Bing 
will make a dent in Google's share of the 
search engine market. However, it will be 
good to have a search alternative to 
Google better than the ones that are 


already existing. 8 
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Canary Islands. Resplendent in its beauty and unique in its diversity, 
the islands can be an ideal place fora long relaxed vacation. 


we = 
Gre si 


% 


A 
AK? Lod 
.? 5 
5 
’ 


= Ya, 


Ps 


44. AVENtUre > January 2010 


vi 
e a 


D yo 





‘ 


fi January 2000 ORL 


ri 





Cross Section 





xotic, warm, rich and soothing, that is Spain for you. 





Every romantic's dream holiday, it offers some of the 
rarest spots in the world. One of the beauties of this 
great country is in the form of the archipelago, Canary Islands. 
Resplendent in its beauty and unique in its diversity, the 
islands can be an ideal place for a long relaxed vacation. 

The archipelago surrounded by Atlantic Ocean is formed 
by seven large islands, El Hierro, La Plama, La Gomera, 
Tenerife, Gran Canaria, Feurteventura and Lanzarote along 
with a few smaller islands. The seven exotic islands are akin to 
seven different worlds. 

The island became a part of Spain in 1496. A belief runs 
that the legendary continent of Atlantis was located here. Years 
of volcanic activities on these islands have led to a varied 
landscape with beaches, mountains, and long stretches of 


greenery. Each island has a different landscape from the other. 


GRAN CANARIA 
Gran Canaria holds the beauty of tropical forests, 


mountains and desert lands together. The island is full of 


46. QVeENtUIe e January 2010 


possibilities for fishing, surfing or just pampering yourself in a 
spa. The centre of this island is occupied by a mountain range. 
It is known to have a vibrant nightlife with streets lined with 


cafes. 


FUERTEVENTURA 


This island has the longest beaches among the islands of 
the archipelago. Separated by only a narrow channel from the 
African Continent. Fuerteventura is one of the most important 
surfing centres. Diving is a much favoured sport here due to its 
mesmerizing underwater beauty. It has a host of interesting 
architectures in the form of castles, churches, chapels and 
natural beauties like the famous Mount Tindaya. The magical 
powers attributed to this mountain in the past gives the region a 
mystical appeal. The island is also well known for skin products 


made from natural ingredients. 


LANZAROTE 

Lanzarote was declared as a Biosphere Reserve by 
UNESCO in 1993. The breathtaking landscape here gives you 
the feel of being on the moon. Great parts are covered with 
ashes and lava. Interestingly, vineyards and other plantations 
are interspersed in between the volcanic craters. Jameos del 
Agua is one such setting on this island where live music and 
dance entertain the mind while the landscape enamours the 
senses. The crystal dear water, beaches and the flora and fauna 


of the region are equally interesting to explore. 


TENERIFE 

Tenerife is the largest of all the Canary Islands. The 
landscape of Tenerife is dominated by 3718 meters high Mount 
Teide with a mighty crater. Declared as a World Heritage site by 
UNESCO, the island has several contrasting features. The 
black volcanic sands spread across the vast stretch of beaches 
are a major attraction. It offers a host of activities - climbing, 
para gliding, fishing, skin diving, cycling and trekking to name 


a few. 


LA PALMA 

La Palma is also called Isla Bonita (Pretty Island). And 
pretty indeed it is. Declared a Biosphere Reserve in 2002, its 
natural beauty and grace makes it a perfect stop to unwind. The 
island has several fresh water springs, woodlands and 
mountains. Theme parks and other establishments displaying 
the flora and fauna are the chief attraction in this area. 

The extraordinary clarity of sky here at night is amazing. 
Consequently, the island is home to one of the most famous 


astrophysical observatories in the world. So, at La Palma a 





person can simply gaze into the heavens or take a nature walk. 


LAGOMERA 

La Gomera adds its fair share of charm, history and beauty 
to the Canary Islands. It has several places of interest to visit 
such as the National Park, declared a World Heritage site by 
UNESCO in 1986. Particularly intriguing in this area are the 
population's age old and original customs that have been 
preserved through ages. One such is the traditional whistling 
language used by the natives to communicate over the vast 


expanse of lands. 


EL HIERRO 

Huge areas of protected woods, natural swimming pools 
with crystal clear water beckoning people and unusual 
landscape are the hallmark of El Hierro. The woodlands have 
ancient junipers hardly found at any accessible place in the 
world. The Orchilla Light House and Cave of Don Justo, are all 
places worth visit. The island has several spots fit for 
paragliding and biking. 

Canary Islands give a wide range of choices when it comes 
to spending a vacation. If you love adventures, then you can 
indulge in all types of adventure sports from gliding to surfing. 
If not then there are numerous path ways to stroll along, 
admiring the natural beauty around you. 

There is an immense scope for photography here due to 
the natural beauty of the place. The island is also a haven of rich 
cultures and traditions of the rural life far away from the 
mundane activities of the cities. 

The Islands offer a variety of places to stay depending on 
the budget and preferences. There are hotels ranging from the 
luxury category to the budget hotels. If you want more privacy 
then there are holiday apartments available all round the year 
to rent. This works out well if you are with your family or 


traveling in the group. 
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Another option of stay on the Canary Islands is the 


hostels, ideal for people traveling alone or in groups. Then 
there are a range of country houses and camp sites to choose 
from that offer excellent views. 

The Island's cuisine is influenced a great deal from the 
mainland but a few things are typical of Canary; Mojo Sauce 
and Canarian Potatoes being chief among these. Besides, it 
offers a number of exotic dishes along with a selection of cheese 


and fruits. 
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Cross Section 


Author: Michael Burleigh 


ne of the most 
noted historians 
of modern times, 


Burleigh in his book 





portrays one of the 


most noted threats of 


our times, terrorism. The book, grim 
and realistic, brings home the fact with 
force how culture is twisted for 
mercenary goals. 

Burleigh chronicles the terrorist 
groups from 19th century onwards 
beginning with Fenians, Nihilists and 
ending in Al Qaeda and its other 
offshoots. Notable in the book is not 
only the author's outrage at 


meaningless bloodshed but also his 


anger towards the apologists of 


terrorism. 

The book proposes some measures 
that can be adopted for countering the 
terror groups citing some of the 
methods adopted in Saudi Arabia and 


France. 


Author: Amitabh Kant 


mitabh Kant, Joint 
oo n in the 
Ministry of Tourism for 
India from 2001-07 is well 





known for his Incredible 
India and Kerala, God's 
Own Country campaign. His book 
Incredible India touches on several 
aspects of tourism in this amazing 
country. 

Kant reflects on the hidden 
potential of this industry and the 
wisdom of improving the infrastructure 
to promote tourism. The book also 
deals with the hidden potentials of 
medical and rural tourism in India. 

The book is visually attractive with 
colourful photographs and the 
arrangement of data has a distinct 
touch making them lively. It is a good 
read for all those interested in tourism 
industry as well as for the general 


readers. 





Author: Chimamanda Ngozi 


yor | he Thing Around 
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te pm, Your Neck is the 
ry 


first collection of short 





fiction by the Nigerian 
writer, Chimamanda 
Ngozi. The twelve short 
stories are chiefly set in Nigeria with a 
few exceptions. 

The stories explore a number of 
themes and moods from adolescent 
anger to adultery. Some of the plots are 
based on the omnipresent factors of the 
human life, fears and apprehensions 
while others on misunderstandings 
and betrayals. 

They previde an insight into the 
lives of Nigerian women charting their 
paths, struggling with their identities 
and in the process coming to a greater 
realization. The setting brings a 
freshness to the stories. Interwoven in 
the tales are wisdoms and cultural 


symbols of Nigeria. 
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d | Author: Steig Larsson 


T readers once 


more meet Lisbeth 


Salander and Mikael 


Blomkvist in the Girl who Played With 
Fire by Swedish author Steig Larsson. 
Second of the Millenium Trilogies 
translated to English, the novel is a fast 
paced crime fiction. 

Two journalists from the 
Millenium Magazine work on a case of 
trafficking between Russia, Eastern 
Europe and Sweden. The story was 
likely to incriminate several bigwigs in 


the region. However, on the eve of its 


48-av MtUre « January 2010 


publication, the journalists are 
murdered. 
Lisben is shocked at being accused 


of murdering the journalists and 


Mikael Blomkvist, the publisher of 


Millenium magazine is the only one 
who believes in her innocence. The 
incidents lead to a fast paced story with 
several sub plots. Lisbeth becomes a 
prey to a national police hunt as well as 
focal point for the media. 

In this sequel to the Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo, several more 


revelations are made about Lisbeth 


Salander's past. While coping with a 


cruel manhunt she has to deal with the 


demons of her dark past. 

Meanwhile, Blomkvist also 
investigates the murders of his 
colleagues in his own way. He believes 
their murders to be related to the work 


they were doing. As the mystery around 


the twin murders thickens, the prime 


suspect Lisbeth has to come to terms 
with a past which has for long taught 
her not to believe in the institutions of 


the society. e 
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Editorial 


Dear Reader, 


or ages culture has enjoyed a stronghold on the human race. 

Influencing the way we live, what we eat, how we celebrate 

and even the way we talk. It is therefore not an exaggeration 
when culture is termed itself as a way of life. We are accustomed to 
behave in a way that is ascribed by a particular culture that we grow up 
in. 

However, the world today is much more interconnected than it was 
ever before and cross cultural interactions is witnessing a new high. An 
educational institution is perhaps one of the places that harbours a 
multitude of cultures, united in their goal of attaining knowledge. In the 
new academic session, Jain University has again found itself playing 
host to acornucopia of cultures from across the world. 

The current session opened with some wonderful display of 
cultural events showcasing an amalgamation of things varied but 
connected at the same time. Be it the display of creativity in the media 
fest or the launch of the club, an active schedule marked the beginning of 
the new academic session. As you flip through the latest on campus, a 
colourful canvas of these events at our various institutions would greet 
you. 

However, amidst these celebrations, academic events also made 
their presence felt in the forms of seminars, guest lectures, workshops 
and one of the largest conferences ever held in the country. 

The section Business Corridor brings to our readers, Mobile 
Banking, a trend that is catching up speedily in India and other 
developing nations. Spotlight shares the unusual but highly interesting 
experiences of aman whose mission is to alleviate the trauma of war. For 
our technology buffs we have a review of the iPad, one of the most talked 
about products from Apple. 

We would still have been living in the dark eras without the benefits 
of technology if man had not decided to expand his knowledge and 
pursue research. Take a look at some life changing research taking place 
at the University in our Cover Story. 

We Care gives tips on managing waste and lessening some of the 
burden we pose on environment. Breathe in the crisp air descending 
from Scottish hills in our travelogue on the scenic country of Scotland. 
Take a peek into the Rear Window and discover what it takes to achieve 
what you want. Do send us your feedbacks on ju.aventure@gmail.com. 
We will look forward to it. 

So, sit back, relax and enjoy our latest issue that has something of 
interest for everybody! 


Editor 
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Message | 


Chancellor's Message 








Educating young minds and shaping them into what they want to become is one of the most 


exhilarating tasks that a person can undertake. Spending mere than two decades of my life 
surrounded by students and being in constant touch with them has afforded me with various 
opportunities; opportunities to gain an insight into their lives, thinking and aspirations. 

In these interactions I have realized how people differ from one other, each one with his or her 
traits and peculiarities. However, something that intrigues me about people is that all of them 
possess some iota of inner strength. They may be ignorant of their own strengths but it does exist in 
some form or the other. And it is this strength that propels us to go beyond the realms of our 
conscious capabilities and manoeuvres. 

It manifests itself when we need it the most. Hence, I have a ways believed that we should not 
dither from following our dreams to their destination as this strength will keep us going. There are 
hundreds of people who subjugate their real self and live the life that others expect them to live. 
They do not understand that life is too short to be taken for granted and dreams too precious to be 
wasted. 

There are many more that still masquerade as the masters of their wills and dreams but in 
reality live by the ideas propounded by others. The reason behind this is a fear of the unknown anda 
reluctance to face challenges that come as a part of swimming against the tide. What also perhaps 
hinders them is the thinking that their ideas will not be acceptable and they will become a matter of 
jest for many. 

This situation is encountered in a simple setting of a classroom more often than we care to 
observe. When a teacher questions the class, there are same people who know the right answer but 
do not dare answer for the fear of being wrong or being ridiculed. Some get over their fear in due 
time but there are others who live with their demons all their lives. 

While there are those who never shine for the fear of failure, there are others who tread the less 
trodden paths and live their lives on their own terms. These are the ones who appreciate what an 
invaluable gift life is and achieve the heights of greatness that eludes others. They recognize their 
inner strengths and capitalize on it; they trust their intuition and make most of it. 

I want each and every student at Jain University to become apart of the second group and fulfil 
their dreams without giving too much consequence to the cha lenges involved. Recognize your 


inner strength and channel it in all your endeavours and keep going! 


Dr. R Chenraj Jain 
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Vice Chancellor's Message 





Message 





India is progressing! And the progress is manifesting itself in various forms. The nation has taken a 
giant step towards SECULARISM. People young and old alike have exhibited mature thinking. Come what 
may, we will march ahead. It is this positive attitude and resilience of India that has helped her tide over 
many adverse situations. 

And now we have reached yet another milestone. Our country has taken the right initiative towards 
universalizing education. She has granted her people the right to get free and compulsory education. 
Knowledge is an asset that everyone has a right to. 

Secularism is not just about having a right to follow your own religion, it applies to all other fields, as 
India rightly recognizes. Education perhaps is the most important field that requires a secular mandate. It 
can provide equal opportunities to all for making a better life. It also promotes a better understanding of 
the rights, duties and happenings among people as they are capable of forming informed opinions. 

However, it is a Herculean task. To provide free education to a growing population in the developing 
country scenario is not a small task. Let us fora moment ponder over the challenges before us: 

HOW SHOULD: 

- We help the country find enough financial resources for implementing the RTE? This is one of the 
crucial factors in the implementation of the Act. If we want the Act to universalize education in 
letter and spirit it requires adequate financial backing. 

e We find adequate number of trained teachers to run the newly opened schools? This again is 
another challenge as without the skilled manpower far reaching consequences cannot be 
produced. 

e We convince parents-below-poverty line to spare their bread winners and the girl child to partake 
in the nation’s dream of universalization of education? 

e Weimplement RTE where there is organized resistance to government plans? 

Asa participant in the field of education, I would like to add one more challenge 
¢ What should be the nature of the curriculum in these schools? How will the curriculum succeed in 

making students compete in the cut throat world of today? 

I strongly believe that we need to rethink the underpinning principles and value systems on which our 
school curriculum is based. Our future step ought to be decided based on field-research. It will give us an 
insight into the existing trends, loop holes and we will definitely be better armed to face the issues. 

A great deal of new insights and ideas have been expressed by social thinkers in the post-colonial 
period. We should try them. I call upon young and experienced research scholars, teachers and experts in 
the filed to direct their attention towards primary education. 


Dr. N. Sundararajan 
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THE NCC CADETS OF JAIN 
UNIVERSITY EMBARK ON MISSIONS 
TO SPREAD AWARENESS ON 
VARIOUS SOCIAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. 
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“Adventure sports are very important 

for both mind and body. However, there are 
precious few who take interest in it. 
Through this expedition we also wanted to 
encourage students to take part in such 
sporting activities” 
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he World Environment Day is organised with the 

aim of stimulating the awareness with regard to 

environment and the needs of its preservation, 

enhancing the political and public attention 
towards it. It is a reminder, a moment to reflect and take 
sustainable action to the cause that invariably plays a crucial 
role in the future of humanity. 

In view of this, 1/9 Coy, 9 Kar Bn NCC (SW) cadets of Jain 
University organized a sapling plantation drive at Jain Global 
Campus. The initiative termed ‘My Earth My Duty’ was 
organized celebrating the World Environment Day. 
Commander Col. G P Alok Guha planted the first sapling. 
Further samplings were planted by Commander Lt. Col. 
Nilesh Karia of 9 Kar BN, Col. Shekawat and Dr. B T Venkatesh 
- Principal Jain College, Jayanagar as well. 

G P Commander Col. Alok Guha urged the cadets to plant 
more and more sapling to keep environment clean and green. 
The build-up event intends to spread awareness amongst 
youth involving citizens and opinion-makers. It includes 
planting of saplings and administering a pledge to plant trees. 

NCC Cadets of Jain University and students of Jain 
International Residential School planted 1000 saplings of 
various medicine amd flowering plants at the Jain Global 
Campus. The event was embraced with a wave of enthusiasm 
by the cadets. 


RALLYING THE SPIRIT 

The National Cadet Corps is all about integrity, 
commitment and the selfless service towards country and its 
people. It is engaged in grooming the youth, the leaders of 
tomorrow into disciplined and patriotic citizens. 

With the aim of developing character, discipline, 
leadership, secular outlook, spirit of adventure and ideals of 
selfless service amongst the youth of the country, the NCC 
focuses on creating a Human Resource of Organized, Trained 
and Motivated Youth, To Provide Leadership in all Walks of 
life and be Always Available for the Service to the Nation. 

The 2A/5 Coy NCC of Jain University, affiliated to 7 
Karnataka Battalion NCC, Group ‘B’ Bangalore undertook a 
Bicycle Expedition from Bangalore to Virajpet (Coorg) from 
June 24th to July 4th 2010. Twelve cadets from the University 
The NCC cadets of Jain 
University have undertaken five cycle expeditions and three 


participated in the expedition. 


motor cycle expeditions. 

Lt Col Nilesh Karia — 7 Karnataka Battalion NCC, 
Bangalore flagged off the expedition at the J C Road Campus of 
Jain University. This proud moment was also witnessed by Dr. 
N Sundararajan, Vice Chancellor Jain University, Dr. B T 
Venkatesh Principal, Jain College the teaching fraternity and 
students. 





BUILDING THE NATION : Glimpses from activities of NCC Cadets 


The expedition team witnessed the Passing out Parade in 
which two Ex-Cadets of the company will get commissioned in 
the Indian Army. Thirteen Cadets of the 2A / 5 Coy have 
already got commissioned. The objectives of the expedition 
included collection of waste paper for the purpose of making 
new paper bags by the disabled and creating awareness about 
protecting the tress, inculcating the spirit of adventure, 
motivating the youth to join NCC, creating ecological 
awareness, visiting the places of historical importance and 
spread awareness to safe guard them. 


i> 
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WOMEN POWER 

The Women NCC Cadets of Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain 
College (SBMJC) added another experience to their kitty. The 
cadets under the leadership of Lt. Rekha Sinha, Assistant NCC 
Officer undertook an all Women’s Trekking Expedition. The 
expedition from Salem to Yerkaud in Tamil Nadu and back 
was a part of numerous activities undertaken by the NCC 
Cadets throughout the year. Yercaud, a hill station near Salem 
is situated at an altitude of 1515 metres above the sea level. The 
taluk provides many features that have made it a much 


frequented trekking destination. 





“Our motto is always to instill a sense of self sufficiency 
among women. This is one of the reasons why we took the all 
Women expedition,” said Lt.Sinha. Nine cadets took part in 
the expedition. It was indeed a sight to see the determined girls 
with their backpacks, all ready for the adventure that awaited 
them. 

On the expedition the cadets also spread eco awareness. 
“In fact being close to nature during such expeditions we 
develop a deep understanding of its significance,” said one of 
the cadets. Another theme for the trip was to make the 
students aware of the significance of adventure sports. 
“Adventure sports are very important for both mind and body. 
However, there are precious few who take interest in it. 
Through this expedition we also wanted to encourage students 
to take part in such sporting activities,” informed Lt. Sinha. 

For the cadets it was a fun filled and learning experience. 
“We camped and then went trekking and did everything 
ourselves. It was an awesome feeling and we enjoyed it a lot,” 
says Ramya, one of the nine cadets that went on the 
expedition. During the trek, the cadets also encouraged 
women to become a part of defense services and make the 
nation proud. 


Time for some 






THE TWO DAY WORKSHOP ON MIRO AIR VEHICLES AT JAIN UNIVERSITY 
WITNESSED PARTICIPATION FROM DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. 
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lying creatures have held a 
fascination for man since 
The result is the 
numerous air vehicles that 


ages. 


have come into being. Micro Air Vehicles 
(MAVs) are one set of air vehicles that 
are gaining immense popularity with the 
scientists and the lay men alike. With 
the view to promote interest of the 
students in the MAVs further, the Centre 
for Emerging Technology (CET) under 
Jain University recently organized a two 
day workshop on MAVs. 


THE BEGINNING 

The workshop witnessed 
participation of the students from 
different parts of India and was an 
unprecedented success with demands 
for more such workshops coming to the 
fore. Several stalwarts of the University 
who have been associated with the 
development of air borne technologies at 
various stages were present on the 
occasion. The workshop commenced 
with an address by Dr N G R Iyengar. 
Elaborating on the need for MAVs Dr 
Iyengar said that MAVs allow remote 
access, thus making it possible to collect 
data from the areas which otherwise 
human beings cannot access. Following 
Dr. Iyengar, Dr. U Chandrashekhar, one 
of the youngest Additional Directors of 
DRDO, provided an insight into the need 
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for the workshop and what the workshop 
had set out to achieve. 

The two day workshop was divided 
into various sessions. These sessions 
dealt with the theories for Micro Air 
Vehicles. Dr. Krishna Venkatesh, Head 
CET, introduced the students to Micro 
Air Vehicles. 
standard for MAVs is six degrees of 


“The international 


freedom i.e, six inches. However, in 
India the considered limit is 12 inches. 
The latter can carry a useful payload,” he 
informed the participants. 

Elaborating on the applications, 
Dr. Venkatesh emphasized that MAVs 
have both civil and defence uses and are 
going to play a significant role in the 
coming years. Sessions were conducted 
on various aspects of a fixed wing MAV 
by Dr.Krishna Kishore, Dr Pruthviraj U 
and Dr. Chandrashekhar. 

During the hands on session 
participants created simple forms of 
fixed wings MAVs. The participants were 
provided with a kit. As per the 


diagrammatic plan provided for the 
vehicles, the participants applied the 
various theoretical principles learnt in 
the previous session to create an 
aeroplane powered by rubber bands. 


GENERATING INTEREST 

The idea of the workshop was also to 
generate interest among the students 
about MAVs as it is being touted as the 
next revolutionary technology in the 
field of Aerospace Engineering. The 
workshop certainly succeeded in 
creating excitement about the 
technology amongst the participants as 
they proudly tested their aircrafts. 
Abhilash, a student from NIT Suratkal 
said, “This is the first opportunity where 
I have taken part in such a workshop. I 
want to pursue M.S. or M.Tech in 
Aerospace Engineering and such events 
where I get to learn the basics is very 
important for me and also for the other 
students like me.” 

Another highlight of the event was 


Elaborating on the applications, 


Dr. Venkatesh emphasized that MAVs 
have both civil and defence uses and 


are going to play a significant role in 
the coming years. 















the Aero show, thoroughly enjoyed by 


the participants and the organizers alike. 
The audience were treated to a rare show 
MAVs. 
included outdoor demo of Fixed and 
Quad (RC and auto),Rotary and 
Aerobatics (Electric). The crowd down 


of unmanned This session 


was found cheering as the MAVs 
entertained them with their different 
antics. 


FLAPPING WINGS 

While the first day of workshop was 
devoted to fixed wings MAVs, the second 
day focused on non-fixed wings or 
flapping wings. The session on 
ornithopters was conducted by Mr. 
Nathan Chronister. An enthusiastic flyer 


himself, Mr. Chronister covered several 
basic issues regarding the flappings 
wings MAVs. He revealed, “Flapping 
wings can be highly efficient and they 
require potentially less energy.” 
Anticipating a fruitful stay he said that 
this was his third visit to India. “I have 
taken workshops in India before at IIT 
Kharagpur and IIT Bombay. It was a 


different experience as the number of 


The audience were treated 
to a rare show of unmanned 
MAVs. This session included 
outdoor demo of Fixed and 
Quad (RC and auto),Rotary 
and Aerobatics (Electric). 


All set to launch the 
Aero Show of MAVs 


Students at work at 
MAV workshop 


The autonomous 
MAV ready to fly. 


participants were lesser. However, this 


time we wanted to provide an 


opportunity to a larger number of 


< 


students,” he added. 

Mr. Chronister said that it is one 
thing to read and listen about theories, 
and an altogether different experience to 
make something with your own hands. 
He elaborated that this workshop will 
provide the participants with that rar 
experience. 

The two day workshop proved to be 
a learning experience for participants 
from all over the country. Many of the 
participants were of the opinion that 
such workshops should be frequently 
organized to develop a sustained interest 


in the latest technologies. B 
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KNOWLEDGE 
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KNOWLEDGE UTSAV, A NATIONWIDE ASSEMBLY OF EDUCATIONISTS 


? 


ORGANISED AT JAIN UNIVERSITY WITNESSED THE EXPLORATION OF 
KNOWLEDGE IN ITS VARIOUS DISCIPLINES. 


nowledge is power, said 

Francis Bacon. And the 

noted writer Goethe said, 

‘Whatever you can do, or 
dream you can do, begin it. Boldness has 
genius, power, and magic in it.’ 
Knowledge Utsav, the national 
conference organised by Edu.in, 
Tumkur University and Jain Research 
Foundation — Jain University at the Jain 
Global Campus on the 28 of August, was 
all about knowledge and the boldness to 
plod for it. 

The conference was inaugurated by 
Shri M. V. Rajasekharan, Member of 
Legislative Council & Former Union 
Minister of State for Planning, 
Government of India. “The youngsters 
of today are not only going to shape the 
destiny of our country, but also the 
destiny of the world,” he said. Indians, 
today are part of every sphere of life, he 
pointed out. Contribution of our country 
towards the world is tremendous. 
Knowledge Utsav, he said, would ignite 
the young minds and aid to kindle their 
potential. 

Dr. R Chenraj Jain, Chancellor, Jain 
University spoke on the occasion, 
promising to further the cause of 
knowledge attainment. By synergising 
and integrating information, bringing in 
researchers and scientists, India can aim 
to be a superpower in the field of 
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LIGHTING LIVES : /nauguration of Knowledge Utsav 


knowledge, heritage and culture, he 
remarked. 

Dr. Sharma, Vice Chancellor of 
Tumkur University elaborated 
appreciating the extensive effort that 
had gone into making the event a reality. 
He emphasised on the need for multi 
disciplinary education. Even a person in 
the technical line should be educated in 
Social Sciences as it would help him 
survive in the world. 

Dr. N Sundarajan, Vice Chancellor 
of Jain University welcomed the 
dignitaries. “Utsav means celebration - 


an event or an occasion to celebrate. And 
knowledge gets celebrated here,” he said. 

Ms. 
Academia, Microsoft India spoke on the 


Irania Ghose Director 
necessity of education to be made 
affordable and feasible and the 
anticipation of taking further steps in 
knowledge with the students of the 
University. 

Dr Sandhya Chintala, Director 

Education Initiative, NASSCOM 
asserted on the need for research. Ms 
Sudha Raju, Chairperson of Edu.in was 
also present at the occasion. 
The inaugural ceremony also saw the 
release of The Educator a new magazine 
on the field of education and a case study 
on Knowledge Utsav. 


RESEARCH FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
The conference brought together some 
of the brightest minds in the field of in 
research and development in disciplines 
such as Information Technology, 
Engineering, Management, Humanities, 
Nanotechnology, Bio-technology, 
Robotics, Green Technology, Energy, 
Social Science. Experts from premiere 
educational institutions in the country, 
research organisations and the industry 
attended the conference. 

Dr. R. Chenraj Jain said, “If 
innovations are not backed by capital 


T 


TUMKUR UNIVERSITY 
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CONCLAVE OF KNOWLEDGE EXPERTS: A moment from the conference 


investments, they will not translate into 
technology, products and wealth 
creation for the country. One of the main 
agendas of Knowledge Utsav is to bring 
together inventors and investors and 
negate the asymmetry which is one of the 
key reasons why researches are not going 
out from laboratory to add value to 
products.” 


COLLABORATIVE 
EDUCATION 

Dr Sharma pointed out that our 
educational system needs to adopt 
Collaborative education, which is 
growing in importance across the globe, 
with an increased focus on innovation 
through R&D in order to advance 
towards a more ‘knowledge-based’ 
economy. 

The participants ideated, inspired 
and interacted with the delegates, in an 
effort to take research and development 
to the next level. Knowledge Utsav 
turned out to be an ideal platform for 


individual researchers, scientists and 


Ms. Irania Ghose Director 
Academia, Microsoft India spoke 
on the necessity of education to 
be made affordable and feasible 
and the anticipation of taking 
further steps in knowledge with 
the students of the University. 


research institutes to the industry and 
investors. 

“It was a highly informative 
experience for me, especially since there 
was equal participation from the 
academia as well as the industry”, said 
one of the participants. 

The concept of bringing together 
researchers of diverse disciplines on a 
single platform is a novella concept to 
the country itself. Such programmes 
would serve to provide the much needed 
momentum in the field of research and 
development in the country. Knowledge 
Utsav, true to its name itself, did indeed 
become a moment of appreciation of the 
need of knowledge, further accelerating 
the efforts to attain it. © 


e Utsav 
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THE TECHFEST NEXUS WORKSHO 
2010 AT SBMJCE PAVES WAY FOR 
THE MAIN EVENT AT IIT BOMBAY 


he participants kept pouring in till late evening 

and the registration desk kept busy on the eve of 

the Robotics Workshop to be held at Sri 

Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain College of Engineering 
(SBMJCE) on August 14. The two day workshop was a part of 
Techfest 2010-11 being conducted by Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Bombay. 

The workshop was specifically conducted for students 
taking part in the Nexus Challenge of the Techfest. The 
workshop was conducted by Mr. Mohit Jain and Mr. Fahad 
from Robosoft Systems. 

The sixteen hour training spread across two days 
commenced with a warm up session in the morning. The 
representatives from the Robosoft Systems interacted with the 
students. This session served the purpose of gauzing the 
understanding of the students about Robotics. 

It covered categories like Line Following, Obstacle 
detection, Grid Navigation, Bot to bot Techfest 
communication. Forty five teams from twenty five colleges 
from different parts of South India participated in the 
workshop. Each team comprised four members. 


THE NEXUS CHALLENGE 

This year’s Nexus challenge is based upon the concept 
‘NaviGate.’ The representatives from Robosoft gave the 
students of what they will face in the competition. “The 
competition is based on bot to bot communication,” said Mr. 
Fahad. “The competitors will have to create a mechanically 
controlled device that will carry two automatic machines 
inside. The machine will carry these from the docking area, 
cross the obstacle course. The machines will then come out 
and get to the grid area. Here they have to pick up blocks which 
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Swarm Robotics promotes the idea of 
building relatively simple machines that that 
can be programmed for a specific 
behaviour. In other words the idea of team 
work applies here. 


will differ in colour. The challenge is to design a machine to 
pick the right block. In case Machine A picks the block to be 
picked by machine B, it will send a signal to the former.” 


INSIGHT INTO ROBOTICS 

Mr. Fahad further added “This workshop is the 
preparatory stage for the fest. Here the students will learn how 
they can apply the knowledge gained in the classrooms. It will 
also give them a glimpse of the hybrid nature of something like 
robotics.” 

He also elaborated that the concept has been taken from 
Swarm Robotics. Swarm Robotics promotes the idea of 
building relatively simple machines that that can be 
programmed for a specific behaviour. In other words the idea 
of team work applies here. 

Even though the workshop was conducted for the 
participants of the Nexus Round its influence is expected to be 
well beyond that. The representatives explained that the aim 
was also to create an interest in the students about robotics. 

Mr. Mohit Jain emphasized that today the students need 
to realize that robotics is multidisciplinary and requires 
understanding of different branches. “This workshop has 
brought together students from different branches under the 
same roof. Today’s engineer needs to be a complete solution 
provider and this needs an understanding of the other areas of 


engineering apart from your own specialization,” said Mr. Jain 

As a part of the workshop each student was also provided 
with a kit. Interestingly, in the beginning of the session itself, 
the students were asked to share their ideas. They were given a 
simple problem of shifting a projector from one end of the 
room to another in functional state. Ideas flew from practical 
to weird as the young enthusiasts talked of possible solutions 
to the problem statement. 

Giving students an insight into designing the machines, 
the instructors at the workshop described the steps to be 
followed in the process. They put brainstorming as the first 


step in any machine design. The second is filtering the idea. 
While filtering the idea, it is necessary to consider various 
parameters including skill set available, time and resource 
constraint. The next step is to build a blueprint, get approval 
and to finally get down to building the machine. After the 
fabrication stage comes testing and debugging. 

“Brainstorming plays a crucial role,” said Mr. Mohit Jain. 
“Often brainstorming is overlooked and done at the end rather 
than the beginning. It is better to have a clear idea of the 
problems and how to find solutions to them in the beginning 
itself,” he added. B 
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Clubbing To Innovate 


THE INAUGURATION OF THE SAE CLUB OF SRI BHAGAWAN MAHAVEER JAIN 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING ENTHRALLED THE ASPIRANTS IN THE FIELD 


t was an important and 

extremely interesting day 

for the students of Sri 
Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain 
College of Engineering as the 
SAE Club of the college was 
inaugurated with much 
euphoria. Establishment of the 
club was the fruit of hard work of 
the students as well as the faculty 
involved, with the aim of brining 
in the spirit and essence of 
innovation and innovative thinking to 
the students of the college. 

The inaugural ceremony witnessed 
the presence of a number of eminent 
personalities from both the industry as 
well as the academia, taking the event 
and the club initiation to a truly superior 
quality level. The dignitaries included 
Mr. Aravid Pangoankar, Advisor - R&D, 
TVS Motors, Mr. K P Murthy, Vice Chair, 
SAE Karnataka and Mr. Anoop, Senior 
Design Engineer, PABS Spark Design. 

The Society of Automotive 
Engineers (SAE) is a non-profit 
educational and scientific organization. 
This society is concerned with 
development of reference standards, 
technical data and advancement of 
technology for the field of mobility 





These Collegiate clubs provide 
practical exposure toa 
professional engineering society 
as well as focal point for campus 
engineering programs and 
projects. 


vehicle systems ranging from a two 
wheeler motorcycle to the rocket engine 
propelled space crafts and is a widely 
accepted standard Institution in the 
transportation and mechanical 
engineering field. SAEINDIA has over 
22500 student members in more than 
190 collegiate clubs located all over 
India. These Collegiate clubs provide 
practical exposure to a professional 
engineering society as well as focal point 
for campus engineering programs and 
projects. 


SAE club would serve as an interface 
between the academia and the industry 
for the college. It aims to conduct 
workshops, seminars and other such 
events to enrich the student knowledge 
with regard to mobility technology. 
Industry visits and active participation 
of the college in competitions like Aero 
Design Contest and Baja come under the 


agenda of the club as well. Œ 


>> SNIPPET 


RELEASE CEREMONY 
OF THE BOOK "SANGADA” 


H.S. Raghavendra Rao is well versed 
in Kannada literature and writes 
prefaces for different books. The 
Department of Kannada, Jain 
University has compiled and 
published a book of the collection 
of all the prefaces, named 
"Sangada”, meaning togetherness. 
The book was released and 
inaugurated by Dr. R. Chenraj Jain, 
Chairman, Jain Group of 
Institutions. The chief guest 

for the occasion is 





Sri. H. S. Venkateshmurthy, poet 
and theatre artist. 
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he inauguration of the 
Sri 
Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain 


academic session at 

College of Engineering, 
Jain University was a day of excitement 
and enthusiasm towards a new 
beginning. 

“A journey of a thousand miles must 
begin with a single step”, said the noted 
Philosopher Lao Tzu. And for the newly 
arrived first year students of Sri 
Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain College of 
Engineering (SBMJCE), the day 
September 15 was the first step in their 
life towards the world of engineering and 
technology. Significance of the day in 
history added prominence to the 
beginning, since the Sept 15 is celebrated 
as Engineer’s Day, marking the birth 
anniversary of legendary engineer, Sir M 
Vishweshwaraiah. 

The day turned out to be one of the 
most important ones in lives of the 
aspiring students and the parents 
accompanying them. Excitement and 
enthusiasm, along with a tinge of 
apprehension in their eyes, the fresher 
students arrived at the campus. And if 
the students were such, their parents 
were even more eager to get their 
children settled into the college. 

“Today is one of the most 
memorable days in the life of the 
students who have come here, as well as 
the parents who have accompanied 
them”, the inauguration ceremony 
started with Prof. TS Sridhar, Director of 
SBMJCE, welcoming the dignitaries, the 
students and parents to the ceremony. 
With a brief introduction to the college, 
the departments and facilities, Prof. T S 
Sridhar put the tense students at ease, 
making them feel a warm welcome. 
Assuring the anxious faces, he initiated 
faculty who would assist the students in 
the next four years in moulding their 
career. 

“You should be serious in life. But 
more than serious you should be honest 


and sincere”, said Dr. R Chenraj Jain, 
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INAUGURATION OF THE NEW SESSION AT SBMJCE 


JOURNEY 


AT SRI BHAGAWAN MAHAVEER JAIN COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING, JAIN UNIVERSITY WAS A DAY OF 
EXCITEMENT AND ENTHUSIASM TOWARDS 


A NEW BEGINNING. 


Chancellor, Jain University. He spoke on 
the essentiality of going beyond 
classrooms and books in education. 
Citing examples of many youngsters who 
have taken initiative in life to be leaders, 
Dr. Jain persuaded the students to think 
out of the box. “Do not be job seekers,” he 
said, “become job providers”. 

Dr. N G R Iyengar, Pro Vice 


Chancellor of the University spoke about 
Aerospace Engineering, its relevance 
and the significance in the field of 
engineering. Pointing out that there 
exists a considerable need for 
professionals in the field and lining up 
the scopes in the field, Dr. Iyengar 
explained the details of the aerospace 


engineering programme that is offered 


ey 


Beginning a 





“Jain University has been the 
trendsetter in higher education, 
especially technical education” 


by Jain University. He elaborated on the 
significance of blending a mixture of the 
academia and the industry towards 
imparting a quality education to 
aspirants successfully. He added that the 
flexibility of the education system 
followed by Jain University enables the 
students to place their career interests in 
the centre and strive to achieve their 
goals. 

Dr. N. Sundararajan congratulated 
the students on beginning a journey in 
the field of engineering at Jain 
University. “Jain University has been the 
trendsetter in higher education, 
especially technical education,” he 
pointed out. He spoke at length on the 
significance of having an awareness of 
the history of the growth of science and 
technology in India for a student about 
to start his academics in the field of 
engineering. 

The occasion also witnessed the 
release of Syncytium, the magazine of 
SBMJCE. Showcasing the creative and 
informative works of the students along 


with reports from each and every 
department of the college, the magazine 
serves as an annual voice of the college. 

The afternoon session saw further 
orientation programmes for the students 
and parents. Dr. Krishna Venkatesh 
addressed the students with regard to 
the academics and further sessions 
continued giving the newly arrived 
learners a complete overview of the 
college, academics and the system. 

The student clubs of the college 
presented themselves as well. These 
clubs involve the students in various 
activities with the aim of developing 
their leadership, creative and 
extracurricular capacities. Presenting 
their 
commitments, the club leaders urged the 


activities and the future 
students to be active participants in the 
ventures and aid themselves in overall 
self development, making their four 
years of academic life fruitful in a 
complete sense. 

The students also interacted with 
the faculty and officials of the University 
druing the programme. 





LECTURE ON 
“MALGUDI DAYS" 


y Aoloudi Days 


. A 


CHALANACHITRA, the cinema club 
of Jain University organised a 
lecture on 'Malgudi Days’ on 17 July 
at the School of Graduate Studies, 
Jain University. Sri Kashi- a veteran 
Kannada actor and associate 
director for 'Malgudi Days’ gave the 
lecture. 
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t was a moment of jubilance for 
the students and staff of the 
college and the celebrations 
echoed the freshness of 
character, reflecting upon the vibrancy 
theme UDBHAVA - 
signifying the beginning of a new venture 


of events. The 


witnessed enthralling performances by 
students that vibrated the fest’s tagline 
‘Pulse of Ignited Minds’. New talents of 
the students were explored and brought 
to limelight and thus concreting the 
theme ‘UDHBHAVA’. 

The event, which was held on the 18 
and 19 of August 2010, began with a 
theme presentation — the symphony of 
nature and the sound ‘Om’ that unites us 
with all The plethora of 


showers began with the Divine 


creations. 


Resonance team invoking the Divine 
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be felt 


traditional lamp was lit by the Guest of 


amidst all. The 


presence to 


Honour Dr. Chenraj Jain, Chairman, 
The JGI Group, and Dr. B T Venkatesh 
Principal, Jain College, Jayanagar. 

Students from various departments 
of the college were given opportunity to 
showcase their talents. UDBHAVA also 
provided a springboard for participants 
to hone their skills for the forthcoming 
inter-collegiate festival 

The competitions started with 
Duet 
Competition, reflecting on the richness 
‘The Silent Beats’ — the Dumb 
Charades, amused the audience with a 


‘Tangible Timbre’ - a Classical 


of music. 


charm of wit and skill displayed the 
participants. Psychosonic, the spot fine 
show saw the students metamorphosing 
and 


into inanimate characters 


UDBHAVA, THE COLLEGE FEST OF JAIN UNIVERSITY, 


JAYANAGAR C AMPUS 





innovatively personifying them. The 


biggest event of the Jain College was 


intensely awaited for “The Acoustic 
Auroras’ the selection for the Jain Idols. 
The reverberation of music was echoed 
with performance of “The Turning Tides’ 
the Western group Dance Show. 
However, the ultimate feast for the eyes 
was paraded in the Resonant Ramp. It 
was a kaleidoscope of colours 
representing various cultures of vibrant 
India. 

A mix of the traditional and the 
trendsetter, the whole programme 
turned out to be a melting pot of talent 
skill. The 


immersed themselves into the events, 


and students, as they 
discovered and showcased talents that 
established their capacities and threw 


light on the possibilities of future. 









Showcasing 
Scientific Talent 
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THE SCIENCE EXPO 2010 AT JAIN UNIVERSITY AIMED TO PROMOTE T HE 
GROWTH OF SCIENTIFIC CULTURE AMONG STUDENTS. 
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he Science Expo 2010 of Sri 

Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain 

College aimed to promote 

the growth of scientific 
culture among students. 

Equipped with his five senses, man 
explores the universe around him and 
calls the adventure Science. Science in its 
theory as well as practical sense has ever 
been a field of curiosity for man. The 
Science Expo 2010 held at Sri Bhagawan 
Mahaveer Jain College was an event that 
brought the aspirants and enthusiasts of 
science close to the experts and 
experiments in the field. 

The event brought in an occasion to 
showcase the scientific temper of 
students through live models. In an 
attempt to inculcate the spirit of 
innovation and creativity in the young 
minds so that they are able to contribute 
to the ever-growing field of science, the 
expo intended to explore new technology 
and innovation promoting scientific 
interest among students which in turn 
would lead to the nation’s growth itself. 

Prof. M .S. Hegde — Dean Solid State 
and Structural Chemistry Unit IISC, 
Bangalore inaugurated the expo. He 
spoke on the need for fundamental 
research and the need to promote basic 
sciences. He inspired the students to 
experiment, pointing out that invention 
happens often through simple 
experiments and not always in high end 
research labs. 

The expo witnessed colleges from 


ee 


TALKING SUGCESS : STUDENTS AT THE me OD EXPO 2010 


The Science Expo 2010 held 
at Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer 
Jain College was an event 
that brought the aspirants 
and enthusiasts of science 
close to the experts and 
experiments in the field. 


across the city participating in full 
enthusiasm. There were two hundred 
models in all, from the fields of Physics, 
Chemistry, Electronics, Mathematics, 
Life Science, Psychology, Computer 
Science and Computer Applications. 
Students were motivated and inspired to 
pursue their higher education in the field 
of science after being exposed to the 
various working and static models. 

Apart from the college students, a 
number of school students also had the 
opportunity to be audience to the expo. @ 
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ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2010. 


chieving work life balance is an investment 
which fetches long term rewards. A balanced life 
is one where we spread our energy and effort, 
whether it is emotional, intellectual, 
imaginative, spiritual and or physical, between the key areas of 
importance. The best work life balance is different for each of 
us because we all have different priorities and different lives. 

In general, a meaningful daily achievement and 
enjoyment in each of the four life quadrants - work, family, 
friends, self, could be termed as balanced life. Imbalance in 
any of the quadrants will topple an individual. But is it a 
problem that an organization should worry about? The answer 
is - Yes. The work place has become the single greatest source 
of stress. 

Statistics reveals that 75-90% physician’s visits are 


LEADING THE SESSIONS 
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THE CENTER FOR MANAGEMENT STUDIES, JAIN 
UNIVERSITY, ORGANISED ‘WORK LIFE BALANCE’, A 
NATIONAL LEVEL FACULTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 





related to stress. Continued negligence of workplace stress will 
lead to psychological strain, work place violence and 
absenteeism, apart from the major health problems for 
individual employee, costing the profitability and good will of 
the company. Obviously, it is hard to ignore the wakeup call 
and hence the faculty development program organized by Jain 
University aimed to bring about a focus on this increasingly 
important aspect of modern life. 

“When we talk about our life, we have to ask, do we enjoy 
our life?” Dr. Chenraj Jain, Chancellor, Jain University spoke 
on the need for categorizing and managing one’s time in order 
to have a balanced life. Often we get into activities that are not 
productive. One has to make sure that we spend our time 
productively, creating a planned system for better living. 
Living in the moment is important in order to put forward our 
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LEARNING NEW ROPES : Participants at the Faculty Development Programme. 


best efforts, he suggested. 

Ms. Snehal Mantri, the Chief Guest on the occasion spoke 
about enjoying what you do. “We should try to do the work we 
enjoy. Stress never bothers those who make work as their 
hobby.” Killing the monotony in the daily schedule and always 
breaking your own benchmarks, will let you excel in life and at 
work. Time management and delegation are two aspects that 
must be considered as well, she pointed out. 

The programme was based on select learning techniques 
like Behaviour Modelling, Lectures, Interactive Sessions, 
Meditation and Yoga. This helps to improve oneself in real 
time in all four domains of life - work, home, community, self, 
with greater harmony between them. Participants learned by 
doing, by reflection and discussion, by challenging 
perceptions and discovering new ones. Learning happens. 

Prof. Vasanthi Srinivasan, from the Indian Institute of 
Management handled the first session of the workshop 
speaking on “Work-Life Balance” of academics. In India, 
research with regard to work life balance has been mostly 
women centric. “As researchers we need to step back and ask, 
are we making a definitional problem here with an assumption 
that women will start with greater work life balance and 
therefore there is every reason to investigate”, she pointed out. 

Yogacharya Swami Devaprasad handled a session on 
Yoga at the work place. He addressed various aspects of yoga, 
which would serve to provide solutions to balance work and 
life, also to beat stress and tension. 

The next session was by Mr. Rahul Kapoor with the topic 
‘Is It Time for a Change?’ livening up the afternoon session, he 





elaborated on issues of relationships, attitude and concepts 
that envisioned the quest towards happiness for each person 
Mr. Deepak Shinde also spoke on the occasion. 

Though work life balance is a theme of interest for all 
employed people, this work shop was aimed to benefit thi 
education sector to a greater extent. The target audience fol 
this program was mainly Educators, Corporate trainers, 
Counselors, Professors, Assistant Professors, Lecturers 
Doctoral students and Research associates. 

The objectives of the programme included helping 
participants to identify the major stress factors in their life, 
help them learn to manage time in a better way and identify 


and set priorities in life and provide relaxation techniques. ® 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA STUDIES. ATT EMPTED TO 
ANALYZE, INTERPRET AND SPREAD THE WORD TO THE MASSES ABOUT THE 
PRESENT STATE OF MEDIA. 
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he reflection of passion is 
what you see, mirages that 
would set you free, 
announced the Master of 
Ceremony at the media fest, Mélange 
2010 organised by the Department Of 
Communication And Media Studies, 
Jain University on 15 and 16 September. 
The initial day saw the preliminary 
rounds while the second day dawned to 
the final showdown. 
The event was inaugurated by the 
Chief Guest, 
renowned filmmaker and media person. 


Indrajith Lankesh 

“Mélange 2010 is an attempt to 
analyse, interpret and spread the word to 
the masses, about the present state of 
media,” claimed the organizers; an 
endeavour for the betterment of media, 
an effort to bring a revolution in the 
media world, a quest for media that 
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mirrors reality. An inaugural dance set 
the mood of festivity for the event. 

“When I talk about media, I am 
opening a huge Pandora’s box, because 
everybody has something or the other to 
say about media.” said Mr. Dinesh, 
Principal, Centre for Management 
Studies, Jain university. He articulated 
on the current visual media scenario 
with numerous television channels, and 
even more in the anvil. He expressed that 
programmes like Mélange would aid the 
students in excelling in this highly 
dynamic media scenario. 

Profession in media is a serious and 
responsible one, said Mr Lankesh. What 
one propagates through a print or visual 
medium has a wide effect on the 
audience, forming an opinion on the 
entire state or nation itself. Today there 
is a huge choice for the audience to select 








Chief Guest, Indrajith Lankesh 


in terms of media. Because of this, the 


competition in the field is high. “You 
have to be the best”, he urged the 
students. 

“Events such as Mélange would 
serve to bring a new dimension to the 
field of media,” said Dr. Choodamani 
Nandagopal, Dean of Studies. India is 
emerging in the field of media, but 
compared to many of the international 
media, the Indian counterparts still have 
along way to go. Itis up to the youngsters 
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| From concepts to enhance the 
brand value of Bangalore 
Metropolitan Transport 

I Corporation to that of brands 

I such as HMT, the participants 

! brought up ideas that were fresh 
| and untested to a large extent. 


to take up the challenge and strive for 
excellence in the field. Media persons 
are often challenged at various levels, 
and the biggest challenge is the 
innovation in technology itself. “For 
anyone who wants to be highly creative, 
this is the perfect field,” she added. 

The fest started with the screening 
of films. From short fiction to 
documentaries, the screening witnessed 
movies that addressed various social, 
cultural and personal issues and themes. 
After the screening the interactions with 
the makers of the films and the audience 
made the fest very much a participatory 


event. 


Mad —ads enthused the audience 
with participants involving themselves 
to put on great performance expressing 
their opinions on various aspects 
through satirical acts. Bringing a mix of 
commercial and social issues through 
the medium, students excelled in putting 
together performances to entertain and 
inform the audience. 

The brand makeover section saw 
students coming up with innovative 
ideas to reposition and repromote 
already existing brands. From concepts 
to enhance the brand value of Bangalore 
Metropolitan Transport Corporation to 
that of brands such as HMT, the 
participants brought up ideas that were 
fresh and untested to a large extent. Quiz 
programme tested the knowledge 
quotient of the students. 

Communication theorists have 
helped to understand media to a certain 
extent through theories of Magic Bullet, 
Hypodermic Needle, Limited Paradigm 
Effects and so on. Media today thrives on 





manipulation and slanting of news. In 
Marshall McLuhan’s words, “All media 
exist to invest our lives with artificial 
perceptions and arbitrary values.” 

With Mélange ‘10, students have 
candidly attempted to differentiate 
between the two faces of media that we 
see. One, an ardent portrayal of reality; 
another, a beacon of light gone astray. 


HINDI - KANNADA 
TRANSLATION WORKSHOP 


Jain University, in association with 
Kuvempu Bhasha Bharti, 
Government of Karnataka, 
organised a five day Hindi-Kannada 
translation workshop from 24th to 
28th August 2010. The Chief Guest 
for the inaugural ceremony was 
Smt. Saroja Vyas, President of 
literary association, 'Shabd’. The 
programme served to throw light on 
the nuances of the art of translation 
in its practical sense. 
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ANVESHANA, CULTURAL AND LITERARY FEST OF 
SBMJC SAW STUDENTS PROVING THEIR METTLE IN 





CN ollege life is much more than the non academic ones. 
g "classroom education. In fact Anveshana, the annual 
WEA è ; ô A 
| from the day a student sets intracollegiate cultural and literary fest 
. j 


Q foot in the campus, he is in a of Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer Jain College 
constant pursuit of experiences. If a was organised with this very principle in 


considerable percentage of it is conveyed mind. And, even as the purpose remains a 
in classrooms, the rest comes from so, the energy with which students take 
interactions, with individuals of upthe cultural fest is in itself a reason for 
different cultures and personality types. its existence. 

However, a major student activity that “Anveshana is the search for 
plays an important role in the growthofa excellence”, declared the organisers in 
student in college are the intra and cheer. The vibrancy and enthusiasm of 
intercollegiate competitions, especially the participants and the event would 
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make one wonder about the statement. 
But, that exactly is the strength of the 
programme. Anveshana was a 
celebration. A celebration of flair. 

The fest was inaugurated by Dr. N 
Sundararajan, Vice Chancellor of Jain 
University. The other dignitaries at the 
inaugural ceremony included the 
Principal as well as the controller of 
exams. 

A major intention of Anveshana was 
to set up a platform for the newcomers of 


the college to prove their talents. It was a 


stage for them to be selected to go further 
into inter collegiate ad inter university 


competitions and programmes. 

The students not only found the 
stage to be an ideal place to show off their 
talents and skills, they also made it an 
opportunity to experiment, express and 
expose their creative aptitude to the rest 
of the college and the world. 

“It is one of the most exciting times 
of the year”, says one of the students 
sitting among the audience. 

Also part of the aim of the event was 
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to build leadership skills withıii 
students. To this end, the whole fest was 
organised by the students themselves 


i 


Thus it was no surprise when one saw th 
organisers rushing here and there at thi 
venue, anxious to manage and execut 
the event in the planned manner 

The fest 


disciplines, mainly commerce 


covered four majo 
science 
cultural and arts. Some of th 
competitions were directly related to th 
academics and served to bring about 


wider perspective on the subjects. 
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JAIN UNIVERSITY IS A HUB OF RESEARCH ACTIVITIES. HERE IS A GLIMPSE 
INTO THE ONGOING RESEARCH AT THE UNIVERSITY 
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© ENCOURAGING ENTERPRISE 


Sometimes it is worth taking a risk 


Innovative technologies fora — 
better future © ee 


Research is a 
sig niticant aspect 
that has contributed 


to every aspect of 


human life and every 


discipline of study. 
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hen our fore fathers discovered fire and invented the wheel in the bygone 

days, they might not have known the colossal effect these entities would have 

upon human civilization in the years to come. The way to their inventions 
might not have been the methodological collection of information and analysis we have 
today but nevertheless some research must have gone into it. Research is a significant 
aspect that has contributed to every aspect of human life and every discipline of study. 
While in early days, research might not have been identified for what it was but now it has 
acquired its much deserved position in the great scheme of things. 


1 is working in several areas 
akes, rainfall and eco protection 


i | 





he frequency of natural disasters has increased in the 

past few years. In fact, over the past decade number of 

people affected by natural disasters has reached two 

billion. India is no exception. Natural disasters have 
caused several setbacks in many parts of India. We perhaps, can 
hardly forget the recent cloud burst in Leh leading to a landslide and 
loss of several lives. 

Considering the destruction that natural disasters leave in their 
wake, preparedness to tackle them attains prominence. The Centre 
of Disaster Mitigation Management at Jain University is working in 
several of these areas including Fire hazards and Earthquakes. 





Headed by Dr. R N Iyengar, the Centre is active in several areas 
and intends to rise up to the challenges of modern age. 




















When we look at the past few decades it becomes quite 
evident that there has been a sea change in the structured 
found in India. The buildings are literally sprouting and there 
are numerous high rise commercial as well as residential 
structures. According to Dr. Bhaskar Dixit, one of the 
scientists closely associated with the Centre, the safety issues 
have attained a greater level of challenge. 


In the words of Dr. Dixit, “If we examine closely, the fire 


hazards are not very frequent. Even though we cannot deny 
the scale of disaster, they bring in their wake, usually there is a 
time lag and everyone becomes complacent till the next 
incident occurs. Hence, the prescriptive courses are often not 
updated as soon as they should be.” 


Over the past 
decade number of 
people affected by 
natural disasters has 
reached two billion. 
India is no 


exception. Natural 
disasters have 
caused several 
setbacks in many 
parts of India 





Dr. Dixit further adds that there is a need to inculcate the 
knowledge gained after any fire incident to the prescriptive 
courses in order to make it more effective. Also, unlike West, 
India faces problems such as narrow lanes where access is 
much more difficult to the site of the accidents. And, the scale 
of fire accident depends on the fuel load in a building. For 
instance a library provides a huge fuel load. 

The members working at CDM are of the view that twin 
approaches need to be adapted in case of any natural disaster. 
One is to create awareness amongst general public and 
another is to engage in research and development activities 
that can lead to better and fool proof technology to fight 
natural disasters as far as possible. They believe that the 
initiatives adopted by Jain University are a major step in the 
direction. 

Dr. Dixit further adds, “There is a need for performance 
based designs to deal with fire hazards. Another area that can 
be of help is the fire dynamics simulations. These can be 
executed using two models. One is a coarse machine and 
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There is a need to inculcate the knowledge gained after any 
fire incident to the prescriptive courses in order to make it 


more effective 





another is computation based designs.” Dr. 
Dixit explains that these two can be useful in 
gaining a fair insight into the direction of the 
plumes. Another issue of import that he brings 
to notice that the machines in use today can 
barely make any predictions regarding soot 
which is of utmost significance in a fire incident. The 
Centre is focusing its research in these areas regarding fire 
hazard. “The reason why soot gains significance is that the 
smoke generated during a fire accident contains soot particles 
that lead to radiation and obscuration,” says Dr.Dhixit. 

The Centre is making inroads in these areas and dealing 
with two angles, one is creating awareness and another is 
training more experts in the field. Towards this end, the 
Centre is offering a Post Graduate Diploma in Fire Safety 
Engineering and is initiating processes to start an 
Undergraduate course shortly. The courses will focus on the 
interdisciplinary nature of fire engineering that combines 
essential components of Mechanical, Civil, Structural, 
Electrical and Chemical Engineering. 

There are several other areas of research in which the 
centre is engaged. These range from study of rainfall to the 
promotion of green technology. One of the projects that the 
Centre is involved in is the extraction of valuable minerals 
from the leftover flyash. At present 50 per cent of the flyash 
waste being generated by various activities is going unutilized. 
The Centre is engaged in the extraction of Silica and Alumina 
rich substances from the flyash, thus promoting the concept of 
zero waste. 

Another novel Green Campus initiative being taken by the 
Centre is generating energy from waste. The focus of the Bio- 
Waste Plant will lie at the Jain Global Campus where energy 
will be produced from Garden wastes and Kitchen wastes. In 
addition, sewage water will be treated to grow algae which in 
turn will produce energy. 

The two other areas where the Centre is actively engaged 
in research include Rainfall and Earthquake Hazard 
Mitigation Studies. India is vulnerable to both these hazards 
which wreak havoc in various parts of the country every year. 
The Centre is making a conscious effect to study rainfall 
activities beginning from Karnataka. The ultimate aim is to 
make timely forecasts in order to counter negative effects 
perpetrated by random rainfall patterns. @ 
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FURTHERING RESEARCH 


IN SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Centre fap Karchi in Godal Sepa ahd Education 
is setting new standards in the field 


ociety, its functioning and the way its entities 
interact have been of interest to many who do not 
take things at face value and do not hesitate to ask 





questions that the others might usually avoid. Out of this quest 
to understand society and its operatives, was born the Social 
Sciences. Focusing on numerous subjects that deal with 
people, politics and society it covers an array of subjects from 
political science to population studies, geography and so on. 


PRESENT SCENARIO 

Research in Social Sciences is particularly well developed in 
North America and Western Europe. However, it stands 
several notches lower from its counterparts in Science and 
Technology in the South Asian Countries. Subbaiah 
Arunachalam, a noted information Consultant in India, states 
in his report, Social Science Research in the South Asian 
Countries that the status of Social Science Research is not as 
desired in Sri Lanka, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
though India fares better than her neighbours when we look at 
the numbers. Comparing the data from Social Science 
Citation Index (SSCI), and Scientific Citation Index (SCI), the 


The methodology used for Social Science 
Research has witnessed a complete 


transformation in the past decade 


report says that for the eight year period considered for 
research the ratio of SSCI to that indexed in SCI was found to 
be 2.6% in India and 3.7% in Pakistan to 9.4% in Sri Lanka, 
9.8% in Bangladesh and 11.3% in Nepal. 

It is interesting to note that all these countries including 
India are plagued by a number of social issues as Arunachalam 
also points out in his report. Anybody living in the South Asian 
countries is not a stranger to the issues of terrorism, religious 
conflicts, caste disparities and political upheavals suffered by 


the countries. Apart from these economic conditions of most 
of the countries including India is fraught with several 
problems from ways to decrease the gap between the rich and 
the poor to implementation of both micro and macro- 
economic policies. 


SIGNIFICANCE 

Proper research is a pre requisite for the formation of policies 
and it is not only an obligation but a duty of the institutions of 
higher learning to further research and development in the 
field of Social Science Research. Condoning to the idea of 
promoting research and hence, progress, Jain University has 
consolidated all its research activities under the aegis of 
Centre for Research in Social Science and Education. 

The research Centre is one of the most active and has 
acquired recognition within a short period of time. The Centre 
functioning under the leadership of Dr. Sandeep Shastri has 
undertaken significant projects, especially in the field of 
Political Science Research. 

Delving deeply into the comparative study of Democracy 
and Federalism, the Centre has already reached its work far 
and wide. With more and more nations opting 
for the democratic form of Government and 
many other having them in the experimental 
state research in the field has become further 
significant. India being one of the largest 
democracies in the world and experiencing 
several change in trends in the last decade, 
becomes an interesting and important exercise to study the 
challenges, pitfalls and benefits of the democratic form of 
Government. 

CERSSE has made forays into developing nations such as 
Sudan and other developing and underdeveloped nations in 
the areas of federalismsand experience with democracy. 

The Centre is alsocommitted to bring about excellence in 
Social Science research in India with far reaching impact, as 
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becomes evident by the views expressed by Dr. Shastri. He 
agrees that research in the field of Social Sciences has 
undergone a sea change. “The methodology used for Social 
Science Research has witnessed a complete transformation in 
the past decade. There is much more emphasis on rigour in 
research and quantitative methods are being given as much 
significance as the qualitative methods,” pointed out Dr. 
Shastri. 


EXPANDING ROLES 

Further, the CERSSE is also functioning as one of the crucial 
points for survey research training and conducting survey. 
Survey research acts as a pointer of trends and yields several 
important data used for policy formation and other strategic 
planning. The centre has already conducted workshops for 
training individuals to do survey research in the field. The 
training was aimed to provide orientation to the participants 


Social Sciences bring 
together several 
significant entities; what 
the human mind thinks 
and how it relates to 
others being one of them 














CERSSE has made forays into 


developing nations such as Sudan 
and other developing and 
underdeveloped nations in the 
areas of federalism and experience 
with democracy. 


for the challenges faced during the survey and providing them 
guidance on howto goon about it. 

At present CERSSE has also received a project from to 
conduct a survey related to the youth of Karnataka. The project 
that will focus on following a rigorous methodology and 
training will be provided to everyone working on the project. 

CERSSE is performing the twin functions of being a 
vibrant research centre where experienced and dedicated 
researchers in the field of Social Science are doing meaningful 
research and lending its expertise to the students who are 
pursuing research degrees in the same field. 

CERSSE as the name itself suggests is equally active in the 
field of education research. Education is one of the most 
essential ingredients that ensure success of a nation. With the 
changing trends, it is also essential to become innovative in 


imparting education. The research centre is already providing 


its support to the scholars researching in the field of education. @ 
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ENCOURAGING ENTERPRISE 


na j Jain Centre for Entrepreneurship is one of 
in india, helping start upsa an e S 
‘su eor: ee. 


ntrepreneurship-, the word has fired many a 

imagination. It has lead to several success stories 

for those who have understood its value and were 
ready to bear the hardships of becoming entrepreneurs. India 
itself is home to several such individuals who have gone 
beyond the idea of taking up jobs and have established their 
own organizations. 

With more and more students taking charge of their 
destiny and pursuing dreams of having their own enterprises, 
entrepreneurship has witnessed a boost in India too. And the 
Indian Economy had never looked better for those interested 
in starting their own businesses than it looked after the post 
liberalization period. 


OPPORTUNITY 
The regulations that provided existing corporate an 
opportunity to breathe freely, also created space for a new 
generation of entrepreneurs. New areas and new players thus 
emerged. 

However, it must be noted that the system of 
Entrepreneurship that is applicable to many of the developed 


Innovations is the specific instrument of 
entrepreneurship. The act that endows resources 
with a new capacity to create wealth - Peter Drucker 


nations such as U.S. and U.K. is not applicable to developing 
countries like India. The developed nations have in many 
cases an advantage due to the ability to make optimum use of 
resources. Their superior technology ensures this. On the 
contrary, in the developing nations the resources usually are 
not used to their fullest. But, at the same time a developing 
economy provides many opportunities to come up with 
innovations that can be then translated into profitable 
business. 





Despite the challenges faced by small, medium as well as 
large enterprises in developing nations, we cannot deny the 
crucial role they play in the development of a country. They 
create new employment opportunities and add to the GDP 
significantly. 


PROMOTING STARTUPS 
Jain Group of Institutions has been known to promote the idea 
of entrepreneurship ever since its inception and the same can 
be claimed for the University. To further this cause, the 
University has initiated research and other activities in the 
filed under the aegis of R Chenraj Jain Centre for 
Entrepreneurship (RCJCE) . The Centre has inherited many 
ideals of JGI and it working tirelessly to encourage business. 
The Centre headed by Prof. NVH Krishnan is one of its 
kinds in more than one way. It’s activities are not merely 
restricted to research but also helping groups and individuals 
to set up their own enterprises. These can be students, 
members of a community or society or even individuals. The 
University already has expertise in incubating companies in 
various fields from education to hospitality and the Centre is 
building upon these experiences. 

The idea of entrepreneurship is 
deeply meshed with the principles of the 
Chancellor of Jain University, Dr R 
Chenraj Jain. Dr Jain has been an 
inspiration for many students at Jain 
University who have gone on to start their 
own businesses either during the course of their studies or 
after finishing their studies. With a dream to churn out 
entrepreneurs who can contribute to 2 per cent of India’s GDP, 
Dr.Jain has provided his support in all forms to the Centre. 


CHALLENGES 

Owning an enterprise is not a small feat as anyone who runs a 
business will tell. It comes with its own demand on both time 
and resources. There are several talented individuals and 
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groups who have brilliant ideas but do not get the right sort of 
orientation. The Centre comprising of a board from the 
corporate world helps them to give substance to their ideas 
and hence, set them on the right path. Providing support to the 
start ups is one of the major functions of the Centre. 

Another focal point of the Centre is to conduct quality 
research. Rapidly shifting economic scene and the growing 
Indian Economy has necessitated research in the field. The 
research areas are as exhaustive as it is diverse as far as 
Entrepreneurship is considered. From market research, to the 
research of existing industries it covers a broad range of topics. 
It is only through organized research that the foundations of 
profit making public and private sector enterprises can be laid 
down. The board members of the Centre, comprising 
corporate as well as academicians supervise research projects 
in different areas related to Entrepreneurship. 


With more and more 
students taking charge of 
their destiny and pursuing 
dreams of having their own 
enterprises, entrepreneurship 
has witnessed a boost in 
India too. 








Rapidly shifting economic scene 
and the growing Indian Economy 
has necessitated research in the 
field. The research areas are as 
exhaustive as it is diverse as far as 
Entrepreneurship is considered. 


DIVERSE ACTIVITIES 

However, the activities of the Centre are not only limited 
to macro-economic concerns. The Centre firmly believes in 
empowering communities through making them self 
sufficient and provides consultancy services for the same. 

The various tie ups of the RCJCE helps it to draw from a 
vast pool of talent. The Centre has been closely working with 
the National Entrepreneurship Network (NEN) and Rai 
Foundation in different fields. The Centre also played a crucial 
role during the Entrepreneurship Week, joining hands with 
NEN to conduct sessions on various aspects related to 
Entrepreneurship. 

Several workshops, seminars and training sessions have 
been conducted under the Centre. The major aim of all these 
events has been to encourage and train the participants to 


start their own businesses and promote research in the field. @ 











echnology is one field that has made its presence 
felt everywhere. It has made human life easy in 
many ways. In quest of unraveling the secrets 
between various natural phenomena and create new things 
and processes, man has reached a stage where technology is 
evolving at an accelerated pace. 

The advancement of technology is not only essential for 
the development of Science and Technology but it also impacts 
other areas such as standard of living of people and the 
economy of a nation. A country cannot succeed in its march 
towards development if it cannot get the benefits of 
indigenously developed technology. 

The Centre for Emerging Technology is a part of Jain 
University that is working on the latest technological 
developments that are already making their influence felt. 

Research and development is an integral part of the 
Centre. Headed by Dr Krishna Venkatesh, CET has become 
carved a niche in the field of technological research. 
Established with an aim to build a strong industry institute 
relationship, CET has by far surpassed its initial goal by 
expanding the scope and area of its functioning. 

The thrust areas where CET is promoting research 
activities include Nanotechnology, Tribology, Aerospace 
Technology, Bionanotechnology and such other advanced 


areas of science and technology. The Centre has shown 
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promising work in the field of Aerospace Technology. The 
efforts have resulted in many success stories in the field of 
unmanned Micro Air Vehicles (MAV). 

The dedicated and highly qualified researchers of CET 
firmly believe that research in technological fields cannot get 
the desired results until the industry that is supposed to use 
these technologies is also involved. Hence, the Centre has 
established several partnerships with the industries. One of 
the latest is with TUV Rheinland, one of the globally renowned 
names in the field of technology. Under this partnership the 
Centre is has also launched an M.Tech Programme. 

Another crucial issue that CET team believes in is 
encouraging students in their pursuits of knowledge. There is 
a huge demand for technically sound scientists who can take 
initiatives and develop innovative technologies. The student 
involvement in the projects at CET acts as a training ground 
for them to apply the theories and learn from their 
experiences. Apart from other projects, CET has also trained 
two batches of students who took part in the SAE 2009 and 
SAE 2010 competitions, bringing laurels not only for the 
institution but also for the country. 
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he ongoing research and development 
activities at Jain University have also been 
translated into research degrees. The 
University is offering M.Phil as well as PhD. Degrees 
and has scholars pursuing research across various 
disciplines. 
Sowmya Puttaraju, pursuing M.Phil in Psychology 
at Jain University was attracted to her field by her 
observing the students. She explains, “Through my 


research is Biotechnology (Cytotoxic Study of Herbal 
Extracts on Animal and Cancer Cell Lines. Shruti was 
attracted to this area of research owing to many factors. 
In her own words, “Cancer is one of the most dreadful 
diseases with a death toll of millions every year. Till 
date, there is no permanent cure available for it.” 
Sunitha B.K. is another M.Phil Scholar of Jain 
University who chose Jain just as another University. 


“Earlier I had cleared the entrance test of two other 


academic career at various levels, I have observed that  Uņpiversities. However, I realized it was more about 


the performance of a student was affected by factors services to the guide and less about research. So, when I 


beyond content, knowledge and relevant test taking applied to Jain University I did not expect any miracle. 


skills. Non-academic factors often psychological in However, I soon realized that research at JU is one 


ignificantly infl h mic , i 
noiose Ee MENNAN Manes: ANG alagem of the best learning experiences I ever had. Here the 


erformance.” , . nai 
p Guide and teachers do not just preach but initiate the 


Another person who was influenced by previous ey l i 
thinking process that is very important for research. 


experiences at JGI institution to take up research at , , i ae. À 
p san. py p Sunitha is pursuing her M.Phil in Marketing as 
Jain University is Shruti Nair. Having pursued her i aia 
according to her it is a new, challenging and hitherto not 


Masters from Jain College, she was also quite sure of the midvexplosed field ia tadia 


high standards and quality teaching. Shruti’s area of 


CET also provides research and consultancy services to 
the industry. Product development is one of the focal points of 
CET. Besides this, the consistent performance of CET as a hub 
for research and development activities has helped it take up 
projects with leading research centres of India such as Indian 
Space Research Organization (ISRO) and Defence Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO). 

While technological development has a high priority at 
CET, it also recognizes the need to create eco —friendly 
technology. One of the latest initiatives of CET is to establish a 
solar plant at Jain Global Campus. This plant will generate 
1MW power and fulfill the energy requirements of the campus. 
The project will be completed in collaboration with TUV 
Rheinland. This would result in saving some two lakhs units of 
power. The plant will be built at a cost of Rs 10 to 12 crores and 
is expected to be completed within a year. The step will 
definitely help to save energy when power consumption is 
increasing day by day. 

In the coming years the Centre is committed to continue 
its studies and further diversify its research areas. 
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Spotlight 


The Human 
in WAR 


It is one thing to be a Social Worker. 
However it is an entirely different thing 
to be the same in a war affected area. 

And that is exactly what makes 
Dr. Rajaram stand a class apart. 


By Prasanth Aby Thomas 
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s he sits at his table, Dr. Rajaram 
Subbian may not appear to be 
nything more than your 
average humanitarian worker. But if one 
takes a moment to gaze into his dark 
brown eyes, perhaps you could get a 
glimpse of the sea of experience that he 
has. And if you listen to him talk, then 
rest assured that he is going to take you 
on a journey, to corners of the world 
where life is much different to perhaps 
what you have known. 

“I had always been non-traditional 
and never followed any of my family 
members in terms of choosing my 
career”, Says Rajaram. He completed his 
studies in Social Work and soon moved 
into the Psychiatric Social Work field. 

“Only 
psychiatric setup I realised what people 


when I worked in a 
go through in terms of mental illness”, he 
points out. The experiences of the family 
members when someone is 
psychiatrically ill, touched him deeply as 
well. 

He was initially working in a 
rehabilitation centre. Rehabilitation is 
the process of assisting someone to 
improve and recover lost function after 
an event, illness or injury that has caused 
Rehabilitation 
centres are a facility providing therapy 


functional limitations. 
and training for rehabilitation. “Since 
my knowledge of rehabilitation at the 
time was not much, I too fell in line with 
their system of rehabilitation”, he says. 

But after a while he realised that it 
was not the best way, however could not 
come up or recognise a best way for 
treatment. He later joined National 
Institute of Mental Health and Neuro 
Sciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore for 
academic purposes and decided to go 
deeper into the field. 

“As I went into psychiatric social 
work, my aim was to be in the field, 
understand the problems of people 
suffering from psychiatric illnesses and 
help them and their families”, he says. 

Soon after that he went on to work in 





various places including the Madurai 
Institute of Social Sciences and later in 
BM Institute of Mental Health, 
Ahmadabad as well. 


A VARIED APPROACH 

His experiences with people who 
suffer during this time had touched him 
deep. So much so that when he came 
back to NIMHANS, he decided to try an 
approach that was slightly varied from 
the one that was already present. He 
chose to select patients who were 


It is aitti 
not about 
who is 
and 


that matters. 
Regardless of 
who may be 
right or wrong, 
the 


remains difficult. 


who is 
| 
| 


deemed hopeless by the authorities, took 
them out and held short camps and 
programmes for them. 

“These programmes gave me a 
realisation that what hospitals have been 
struggling to do for years, we could 
achieve in two weeks.” This gave him an 
insight into the ill effects of 
rehabilitation, psycho social 
intervention and allied services 
becoming institutionalised. And he 
understood the need to take the services 


out of the institution. 


Spotlight 





INITIAL STAGES 

It was during the time that the Sri 
Lankan Ministry of Health and Social 
Services invited him to start a two year 
diploma course in Social Work in Sri 
Lanka. 

Thus started his stint in Sri Lanka 
and his work with the war torn people. 
He conducted a course in Social Work 
along with the National Institute of 
Social Development. His first venture 
into the affected areas was for the 
purpose of traineeships for his students 
in nongovernmental organisations 
there. 
further novel 


This led him to 


experiences and he says, “That’s the time 
I came to know about what war does. “It 
was horrible, especially since I had never 
come across the atrocities of war and the 
humiliation of people.” 

Living in a country like India one 
would often not bother to think of our 
It is taken for 


without us ourselves knowing we enjoy 


rights much. granted 
the rights. But it was not the case for him 
out there. “At anytime one could be 
stopped by anyone, frisked and checked. 
I had to often convince them of the 


reason I was there.” 


A REALISATION 

His experiences as he travelled through 
the land in connection with his work led 
him to realise the struggles of common 
people as they deal with the effects of 
war. 

“Those caught in a war die, those 
who survive it, suffer”, he points out. 
There is no living happily in or after a 
war. 

It is ultimately not about who is 
right and who is wrong that matters. 
Regardless of who may be right or 


wrong, the reality of war remains 
difficult. In any war torn country, people 
with 


qualification and those 


money, high educational 


with useful 
contacts within and outside the country, 


manage to leave the place. Those left 
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behind without any of the three remain. 
In other words, those who can afford to 
get out, do so. Others get trapped. 

And once you get left behind, life 
would become practically difficult. Often 
houses may be destroyed. One has to 
rebuild them himself. When the war is at 
its worst, without an option you are 
forced into camps for internally 
displaced persons (IDP). And such 
camps would often be crowded and the 
facilities and situation will not be ideal 
for sustainable and respectful living. 

“In these situations children are 
trapped. They do not know what to do”, 
he says. Education, employment and 
even the daily needs become a struggle 
during such situations. Often the 
children and women get abused and the 
men are suspected and none gets to work 
and all are forced to be dependent on dry 
ration given either by the Government or 
United Nations (UN). 

Once his engagement with the 
Social Work course was over, he joined 
an international non-government 
organization to develop psycho-social 
programmes that are community based 
for the children in Sri Lanka. 

It was tough work. “There were 
times I have cried”, he says. And at times 
his life itself was in danger. 


TESTING TIMES 

Once he was returning from a 
meeting and it was quite late. As he 
entered the town where he was staying, 
he could sense a change in the air. It was 
pitch dark, as there were no street lights. 
The only light was at the army check 
posts. At one of the check posts, his auto- 
rickshaw was stopped. On enquiry, he 
came to know that there was a bomb 
blast in the area and the whole place was 
cordoned off. 

However, since he had no option 
but to go to the place he stays, he insisted 
on moving ahead. The check post 
officials allowed him to go on till the next 
check post to know more about the 
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situation and whether it was safe to move 


further on. 

So off he went in the rickshaw. As 
the rick went forward, its wheel got stuck 
on a barbed wire used as a barricade to 
protect army camp. The vehicle was not 
able to move and neither he nor the 
driver was sure of getting out to check 
the problem. 

Suddenly out of the darkness came 
the sound of boots, approaching at a fast 
pace. The army had mistaken him for an 
intruder and had rushed to the place. 
Only after they were convinced of Dr. 
Rajaram’s identity did they let him off. 
“They said, we could have shot you on the 
spot”. And it was true. A mistaken 
identity for a second would have brought 





his life to danger. 

Another time, he was supposed to 
have a meeting with one of the officials. 
Before the meeting though, someone 
came and informed him that there was a 
bomb blast at the place of his scheduled 
meeting. However, the man asked him 
not to be deterred and said that the 
meeting would go as per schedule. “I felt 
that for them, bomb blast and shooting 
had become very normal”. And as he 
went for the meeting, the person he was 
supposed to meet him was standing with 
a garland for him. “It was a paradox”, he 
smiles, “we sat amidst the shatters and 
empty bullet cases and had a discussion 
to improve the educational 
opportunities for children” 


FURTHER VENTURES 

After his work in Sri Lanka, Dr. 
Rajaram was part of many similar 
ventures. He worked in Nepal for a few 
months and later was part of 
humanitarian work in Bangladesh. 

In the year 2004, Dr. Rajaram was 
part of humanitarian work in some of the 
areas of Uganda which was affected by 
ethnic clashes. He was part of the 
International Rescue Committee. 

The International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is a non-sectarian, 
nongovernmental international relief 
and development organization based in 
the United States, with operations in 
over 40 countries. The IRC’s mission is 
to provide emergency relief, post- 








conflict development and resettlement 
services; to work for the protection of 
human rights; and to advocate for those 
uprooted or affected by violent conflict 
and oppression. Composed of first 
responders, humanitarian relief 
workers, international development 
experts, health care providers, and 
educators, the IRC has assisted millions 
of people around the world since its 
founding in 1933. 

IRC had taken a project of a 
consortium of five international 
nongovernmental organisations who 
had taken up a venture to bring peace 
and harmony, psycho social care and 
HIV care. The NGO personnel worked in 
partnership with local NGOs and 


NOT MANY SOCIAL 
WORKERS HAVE CHOSEN 


THIS FIELD OF WORK. MAY 
BE DUE TO THE LACK OF 
AWARENESS ABOUT THIS 
FIELD, OR MAY BE DUE TO 
THE DIFFICULTIES 
INVOLVED IN IT. 


through them they reached the children 
and families. Dr. Rajaram was a 
consultant for the psychosocial 
programme, monitoring the 
implementation of the programme and 
aided in building the capacity of the NGO 
and other stake holders. 

Around two years later, he was in 
Afghanistan, working in a much recent 
situation though to a large extent in 
similar conditions. His work was as a 
trainer to the UNICEF national team. He 
visited schools and conducted 
programmes. 

All throughout these missions, his 
concentration was on children and 
families. Regardless of where war is, who 
the people involved in, children seem to 
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be one of the most affected category. 
Often they don’t seem like children at all, 
they talk and behave like adults. They 
grow in anon-trusting paranoid culture, 
are calculative and look for options of 
survival. 

However, the children in their 
condition are quite vulnerable. Lack of 
education is an issue in almost all the war 
afflicted areas. “I was quite anxious 
about these children”, says Dr. Rajaram. 
However, he says, the children are much 
stronger than we would expect. They are 
resilient and know how to cope with 


issues. 


STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE 

Life is a struggle against hope in 
times of war. Different elements serve to 
bring hope to these people. At times it is 
religion, other times the cultural and 
community bonding. Whatever may be 
the reason, people struggle and try to 
survive 

And didn’t he have any issues 
connecting to people? “Definitely 
governments had no issues, and people 
once convinced of my intentions, were 
open to me,” says Dr. Rajaram. 
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When one is working in such 
conditions, the conscience has to be 
clear. His focus was children, and it was 
important for his survival that there was 
no wavering in his focus. “My focus was 
to work with affected children and 
families, whether they are in IDP camps, 
Refugee Camps, government controlled 
area or rebel controlled areas”, he says. 

He had to be extra careful when he 
spoke as well. Nothing of offence in 
terms of words or action could be 
afforded. “It was a constant walk on egg 
shell,” he smiles. 

It is not easy to maintain a calm 


“MY FOCUS WAS TO WORK 
WITH AFFECTED CHILDREN 
AND FAMILIES, WHETHER 
THEY ARE IN IDP CAMPS, 


REFUGEE CAMPS, 
GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED 
AREA OR REBEL 
CONTROLLED AREAS” 


mind when one encounters 
the experiences that Dr. 
Rajaram has gone through. 
Often, he says, he would feel 
) ae agitated facing the atrocities. 
It is not easy to judge anyone 
in any situation, more so in 
war. But actions do disturb 
j and shock you as the trauma 
‘ goes beyond human 
comprehension and you end 
up wondering why such 

cruelty. 
Even after coming 
back home, the memories do 
@ remain and the experiences 
have influenced him to a large 
extent. Even when a cracker 
bursts, he says for a moment 

n he is transported in time. 
Memories of gunshots and bomb blasts 
cometo him for a second. 

Not many social workers have 
chosen this field of work. May be due to 
the lack of awareness about this field, or 
may be due to the difficulties involved in 
it. Whatever the reason, his work does 
indeed create an impact among the 
people, especially children and families 
in their struggle for survival in difficult 
conditions. He strongly feels that 
professional social workers, especially 
the psychiatric social work professionals 
are specially equipped to help the war 
affected communities. 





Remembrance 


Those who cease to dwell in our midst, 
Dwell in our hearts and memories 


Sun melts the mists and darkness every morning bathing the earth in a pristine 
light and departs every evening leaving her under a starry canopy. Nature is 
governed by these irrefutable rules, life and death being a part of it. However, there 
are some who leave behind their trail that is remembered forever. Such was 
Prof. M. Saraswati. 


Prof. Saraswati was Head of the Kannada Department at Jain University. 
Dedicating her services to the institution since the inception of Sri Bhagawan 
Mahaveer Jain College, she played a crucial role in shaping the department in its 
present form. Her dedication and commitment towards her profession and 
students were exemplary. 


An eminent academician, under her stewardship, the Kannada Vedike published 
its first book. Till date the Vedike has published more than 10 books that have 
gained a wide critical acclaim. 


However, Prof. Saraswati was not merely confined to classes and books. A versatile 
personality, she led an active pursuit of rich cultural traditions. She was involved 
with several theatre workshops and workshops on other folk forms. She had 
submitted her thesis to Bangalore University for the award of Doctoral degree. 


A friend, philosopher and guide to her students and a charming personality to all, 
the sad and untimely demise of Prof. Saraswati is deeply mourned by the entire Jain 
University. 
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MANAGING 
WASTE 





Waste generated by day to day activities play their 
role in degrading environment. However, recycling 
these waste materials can help to minimize the 
effect. 





By CHANDANA VASANTH, II SEM, CSE 
and SRIBASYAM AKSHARITHA II SEM, ME 


aste management basically depends on the 3 R’s Le. 
Reduce-Reuse-Recycle. These form the basis for waste 
management. Waste management pertains to the 





collection, transport, processing, recycling or disposal 
and monitoring of waste materials. The term usually relates to materials 
produced by human activity, and is generally undertaken to reduce their 
effect on health, the environment or aesthetics. 

Waste management is also carried out to recover resources from it. It 
can involve solid, liquid, gaseous or radioactive substances, with different 
methods and fields of expertise for each. 

First of all there are different kinds of waste. Solid waste consists of 
two types, Organic and Inorganic. Recycling is basically done to reduce the 
waste. The first need is to segregate the waste. Segregation forms an 
important part of waste management. This is because recycling requires 
clean waste. 

In order to make recycling a commercially viable process volume of 
the waste must be increased. There are two levels of segregation. First level 
segregation is separating the wet and dry waste. Then the second level 
segregation is done to increase the volume. Wet waste includes kitchen 
waste such as left over and other things. Dry waste includes pet bottles, 
plastic, paper, news paper and so on. The wet waste is usually used for 
compost and the dry waste is sent for recycling. The dry waste here in one 
of the plants we visited was usually plastic such as shampoo bottles, pet 
bottles, tetra packs, etc. These things are segregated into different bags 
and sent for recycling. 





DRY WASTE 

Dry waste segregation is significant 
because the value for each kind of waste 
is different in the crap market. Till a few 
weeks ago tetra packs were considered to 
be waste that could not be recycled. But 
ultimately they have found a solution for 
this in Gujarat. A new program has been 
developed for it. The tetra packs are sent 
to a place called Daman Ganga at Vaapi 
in Gujarat. Tetra packs contain 75% 
aluminium and 25% plastic. The 
aluminium extracted from these packs is 
used for making roofing sheets. It is 
extremely useful good quality paper. 
These aluminium roofing sheets are also 
used in Lalbagh. These tetra packs are 
bulky. Also tetra packs have a multilayer 
packaging (about 7 layers). Stripping 
each layer is a laborious and tedious 
process. Hence they are considered to be 
difficult to recycle. When dumping these 
tetra packs it is recommended to open 
the flaps and then dump it. Reason being 
it is easier to bale. Multilayer packaging 
is also used in chips packets such as lays, 
shampoo sachets, gutkha packets and 
many such materials. 

Coming to paper cups, many people 
are under the false impression that paper 
cups can be easily recycled. Hence many 
use them. But the truth is paper cups are 
very hard to recycle and very low cost is 
offered to paper cups in the crap market. 
Therefore avoiding use of paper cups is a 
better option. You decrease the amount 
of plastic being used and reduce the 
usage of polythene bags. Now a new kind 
of bio-degradable plastic is available. It 
is supposed to be starch based plastic. 

The next set of waste is Thermacol. 
Thermacol looks large in volume but the 
product after recycling is very less. 
Hence it is not viable. Therefore 
recycling is not preferred when it comes 
to this product. 

ITC in Malleshwaram has taken up 
the initiative to collect and recycle the 
dry waste in that area. The paper 
companies are facing problems with 





WASTE NOT, WANT NOT- 
ONE OF THE MOST 
FAMOUS PHRASES 


CLEARLY TELLS US THAT 
WE MUST USE OUR 
RESOURCES WISELY. 





resources. Hence the task of recycling 
has been taken up. 


WET WASTE 

Wet waste is another form. This is 
mainly used as compost. It mainly 
consists of kitchen and vegetable waste. 
This kind of waste is put into compost 
tanks. The tank contains a mesh which is 
perforated set 6 inches above the floor of 
the tank. There are two outlets in the 
tank. One outlet pipe is for the moisture 
from the waste which seeps down to flow 
out from the tank. The other is a 
perforated pipe through which air is 
pumped into the tank in order to turn the 
waste. 

The waste is then dumped onto this 
mesh. It is left to decompose for about 40 
to 45 days. Air is pumped into the tank in 
order to turn the compost. This process 
in which air is used for decomposition is 








called Aerobic Composting. The waste 
water which flows out of the tank is used 
for watering plants. Fungi are added to 
this waste in order to fasten the process 
of decomposition. The fungi used are 
Baro and Hancer. Sometimes cow dung 
slurry is also used for this purpose. 

The top of the tanks are covered 
with coconut fibre and coal. This is done 
in order to control the odour. As the 
microorganisms work their way into the 
waste a lot of heat is generated. The 
temperature rises to about 70°.then the 
cooling of the compost begins. After the 
tank is emptied the compost is kept out 
to make it loose. It is turned over in order 
to dry it and loosen it. Then the compost 
is used as fertilizer for plants. A part of 
the waste before composting is also used 
as animal fodder for pigs. The wet waste 
can also be recycled in homes and 
effort and 
expense. And the compost can be used 


institutions with a little 


for various fruitful purposes. 

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT-one of 
the most famous phrases clearly tells us 
that we must use our resources wisely. If 
we can bring this into practice then the 
environment could be made a better 
place with less waste. 
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“Any sufficiently 
advanced technology is 
indistinguishable from 
magic.” — Arthur C Clarke. 





By MOHIT SADWANI, VII SEM, ECE 


aving Apple’s latest revolutionary product — 

‘The Apple iPad’ is no less than experiencing 

magic. It is changing the way people read, surf 

or even think. It is hard to believe how one could 
fit so many great ideas into something so thin. The iPad is a 
tablet computer made by Apple. It is 0.5-inches thick, weighs 
1.5 pounds, and features a 9.7-inch IPS capacitive multitouch 
display. It is powered by a proprietary 1GHz ARM-based 
processor, with 802.11n Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1+EDR, and is 
available with 16, 32, or 64GB flash storage. Models with 
unlocked 3G data connectivity are also available. Standard 
features include an accelerometer, compass, speaker, mic, 30- 
pin Apple dock connector, and 10-hour built-in battery (9 
hours for 3G models). 3G models also provide assisted-GPS 
functionality. However, it lacks non-proprietary interfaces 
such as standard USB connections. Apple released the iPad in 
April 2010, and sold 3 million of the devices in 80 days. 


A sneak peek into the features which make the iPad what it is. 
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The high resolution 9.7 
inch LED- Backlit display on iPad is remarkably crisp and 
vivid. This makes it perfect for web browsing, watching movies 
or viewing photos. It is designed to show off your content in 
both landscape and portrait orientation with every turn. And 
because it uses a display technology called IPS (in-plane 
switching), it has a wide 178 degrees viewing angle, so you can 
hold it almost any way you want and still get a brilliant picture. 


The multi touch screen on iPad is based on 
the same revolutionary technology as that of the iPhone, but 
this technology has been completely reengineered for the 
larger iPad surface, making it extremely precise and 
responsive. So whether you are zooming in on a map or 
flicking through your photos, iPad responds with incredible 
accuracy and it does just what you want it to do. 


One of the first things you will notice 
about iPad is how thin and light it is. The screen is 9.7 inches 
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measured diagonally. At just 1.5 pounds and 0.5 inch thin, you 
can use it anywhere. And a slight curve to the back makes it 
easy to pick up and comfortable to hold. 

Up to 10 Hours of Battery Life: To maximize battery life, 
Apple engineers took the same lithium-polymer battery 
technology they developed for Mac notebook computers and 
applied it to the iPad. As a result, you can use iPad for up to 10 
hours while surfing the web on Wi-Fi, watching videos, or 
listening to music. While surfing the web on a 3G data 
network, you can getup to 9 hours of battery life. 


WIRELESS: With built-in 802.11n, iPad takes advantage of the 
fastest Wi-Fi networks. It automatically locates available Wi- 
Fi networks, which you can join with a few taps. iPad also 
comes with Bluetooth 2.1 + EDR, letting you connect to 
devices like wireless headphones or the Apple Wireless 
Keyboard. 


3G: iPad is also available in a 3G model with superfast data 








Stewart Brand very aptly quoted, 
“Once a technology rolls over you, if 
you're not part of the steamroller, 
you're part of the road.” 





speeds up to 7.2 Mbps. So if you are traveling or you happen to 
be somewhere without a Wi-Fi network, you can still get a fast 
connection for surfing the web, downloading email, or getting 
directions. 


PERFORMANCE: The Aq chip inside iPad was custom- 
designed by Apple engineers to be extremely powerful yet 
extremely power efficient. The performance is unlike anything 
you've ever seen on a touch-based device which makes iPad 
fantastic for everything from productivity apps to games. At 
the same time, the A4 chip is so power efficient that it helps 
iPad get up to 10 hours of battery life on a single charge. And 
iPad is available with a choice of 16GB, 32GB, or 64GB of flash 
storage, giving you lots of room for your photos, movies, 
music, apps, and more. 


CONNECTIVITY: The dock connector port on the bottom of 
iPad allows you to dock and charge it. It also lets you connect to 
accessories like the iPad Camera Connection Kit and the iPad 
Keyboard Dock. You will find many accessories designed to be 
compatible with the dock connector port. 


AUDIO: The powerful built-in speaker produces rich, full 
sound perfect for watching a movie or listening to music. iPad 
also comes with a headphone jack and a built-in microphone. 


iOS 4: Is the world’s most advanced mobile operating system 
including multitasking, folders, printing, and more. 


APPS: From games to education to productivity, there are 
thousands of new apps being made every day just for the iPad. 
They are unlike anything you have ever seen or touched before 
and this is just the beginning. The Weather Channel, Popular 
Science+, Real Racing HD, The Elements, Glee and Marvel 
Comics are few of the most popular apps on the device. 

These are a few features of the Apple iPad. There is no 
doubt why the Apple Products are referred as a status symbol! 
in society. It is not long before the iPad makes a bigger impact 
in the Indian market. Looking at the model’s construction and 
the way the features are embedded into it, no tech savvy 
person can stay away from this. 
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beyond the bear necessities. Industry 
professionals claim that things started 
looking up for the interior designer’s 
post liberalization when people started 
enjoying greater purchasing power. 

Another reason attributed to the 
recognition of interior designing is the 
onset of ‘customized era.’ Today people 
need a personalized experience, be it 
home or workplace. Besides, there has 
been a gradual realization that the 
ambience matters and interior designing 
plays a huge role in it. 

Homes, offices, schools, hospital or 
hotels can be given a character by using 
design elements. Right interior designs 
can help the offices to project the right 
image of the company to the employees 
as well as the customers. 

Moreover, time has become a 
constraint for many. It is believed that 
people are becoming busier everyday 
with their demanding jobs consequently 
leaving little time for anything else. This 
has created the need for experts in all 
things including interior designing. 


NATURE OF WORK 

The interior designers are involved 
with differed spaces as mentioned 
earlier. They are involved in not only 
decorating but also utilizing the interior 
spaces of buildings from homes, offices 
to institutional buildings. Depending on 
the purpose for which the building is 
being used for, the interior designers 
create appealing spaces by combining 
colours, interior structures, textures, 
lighting and space. 

The first step of course is an 
interview with the client to understand 
what the client wants. Remember that at 
the end of the day your end product 
should largely suit the demands of the 
client. Another important thing is to visit 
the space you are expected to design for if 
the building is already complete. In case, 
the building is still in its formative 
stages, working along side the architects 


can be a good idea. 

The next stage is formulating a plan 
on the basis of your research. This plan 
needs to get approved from the client 
before you can go to the next step. The 
approval sometimes takes more than 
one round if your client desired any 
changes. 

Then begins the major tasks of 
checking out materials, furniture, 
fittings and of course, installers who can 
give physical shape to your plans. 

The interior designers engage in a 
variety of projects, each requiring 
different handling. This is not to say 
there is no scope for specializations. 
There are designers who specialize in a 
particular theme. For instance, there are 
designers who specialize in designing 


Careers 





stores, event management companies 
and soon. 
WHAT TO STUDY? 

It is not essential to have a formal 
degree to be an interior designer. A 
degree nevertheless gives you direction 
and the required technical expertise. An 
interested candidate can take up an 
Undergraduate course in interior 
designing. The duration of the 
Undergraduate course can range 
between three to four years. Several 
short term diploma programmes are also 
available in the field of interior 
designing. The terminologies for the 
programme may differ based on the 
policies of the institution. For instance, 
some institutions provide Bachelor's in 
Fashion and Interior Designing; others 
simply call it Bachelor of Interior 


INTERIOR DESIGNING GIVES YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO 


GIVE A FREE REIGN TO THE CREATIVE GENIUS IN YOU. 





spaces according to Vastu, Feng Shui 


and other such genres. Also, there are 
designers who engage work specifically 
for office spaces or home spaces, retail 
stores, airports and institutional spaces 
depending on their expertise and 
interest. 

The growing concern for 
environment has given rise to green 
spaces and hence green designers too. 
There are designers who are now taking 
up specializations in designing spaces 
that can utilize natural light, lessen 
energy consumption and use bio- 
degradable materials. 


WHERE CAN YOU WORK? 

There are several interior designers 
who run their own businesses. However, 
it is advisable to have a client base before 
venturing into enterprise. There are a 
number of design firms who also hire 
interior designers. Apart from this you 
can also find employment in 
architectural firms, furniture 


dealerships and specialized lighting 











Designing. In some cases the course is 
also known as Bachelor of Interior 
Accessories. A close look at the course 
work is essential to find the right 
programme that is of your interest. Few 
institutions also offer a Postgraduate 
programme in Interior Designing. 


CHALLENGES 

Interior designing gives you an 
opportunity to give a free reign to the 
creative genius in you. As is evident 
sometimes a designer requires technical 
help with lighting, plumbing and so on. 
Hence, interior designing is also about 
negotiations, arranging delivery of 
decors and budgeting. You have to know 
the right places to purchase materials, 
furniture, hire people who will actually 
execute your design and so on. 

Another major challenge is to use 
your creativity to create spaces that suit 
the needs and expectations of the client. 
And, in case you are planning to start 
your own business, capital and client 
base matters a lot. © 
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Need to know details of your last transaction? Just 
send an SMS. Mobile Banking opens up a whole 
new world 


By KAMAL RAJ K, VII SEM, EEE 


10 would have imagined frantic pace at which the mobile 





phones have grown in India? The miraculous mobile 

communication devices allowing staying in touch with world 
while on the move are no longer prerogative of the elite. After the formal 
introduction of mobile phones in India in 1995, the scene has changed and 
today India has some of the lowest tariffs in the world. These 
transformations have brought several new services in their wake, mobile 
banking being one of these. 

In today’s fast paced world where time is scarce, mobile banking has 
come as a boon to many. The typical services offered via mobile banking 
include account information such as mini statements, checking balance, 
loan statements, card statements and so on. However, the services are not 
merely restricted to these activities. Mobile banking also provides options 
for making payments and other transactions by facilitating domestic and 
international fund transfer and support services for portfolio 
management. Hence now customers can make transactions check their 
balance and other pertinent details using their mobile phones. This in turn 
gives them the flexibility to operate their accounts practically from 
anywhere 

As far as India is concerned, mobile banking is just beginning to make 
its presence felt. There are about 200 million mobile subscribers in the 
country and the ranks are swelling continuously. In a way mobile banking 
is more apt for India than internet banking when we compare the 
penetration. Internet banking requires a Computer and then facility to 
access the net. There are several parts in India where access is an issue. 
But, mobile services have a much greater reach. 


According to the data available, 
approximately 43 million individuals in 
India used mobile banking services 
during quarter ending August 2009. Out 
of these 39.97 million used it for 
checking account balance, making it the 
most popular service. This was followed 
by viewing the last three transactions 
and status of the cheques. In many cases 
the customers using internet banking 
also utilize mobile banking services. 

However, as of now mobile banking 
seems to be more popular with the 
income group with one to five lakhs per 
annum as 60 per cent of the users belong 
to this group. But this is being seen as 
only the beginning and the predictions 
hint towards a boom in this sector as 
people become more comfortable with 
the idea. The market in mobile banking 
services is dominated by ICICI with 17.75 
million, HDFC with 9.1 million followed 
by SBI with 6.13 million. Visa Money 
Transfer has also made a foray in the 
area with its services being available 
through mobile now. According to a 
research report by Juniper Research, by 
2014, the international mobile money 
transfer market will be worth in excess of 
$65 billion. 

According to FinMark, an 
independent Trust, the delivery of 
mobile service involves the participation 
of the Bank, Mobile Network Operator, a 
Mobile Banking Technology Vendor and 
of course, the Consumer. 

The technology used typically has 
two aspects, Client side applications (on 
the consumer’s SIM card) and the 
Server-Side Applications (present on a 
Server). The former uses technologies 
such as J2ME while the latter uses Short 
Messaging Service (SMS), Wireless 
Access Protocol (WAP), Interactive 
Voice Response (IVR) and so on. In 
India, the SMS transactions are most 
popular. 

If there is one factor that has made 
this service popular and holds the key to 
its promising future, it is its mobility. 
ATMs though convenient, are fixed 
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infrastructures while mobile banking 
gives you the flexibility. 

The cost of setting up infrastructure 
is also less as compared to the ATMs. 
ATMs require multiple locations, 
security officers and physical 
infrastructures to protect the machines. 
These costs can be minimized while 
setting up mobile banking. According to 
Infogile, an average teller or phone 
transaction costs about $2.36 each while 
an electronic transaction costs only 
$0.10 each. 

Research shows that the fruits of 
mobile banking are not just restricted to 
the banks and customers; network 
service providers also have a share in the 
pie. The additional facility of banking 
services on mobile phone can also be an 
attraction for the customers. In fact, in 
some of the countries such as Korea 
where mobile penetration has reached a 
saturation point, mobile banking 
services are being used to lure new 
consumers while retaining the old ones. 

Any new service and security 
concerns go hand in hand. It is no 
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different for Mobile Banking. Even 
though mobile banking is being 
considered safer than the internet 
banking, customers need to be educated 
of the 


Smishing. According to e commerce 


about some frauds such as 
journal Smishing is an equivalent of e- 
mail phishing scam. Here, the frauds can 
pose as a financial institution and ask the 
customers to make a call to a number for 
either availing a banking service or 
correcting some error. The customers 
are then asked to provide sensitive 
account details once the call is placed. 

At present Mobile Banking is 
governed by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) norms. The guidelines cover 
regulatory and supervisory issues, 
regulation of customers for mobile 
services, technology and security 
standards, inter opertability across 
network providers, clearing and 
settlement of funds, transaction limits 
and customer protection issues. 

Mobile banking no doubt seems to 
have a promising future, especially in 
developing countries where mobile 
penetration is much more than the 
internet penetration. In the coming year, 
the challenge will be to provide an 
attractive bouquet of services to the 
the 
establishing secured channels for 


clients over mobile and in 
checking information and conducting 


transactions. @ 
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WHERE WILL 
THE BATON 


LEAD 


AN EVENT LIKE 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES 
CAN HAVE MANY 
CONSEQUENCES. 
HOWEVER, WHAT HAS IT 
MEANT FOR INDIA? 

By ANUMEHA VERMA 





hen the announcement 
came about that the XIX 
Commonwealth Games 
(CWG) would be hosted by India, every 
proud Indian started building an image 
where India will shine. The mega 
sporting events held every four years has 
been the cynosure of the eyes of sports 
stars of world fame. The first such games 
were held as early as 1930 and though 
the nomenclature of the games has seen 
many transformations since then, the 
idea remains the same. Was it 
surprising then that the entire nation 
became one voice in welcoming the 
games except for a few dissenting voices 
that were immediately termed as anti 
Indian? 
After all it is only in the past few 
decades that the developing world has 


joined the bandwagon of nations hosting 
events of such scale. And after the Asian 








Games in 1982, it was for the first time 
that India was going to organize an 
athletic event of such scale. For a country 
whose largest proportion of claim to 
fame goes in the kitty of cricket, it was a 
dream come true. 

The reason behind the euphoria was 
not just the honour for the country but 
many more subtle factors that have 
become the hallmark of such large scale 
events. Large scale events are vps 
about games but they are also seen '@s an 
opportunity to further the economic and 
infrastructure development of the 
country in general and the city in 
specific. 

Such events necessitate huge 
infrastructure investments, both 
sporting and non-sporting. The event is 
supposed to provide an impetus to the 
development of the city, especially in 
case of developing nations where urban 
infrastructure is usually not at par with 
the global levels. 

India is no exception. From the 
point of view of the sports lovers (cricket 
included) it was a great opportunity to 
see their favourite players in iole 
games were also supposed to acĦfeve 
some percentage of the monumental 
task of popularizing athletics and other 
related games in the country. It was also 
an opportunity for our home grown 
athletes to perform on their home turf. 
Better infrastructure for sports persons 
were promised as a part of the games. 

It is no secret that events of this 
scale are not just about the love for sports 
but also economics. The CWG of 2006 








were used by Manchester to refurbish 
the city that was facing a downturn. The 
Asian Games held at Qatar portrayed the 
city as one of the burgeoning financial 
hubs. 

CWG usually witnesses huge crowds 
from all over the world. The lovers of 
sports from far and wide converge to 
celebrate and cheer their favourite 
sportsman. Naturally, itis also seen as an 
opportunity to promote tourism of the 
host country. The promoters of brand 
India constituted many such dreams 
with the CWG in anvil. 

In the recent years, countries have 
vied with each other to host these 
hallmarks of the sporting world. The 
events are also seen as prestige symbols 


Talking Point 





The much awaited games have been hit by 
one controversy after another. 


after another. It started with corruption 
charges, went on to the leaking 
stadiums. And if all these were not 
enough, CWG became the playground 
for cultural controversies. We all became 
spectators as opportunities rapidly 
degenerated into mockery and the world 
witnessed our fault lines without putting 
in much effort. 

The corruption charges began 
playing on all the channels one after 
another when the Games were just a few 
months away. One can understand the 
media’s role to uncover ugly truths but 
the Indian media’s obsession with CWG 
became exemplary. The Indian Media 
did not cease just with these corruption 
charges. From passing verdicts to 


Why the investigation by the media started 
when the Games were just a few months 
away? This brings us to the dilemma. 


that showcase a country’s prowess. The 
bidding process itself for the game is 
long drawn and expensive. Hence, the 
games were also seen as an avenue to 
show India’s stature as an emerging 
superpower. 

However, all these dreams have 
taken a beating. It is a sad state of affairs 
that while the relay baton is doing 
rounds and CWG is just round the 
corner, we are forced to sit and ponder 
whether we handled the games in the 
right manner and what India is going to 
gain from CWG. The much awaited 
games have been hit by one controversy 








hosting virtual trials, it did everything 
that the fourth estate feels so virtuously 
custodian of. 

All other issues plaguing the nation 
became secondary. Even the outbreak of 
diseases such as dengue and malaria that 
occur every year with the onset of rainy 
season was linked to upcoming CWG. 
Every country or athlete that decided 
against participating in the game was 
given the highest possible coverage. We 
found enough criticism in the media 
about poor preparations of the Games 
but hardly anything came forward about 
people who undermined the spirit of 
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sports by not participating in the games. 
The Indian Media’s conduct has even 
been criticized by the international 
stakeholders of CWG who have openly 
said that they have been responsible for a 
lot of negative publicity about the 
Games. 

Another interesting question to ask 
is why was media so late in responding to 
the CWG issues? Why the investigation 
by the media started when the Games 
were just a few months away? This 
brings us to the dilemma. If there was a 
real concern on the part of the media 
regarding CWG, why did the media 
campaign against so called fiascos at the 
Games did not begin when the situation 
could still be salvaged? Did our media 
wait till the last possible moment to grab 
the eyeballs? It seems to be a question 
worth asking. g 
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ANINTEGRAL PART OF GREAT BRITAIN SINCE 1707, 
SCOFLAND WITH [TS:QUAINT SURROUNDINGS 
HAS: RETAINED A ‘SEPARATE ANDDISTINCT 


IDENTITY THROUGHOUT THE LAST 300 YEARS. 





n this land of bagpipes, clans, and 

kilts lies some of the most 

picturesque sceneries of Europe. 
It is the land of Alexander Graham Bell 
and explorers Mungo Park and David 
Livingstone. Poet Robert Burns, novelist 
Sir Walter Scott, actor Sean Connery, 
singer Sheena Easton, and 
comedian/actor Billy Connolly, all hail 
from this country. 

Scotland has always been a 
multicultural land from its earliest days. 
Standing stones, brochs (circular stone 
towers), cromlechs, cairns, and burial 
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chambers recite tales of the initial 
inhabitants of this country, but little 
known are these first tribes and 
invaders. The roman military arrived at 
the shores of Scotland to invade it and 
found the land to be occupied by a people 
the Romans called the Picts. Despite 
extensive bloodshed, the Romans were 
not able to conquer the Picts and went on 
to build the Hadrian’s Wall effectively 
marking the northern limits of their 
influence. 

Gaelic was the prevailing language 
in Scotland’s earliest history. Norse 
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dialects have existed along with this as 
well. When English was introduced and 
Scottish English developed, it borrowed 
heavily not only from Gaelic but also 
from Scandinavian, Dutch, and French. 
In the 15th and 16th centuries, when 
Scotland had close ties to France, French 
was a literary language of precision and 
grace, and it was the language of Mary 
Queen of Scots, who spoke no Gaelic at 
all. After the Scottish court moved to 
England in 1603, Scottish English was 
looked on as arather awkward dialect. 

Petite in size, Scotland is just about 
443 km long and 242 km wide at the 
broadest. It is said that no Scot would 
live more than 65 km from saltwater. 
However, regardless of the size, the 
Scottish influence has a prominent place 
in countries across the world. 

In fact, one would hardly know the 
difference between England and 
Scotland as they cross the border. The 
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joined since 1707. However, Scotland is MAg, 


very much a country on its own. 
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TO DO 

Two of the greatest Scottish travelogues 
date from the 18th century. A Journey to 
the Western Isles of Scotland (1759) and 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides (1785) 
by James Boswell are vivid accounts of 
two journeys made by the author in the 
company of the famous lexicographer 
Samuel Johnson. 

One can arrive in Scotland with 
absolutely no plan and just enjoy the 
place wandering about and following 
your impulses. And timing is not an issue 
either if there isn’t anything particular 
you would like to do here. The height of 
tourism period is from April to 
September and during the June to 
August time, the place becomes 
overwhelmingly crowded with tourists 
from all over the world. 

The brilliance of Scotland is the 
exuberance of outdoor activities. The 
land has something to offer to everyone. 
May you be a person who enjoys short 


¥ strolls or someone with the passion for 
fSsome adrenaline pumping action, 
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‘One can arrive in Scotland ! 
with absolutely no plan 
















and just enjoy the place 
wandering about and 
following your impulses. 
And timing is not an issue’ 


The brilliance of Scotland is 
the exuberance of outdoor 
activities. The land has 
something to offer to 
everyone, may you be a 
person who enjoys short strolls 
or someone with the passion 
for some adrenaline 
pumping action. 
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>` Of Scottish Culture 


BAGPIPES 

Highland soldiers were traditionally 
accompanied into battle by the skirl of 
the pipes, and the Scottish Highland 
bagpipe is unique in being the only 
musical instrument ever to be classed as 
a weapon. 


The Gaelic word ceilidh (pronounced kay- 
lay) means ‘visit’. A ceilidh was originally 
a social gathering in the house after the 
day’s work was over, enlivened with 
storytelling, music and song. 

TARTAN 

The oldest surviving piece of tartan - a 
patterned woollen textile now made into 
everything from kilts to key rings - dates 
back to the Roman period. Today tartan 
is popular the world over 

KILI 

The kilt is a knee-length garment with 
pleats at the rear, originating in the 
traditional dress of men and boys in the 
Scottish Highlands of the 16th century. 
George IV and his English courtiers 
donned kilts for their visit to Scotland in 
1822. 


DA S 


Scottish football and rugby supporters 
can never seem to make up their minds 
which flag to wave, the Saltire or the Lion 
Rampant. The Saltire or St Andrew’s 
Cross - a diagonal white cross on a blue 
ground - is one of the oldest national 
flags in the world, dating from at least the 
12th century. 
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University of Edinburgh 


itself like a 


beauty to suit your needs. Hiking, golf, 


Scotland can transform 


fishing and cycling are some of the most 
popular activities. 

Walking has turned out to be a 
common pastime for locals as well as 
visitors. Hardly a surprise when you 
consider the scenic beauty of the 
landscapes and the air of freshness it 
offers. Golf happens to be another 
popular activity. In fact, Scotland is the 
home of golf. For centuries, this game 
has been played in the country and there 
are more golf courses per head of 
population than any other country. 
Cycling is an excellent way to explore 
Scotland. Fishing is an extremely 
popular activity, with the country’s lochs 
and rivers filled with salmon, trout, pike, 
arctic char and many other species. 

THE PEOPLE 
Winston Churchill remarked that ‘of all 


the small nations on earth perhaps only 
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the Ancient Greeks surpass the Scots in 
their contribution to mankind’. Friendly, 
inventive and industrious, Scottish 
people are always ready to celebrate 
their national identity. And being a 


neighbour to a hefty, powerful country 


for years, hardly surprising it is when 
most of this national identity is 
contradicting the English. Scottish 
descendants exist all over the world now, 
contributing to various cultures in 
versatile spheres. 

The quality of life in Scotland is 
often rated high. With a fantastic scope 
for social, cultural and entertainment 
aspects, there exists a strong, evident 
sense of community regardless of the 
region. And just like in many other 
places in the UK, the Scottish social 
scene is often centred on the local pub. 
THE ARTS 
An extensive and distinguished history 


From the 


Scottish literature. 


lies in 
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medieval poets to the modern ones, the 
literature of the country has imparted 
and acquired an influential status. The 
favourite of the Scots is, of course, 
Robert Burns, whose works have 
transcended boundaries and languages. 
Sir Walter Scott and Robert Luis 
Stevenson are the two famous novelists 
from this land. 

And when it comes to architecture, 
Scotland is endowed with some of the 
finest structures of the world. Edinburg 
in particular has a rich heritage of 18th 
and igth century architecture. And the 
Victorian buildings of Glasgow stand a 
class apart as well. 


GASTRONOMIC 
Scottish cuisine is similar to that of its 
neighbour, Britain, but holds distinctive 
attribute and methods of its own, largely 
due to the effect of foreign and local 
interventions over the years. Traditional 
Scottish recipes are popular in the 
country, but so is international cuisine. 
Scotland's natural larder of game, dairy, 
fish, fruit, and vegetables is the integral 
factor in traditional Scots cooking, witha 
high reliance on simplicity and a lack of 
spices from abroad, which were often 
very expensive. While many inveterate 
dishes such as Scotch broth are 
considered healthy, several common 
dishes are rich in fat. 


WILDLIFE 

Scotland boasts of excellent flora 
and fauna and wildlife safaris are 
one of the most popular activities. 
Some of the rarest of species, even 
those extinct from the rest of Britain 
survive here. Deer, Golden Eagles, 
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Otters, Wildcats and Ospreys are some of 
the attractions. Flowers of Scotland 
charm the visitors, adorning the 
landscape and the native forests making 
the land a delightful paradise. 

There are two national parks in 
Scotland Loch Lomond & the Trossachs 
National Park and the Cairngorms 


National Park. 


EDUCATION 

Education system of Scotland would 
provide you quality schooling with high 
recognition across the world. Every year 
more than 30000 international students 
throng to the country for educational 
purposes. The multicultural aspect of the 
country provides an ideal ground for 
students from across the world to coexist 
together. A land of numerous 
inspirational personalities, Scotland 
makes sure that the quality of education 
never goes down. 

Flexibility is the top attraction of 
Scottish educational system. Students 
are often encouraged to tailor 
programmes that suit their 
requirements. This way, the complete 
focus rests on the needs and aptitudes of 
the students. This system would ensure 
that the unique qualities of each 
individual be brought out and 
supported. 

Scottish Educational 

System is distinctly different 
from rest of United Kingdom. 
The universities have courses 
that are a year longer than 
their counterparts. However it 
is a common practice to take 
more advanced specialised 
exams and join the course in the 


RR 
Em twa F 


HAN 


TRAVEL- SCOTLAND 


SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM IS DISTINCTLY 
DIFFERENT FROM REST OF 
UNITED KINGDOM. THE 
UNIVERSITIES HAVE 
COURSES THAT ARE A 
YEAR LONGER THAN THEIR 
COUNTERPARTS. 


Flexibility is the top attraction of Scottish 
educational system. Students are often 
encouraged to tailor programmes that 


suit their requirements. 





second year. University of Edinburg, St. 
Andrews and Glasgow are some of the 
top institutions in the country, offering 
world class higher education. 


DESTINATION SCOTLAND 

‘Guid gear comes in sma’ bouk’ 
(good things come in small packages), 
goes an old Scottish saying. In terms of 
size, Scotland may not look up as much, 
and yet it’s a treasure trove — a land of 
mystery and exquisiteness. The rugged 
colours of an ancient past. History 
comes alive as one journeys through 
Scotland. Memories of kings and 
courtyards and their wars and victories 
fill the senses. 

Something for everyone, from 
stylish urban areas to fine food and wild 
mountains with breath taking settings, 
this country celebrates the harmony of 
heritage and nature. Be a part of the 
nature, the heritage, the culture. A 
moment to pause in life and remark, 
‘Delight in the beauty that surrounds 
you .& 
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TO FULFILL A 


There are times when the burdens are 
heavy, but this is when we need to 
enter our inner world and examine 
our lives, to stop and smell the roses. 


ost of us have, deep at the 

centre of our hearts, some 

things we would like to 

accomplish. But few of us dare to start on 

the journey. We sit around blaming our 

circumstances on others and making 

excuses for our short-sightedness, then 

it becomes too late and all dreams 
remain unfulfilled. 

It doesn’t take much to get life back 

on track. All little 

foresightedness, preparation and the 


it takes is a 


will to succeed. Few facts must be kept 
foremost in mind in the pursuit of a 
dream. 
NO EXCUSES: IT’S UP TO YOU 

We tend to seek complacency in a 
fantasy about a goal and neglect working 
towards it. If you want something to 
happen, it’s up to you to make it happen. 
Any task may seem uphill and laborious, 
but unless the first step is taken, nothing 
can be accomplished. 
SOUL SEARCH - KNOWTHYSELF 

Though the phrase has become a 
cliché, nothing beats what it stands for. 
There are so many books and people who 
try to describe reality or which tell you 
what to do, how to think, how to live and 
so on. Seeing all this and not knowing 
anything for oneself, one becomes 
confused. We make experts and 
specialists all important. We belittle 
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ourselves by imitating others. By reading 
some psychologist or a philosopher, I 
learn about him and not about myself. 

Having a clear picture about oneself 
is crucial in setting goals. Aspirations, 
determination, urge & limitations define 
the journey ahead. 

PREPARE 

Abraham Lincoln once said that if 
he were given eight hours to chop down a 
tree, he would spend six hours 
sharpening his axe and two hours 
chopping down the tree. That is one of 
the true characteristics of aleader. We all 
should take time to sharpen our axes — 
be ready! 

ASK 

People normally love to talk about 
their successes and how they 
accomplished them. They are eager to 
help us if we courteously ask them. Be on 
your toes and widen your horizon. 

There was a story about a man who 
was working for a company for about 
twenty years. It seems like they always 
passed over him for promotions. 
Ironically, he had trained new hires who 
would eventually become his boss! One 
day he confronted the president of the 
company about the situation. He told his 
boss that he was being treated unfairly, 
especially since he had had twenty years 
of experience with the company. The 
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president sat the man down and told 
him, "No! You only have one year of 
experience repeated for twenty years." 
Gather all the awareness you can, put to 
use what you must. Making informed 
decisions smoothens the path to success. 
TRUST YOUR INSTINCT 

Be open-minded and absorb from 
all experiences, but always trust your 
gut. Don't allow yourself to bend to the 
will of someone else if it goes against 
your instincts. We are all given one of the 
most precious gifts of all: intuition. You 
must develop the courage to use your gut 
level intuition. 
REFLECT 

We should never be so busy chasing 
a dream that we are no longer able to 
visualize it in our minds. There are times 
when the burdens are heavy, but this is 
when we need to enter our inner world 
and examine our lives, to stop and smell 
the roses. The great philosophers, 
thinkers, scientists, and business gurus 
always find quiet time to be alone — to 
ponder, recharge, and flood their minds 
with images of their 
FUTURE GOALS 

Socrates once rightly said to his 
students, "An unexamined life is not 
worth living." Life goes forward. And yet, 
it is essential to examine the past 
towards a better future. 


However, the second chapter: Image Versus 
Reality actually sets the tone of the book. Varma 
questions the self image portrayed zealously by 


BEING INDIAN- Indians and sold as a packaged product to the West. 
Why the 21st Century will be India’s He argues that image of India in Western mind is far 
by Pavan K Varma from reality and this pseudo reality is promoted by 


Indians themselves. The book poses some tough 
questions on India’s image as a self-sacrificing, 


Penguin Books India, 2004 
Rs. 299, Pp 228 
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commentary that draws on research, 
reflection, analysis and most interestingly, 
ersonal experiences, can be an apt 
description of the latest book by Pavan K Varma, 
Being Indian. Varma has already established 
himself as credible author with his books such as 
The Book of Krishna and The Great Indian Middle 
Class to name a few. 

An insight into what defines an Indian, his 
beliefs, aspirations and outlook, this book asks 
some questions which often the more conservative 
of us shy away from. Even though the book intends 
to establish the typical Indian traits, it cannot be 
accused of slipping into banal generalities. 

The author explains objective of book in the 
preface as an attempt to understand what an Indian 
stands for. However, he also accepts the challenge 
that this attempt faces. India being a land given to 
diversities often defies generalization but the author 
maintains that even though there are exceptions to 
the rule, there are some traits that are common to 
the great enigma termed, ‘Indian’. 

Chapters of the book delineate author’s take on 
issues of power, democracy, wealth and the pan 
Indian traits. The chapter on how Indians view 
wealth is intriguing and provokes the reader to 
question the age old myths in which India has been 
shrouded. The author states that often given to 

hypocrisy, Indians covet material goods as much as 
any other human being. This is in direct contrast of 
the popular belief that Indians are ‘other worldly,’ 
ready to renounce material goods. 








other worldly, tolerant and normative. The writer 
claims that Indians are fairly pragmatic. 
Author’s take on how an Indian relates to power 

among other things is also based on the personal 
experiences that make the chapter interesting. It 
points out some simple facts that all of us see but fail 
to observe knowingly or unknowingly. Varma deals 
out some hard hitting facts on the obsession with 
hierarchy that Indians possess whether it is religion 
or workplace, how status is attached with the 
manifesting power in all forms that it can be and the 
flexibility of Indian morals. A small but particularly 
interesting part of the book is a glimpse into the 
feudal nature of districts where the Collector is 
almost a deity to be worshipped. The book fervently 
argues that opportunism witnessed in politics is not 
just about corruption; in fact corruption prevails 

because somewhere down the line it has a societal 

sanction born out of the mindset that end justifies 
the means. 

Written in a lucid language, the facts are 
balanced with small anecdotes in between 
preventing the book from slipping into a monotone. 
The arguments are cushioned with examples from 
the sublime to the mundane. Varma quotes Vedas, 
Indian mythological literature and ancient political 
treatise in one breath. 

The book is well researched as evident from the 
frequent citations. Apart from its primary motive, it 
raised another critical question on the works that 
have related culture to development in some way or 
the other. While citing Francis Fukuyama’s The End 
of History and the Last Man and Samuel P. 
Huntington’s famous work, The Clash of 
Civilizations and Remaking of the World Order, he 
points out both of these have given Indiaa miss. Itis 
a book worth reading for all those who are intrigued 
by India and Indians. 8 
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EDITORIAL 
Dear Readers, 


uring this spell, monsoon has already made a splash in the 
few privileged areas, while others are still reeling under 
scorching heat that is so typical of summers. While people 
in Delhi look at their electricity bills in dismay due to Air Conditioners, 
those in Bangalore experience a slight shiver as they move in the 
evening air. No matter how we all fared under the doles dealt out by the 


weather, one thing that did not touch us was boredom. 


As events unfolded one after another on the national scene, eyeballs 
remained glued to their television sets. Sometimes it was the fight 
against corruption, at other times black money was in the spotlight. 
What with one thing and the other we had an intriguing summer. 


While these heated issues continued to rage, there were other events 
that were unfolding maybe, not in the public glare but significant and 
generating discussions in their own right. You will find Aventure, a 
sprinkling of these issues not to mention the exciting and inspiring 


happenings at the vibrant campuses of Jain University. 


This issue is dedicated to the celebration of humanity and spirit of 
universal brotherhood that calls for a concerted effort to make the 
world a paradise of harmony to dwell in. Jain University acknowledged 
the value of peace and brotherhood, culture and academic excellence 
through various events that kept the university campuses in active 


state throughout the months. 


As the musical tributes, workshops, commemorations and a number of 
events unfolded, we also took a moment’s pause to remember those 
who have left behind great legacies. The special feature is dedicated to 
Rabindranath Tagore, who made the world his playing field. In the 
Spotlight you can meet the author and poetess, Anita Nair who has 
enchanted an entire generation of readers. Going beyond, this issue 
also brings to light the aspirations of the Indian youth, in one of the 
most noted states of the country. In the travel section have a soiree with 


the addictive country, Germany. 
Sit back and sail through the pages. 
Happy reading! 


Editor 
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Message | 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 








eople count. The odd 7 billion people who constitute the human 

population, have each a role to play and each a right to live with dignity. 

It was some of these concerns that lead the United Nations in 1989 to 
declare July 11 as the World Population Day. We can proudly say as we observe this 
day in 2011 that mankind has attempted to make lives better with miraculous 
developments in technology. But we should not forget that man is the force who is 
driving it. After all, as Elbert Hubbard remarked, “One machine can do the work of 
fifty ordinary men. No machine can do the work ef an extraordinary man.” 





The Millennium And hence, we will not achieve the desired leve of advancement in the civilization 
Development Goals until and unless we ensure that every member ef human population has access to 
were a laudable basic necessities of life. It was a moment of great foresight when 189 nations of the 


world came together to announce a vision that could bring people out of their state 


initiative, but how near | one T 
of ‘multiple deprivation’. The Millennium Development Goals were a laudable 


are we to achieve these 


nk initiative, but how near are we to achieve these goals? This is a more valid question. 
goals? This is a more 


Are we anywhere in sight of removing extreme poverty, achieving universal primary 
valid question. education or ensuring sustainable growth that respects nature and her right to be 
preserved? Sadly, we are not. 


We are facing a challenge that is of gigantic proportions. We have to find a solution 
to issues of poverty, ensure equitable and emvironment friendly development. 
Creative solutions far away from the cry of the crowd form need of the hour. And, if 
someone thinks that the growing inequality in tie world is not their problem, they 
would be naive in their estimation of situation We cannot remain rooted in our 
comfort zones for long. 


Just think about it. A slight increase in the purchasing power of some of individuals 
has propelled our economy to astonishing numbers. Imagine a world where 
everyone has the purchasing power; where the nature is able to sustain us for a 
prolonged period. Does it not make good bus ness sense? Perhaps, we should 
Stop, think and reflect on investing in the society as a future investment that will pay 
rich dividends. On this World Population Day let us stand together and fight the 
demons of deprivation that are threatening to overpower us. 


Dr. R. Chenraj Jain 
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veryone wants to succeed in life. The key to a successful life often 
depends on a person’s ability to deal with people effectively. Someone 
once said that a man is a volume if you know how to read him. And the 
first step in dealing with anyone is to understand the person.To succeed it is very 
important to be a team player. And to be a team you should be able to relate to people. 
Interestingly, while building our skills in our chosen areas we somewhere overlook 
this crucial point. We have to work with concepts and managing kills but more than 
anything else we have to work with people. 





There are certain golden rules to follow while communicating with people, being 
attentive tops the list. Being attentive is a must first of all to develop a thorough 
understanding of what is being communicated. Secondly, it conveys to the speaker 
that you appreciate his or her efforts thus, generating goodwill. Attention should not 
just be reserved for words but also to gestures and body language. We can often 
learn more through them. Perhaps that is why it is said when you see a man you 
should not just look at him but look into him. 


The second rule is to respect the people and their work. As a team leader you are 
required to work with different people at different times. You should have the ability 
to appreciate good work as well as point out the weaknesses. Bringing together a 
team with diverse mindsets and to accomplish acommon goal might not be easy but 
it is also not impossible. It can be managed with a little tact and foresight. A good 
team leader should be perceptive, quick to spot trouble between its team members 
and insightful enough to solve them without aggravating the situation. 


This is one of reasons why emotional quotient has become as important as the 
intelligence quotient. How a person responds to a situation and other people are an 
important part of the overall working culture. The progressive steps of listening, 
understanding and responding works much better any day than just hearing and 
reacting without any forethought. Our education prepares us for all this and it is 
important to learn these lessons early in life if we ever want to achieve our dreams. 


Dr. C.G. Krishnadas Nair 
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iberty and awareness of rights are some of the complicated 

concepts that have created more than their share of debates and 

discussions all over the world. Several organizations are today speaking 
about the social, economic and political rights of people and challenges faced by 
the society. The larger question remains how people can know about their rights 
and issues plaguing the society. | strongly believe that education is a key factor 
here. As it is often said that true education doesnot only help people make a living 
rather it helps them to make a life. It is perhaps a very difficult task for a person to 
build his or her life until and unless the person concerned develops an 
understanding of the society. 





Education helps us 


to put into perspective Education helps us to make sense of events taking place around us with a rational 


who we wer e, what we mind. Take for instance an example. To understand why it is so important to 
are and where are we preserve our liberty, we should be able to understand what liberty means, what it 
entails and what rights we enjoy as a free citizen. How can this happen? What can 
sensitize people to their rights? 


heading to. It helps us to 
distinguish between 


right and Wrong and Education can be the answer. Education helps us to put into perspective who we l 
creates awareness about were, what we are and where are we heading to. It helps us to distinguish between 
right and wrong and creates awareness about our rights and duties. Implementing 
the blueprint to create awareness and a better understanding of social issues lies 
with the educational institutions to a certain extent. We should be committed to 
mould our students in such a frame that they not only develop this understanding 
butare also capable of instructing others in the same. 


our rights and duties. 


This task may look simple at the outset. It may just seem to be a question of 
incorporating some course plans in the existing syllabus. However, we should not 
forget that we are dealing with a huge pool of energy that requires a more active 
engagement. Engaging them to understand issues that take place in far flung 
remote areas is a challenge. Helping them to connect it with their present day 
realities is perhaps a still greater trial. 


Apart from building skilled human resources capable of providing this earth with a 
better future, this is the real test for education system today. Our roles in the lives of 
the people should not be merely that of a facilitator. We should go beyond and 
become the tools of empowering people with the knowledge of their own selves and 
the world in which they live. 


Dr. N. Sundararajan 
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| must compliment you and the editorial team on bringing out 
an informative and interesting publication. | am confident that 
Jain University will continue to train human minds for a better 
life by imparting quality education as well as social wisdom so 
that its students mature into useful and responsible members 
of the society. 

H.E. LT. GEN. M.M. LAKHERA 

PVSM, AVSM, VSM (RETD.) 

Hon'ble Governor of Mizoram 

Lord Hanuman till he was made aware about his hidden 
potentials could not venture to jump over the widely spread 
ocean. Practical exposure is like self- realization for our youth 
in boosting up their confidence and helping them to win a big 
chunk ofthe battle during any critical situation. 


Our hopes and aspirations in the youth are still high, who we 
can harness for the journey to their personal and Nation’s 
progress. | enjoyed the expressions and belief, interestingly 
included in the cover story of Aventure, the quarterly magazine 
brought out by Jain University. 

MR.NARENDRA MODI 

Hon'ble Chief Minister of Gujarat 


| thankfully acknowledge the receipt of your April issue of 
Aventure. 

MR.PREM KUMAR DHUMAL 

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Himachal Pradesh 


Our hopes and aspirations in the youth are 
still high, who we can harness for the journey to 
their personal and Nation’s progress 


Thank you for forwarding us the latest issue of Aventure. The 
magazine has been placed in our library and | hope that it will be 
a source of information to our students. 

PROF. APARAJITA OJHA 

Director, Indian Institute of Information Technology, 

Design & Manufacture, Jabalpur 


Thank you very much for sending us the April issue of 
Aventure, capturing the essence of various academic and 
cultural activities. Itis useful and informative. 

MR. D. S. RAWAT 

Secretary General, The Associated Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry of India, New Delhi 


Prof. Jai Rup Singh, Vice Chancellor, Central University of 
Punjab, conveys his thanks for sending a copy of your 
University’s magazine “Aventure”. It depicts the various 
academic and cultural achievements made by your University 
at different campuses. 

OFFICE OF HON’BLE VICE CHANCELLOR 

Punjab Central University 
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usicians and singers have expressed the 

beauty of rhythm and ragas in myriad 

hues all over the world transcending the 
boundaries of time and geography. On April 2nd, 
celebrating the occasion of Composer’s Day, Jain 
University organized a musical soiree to pay 
homage to the musical Trinity, Tyagraja, Dikshitar 
and Shyama Shastry. 
In most of the sangeeta sabhas, on occasions 





like Tyagaraja Aradhana, the Pancharatna 
Kirtanas of Tyagaraja are sung in a chorus. 
Jain University Students showed their ability 
in improvisation by including many post- 
trinity composers. Every song that was 
selected had a special intensity about it. Rare 
kirtanas in unusual ragas and format rendered a 
beautiful and touching tribute to the occasion. 
The Chief Guests for the occasion were 
Ganakalabhushana Vidwan R. K. Padmanabh and 
A.R. Anantha Krishna 


Sharma. Known as a revolutionary figure in the field 


Ganakalashri Vidwan 


of Carnatic Music, Shri R. K. Padmanabh, is also one 
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT OF JAIN UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES COMPOSER’S DAY 


of the pioneers of Goshti Gayanaa. He has trained 
numerous students in Carnatic Music and his 
presence was a source of delight and inspiration for 
the students of Jain University. And this was not 
the first occasion that the students had showed their 
prowess while performing. A prior performance 
witnessed them presenting an innovative 
programme, Shiva Darshana. The programme was 
embellished with scholarly introduction and 
explanation of individual songs composed in praise 
of Lord Shiva enshrined at various pilgrimage 
places. 

The Goshti-gayaana commenced with a Daru of 
Muttaiah Bhagawatar in the raga Kamach, followed 
by Sri Matribhutam of Muthuswami Dikshitar in 
Raga Kannada, 


Karuninchi Dravarada 


Vasudevacharya in Raga Baagola. The young 
musicians held the listeners in thrall with their 
melodious rendering of Palincha Kamakshi of 
Shyama Shastry in Raaga Madhyamavati and 
Parvati Nandana of Paapanasham Shivam in Raaga 


Shanmukhapriya. The brisk rhythms of 











Jayachamarajendra Wadeyar and Swati Tirunal 
gave further momentum leading to a masterly 
climax through Devaranamas of Purandaradasa 
and Vachana in Ragas Sumanisharanjani and 
Bageshri. The Tillana of Veena Sheshanna was 
followed by the Gostigana of the entire group of 
musicians and audience in offering salutation to all 
the great masters of music through divine 
Pacncharatna Kriti of Tyagaraja 
Swamy in the auspicious raga Shri. 
The young musicians were ably 
assisted by Vidwan Pradeep on the 
Mridangam and Vidwan Srinidhi on 
the Violin. 

The flawless presentation of 
some of the most difficult ragas by the students 
impressed the Chief Guests and words of 
encouragement for the performers were found in 
abundance. 

As the day progressed, Shri Padmanabha 
touched on different aspects of Carnatic Music. 
While interacting with the performers he said, 
“Carnatic Music is perhaps the most diverse of all 
the Classical Music forms we have today. It fills the 
listener with a unique sense of pleasure. 
Srimatrubhutam in Kannada Raga was equivalent 
to chanting the four Vedas.” 

He also stressed on the need to popularize the 
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EVENTTYPE: National Level Workshop 
THEME: Evolutionary Computing 
DATE: August 8 & 9, 2011 


ORGANIZERS: School of Engineering and Technology, Jain 
University & International Institute of Aerospace 





classical music forms so as to bring in the general 
public in contact with some of our priceless 
heritage. The skilled maestro also impressed upon 
the students a need to take up Carnatic Music as 
professions. “It is good that all of you have attained 
degrees in music. However, the real hallmark of an 
artist is his performance and I wish that all of you 
will devote yourselves to this cause,” he elaborated. m 





The Goshti-gayaana commenced with a Daru of 
Muttaiah Bhagawatar in the raga Kamach, 
followed by Sri Matribhutam of Muthuswami 
Dikshitar in Raga Kannada. 





EVENTTYPE: National Level Workshop 
THEME: 
DATE: August 2 to August 5, 2011 

ORGANIZERS: Department of Basic Sciences 


Engineering and Management (IIAEM) WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND? e Students e Engineers 
e Students e Industry Professionals e Academicians 
e Academicians e Researchers and Scientists e Practitioners 
KEY SPEAKERS: RESOURCE PERSONS: 


e Prof. J.S. Rao, Altair Engineering, Bangalore 


¢ Prof. D.K. Subramanian, (Retd.), IISc, Bangalore 


e Prof. K. Chidananada Gowda, former VC, 
Kuvempu University 
e Prof. M Narsimhamurthy, IISc, Bangalore 


For more details about the event and registration log on to 


www. jainuniversity.ac.in 


of MATLAB applications and training. 


www.jainuniversity.ac.in 
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Applications of MATLAB in Engineering Sciences 


School of Engineering and Technology 


e Researchers and Scientists 


The resource persons include academicians from ||Sc, JNCASR, 
TIFR, scientists and researchers who have made a mark in the field 


For more details about the event and registration log on to 
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pril 6, 1994, the plane of Rwandan 
President Habyarimana was shot down on 
its way back from Tanzania. The President 
was killed and Rwanda was plunged into a bloody 
massacre immediately. The violence that ensued is 
recorded in the annals of the history as one of the 
worst massacres witnessed by the world. 

Every year Rwanda commemorates the 
Genocide on April 7 to honour those who were lost 
and to build hope for a better, violence free present 
and future. 

This year, the 17th Commemoration of the 1994 
Genocide against the Tutsis beginning from April 7 
was organized by the Rwanda High Commission, 
New Delhi and Jain University. The High 
H.E. Mr. 
Nkurunziza, Dr. R Chenraj Jain, President Jain 


Commissioner of Rwanda, Williams 

University and dignitaries from other educational 

institutions took part in the Commmemoration. 
The students from Rwanda studying in India, 
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The 17th Commemoration Of 1994 
Genocide In Rwanda Gives The 
Message Of Peace 


students of other international communities and 
their Indian counterparts also took part in the 
commemoration. 

Giving the message of harmony, the 
Commemoration was launched with a peace march 
from Jain University, J.C. Road Campus to Vittal 
Mallaya Road. The Peace March was aimed at 
creating awareness about the 1994 Genocide and 
giving the world a message that Peace should never 
be taken for granted. 

The Walk was followed by a ceremony at the 
Jain University, Global Campus. With the theme, 
‘Let us Uphold our truth and preserve our dignity,’ 
the 17th Commemoration Ceremony insisted on 
maintaining the sanctity of unalloyed truth for the 
benefit of one and all. 

When we walk down the lanes of history, 
imprints of European colonization of Africa become 
apparent on the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda. The 
Land of 1000 Hills, as Rwanda is often termed, is 
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home to two communities Hutus and Tutsis. For 
years the two communities had cohabited in their 
shared heritage. However, according to the 
historians, discriminatory policies were adopted 
regarding the two communities first when the 
country was colonized by Germany and then 
Belgium. The first large scale violence was in 
1920s where riots between the communities 
had left some 20,000 Tutsis dead. 

What followed in 1994 was much 
more grotesque. In the violence that 
followed the killing of President 
Habyarimana, more than one million 
people died. For 100 days, the country 
was defiled by bloodshed among people 
who had once dwelled together in harmony. 
The loss of more than one million human by 
unwarranted and preventable pogrom, perhaps 
is not something to be forgotten. It translates to 400 
people being killed every hour and seven per 
minute. 

Providing an insight into the massacre of 1994 
the High Commissioner of Rwanda to India, His 
_ Excellency Mr. Williams Nkurunziza said, “Decades 
of wrong choices, poor judgments, twisted 
partnerships, politics of divisionism and impunity 
destroyed the culture of unity that held the 
Rwandan socio-political entity into one coherent 
unit for centuries.” 

Several historians, researchers and officials 
have traced Rwandan Genocide and its aftermath. 
The pogrom that continued for 100 days spelt 
carnage. People were killed for no other guilt than 
being who they were from birth. Death toll is only a 
part of the story. Records show that during the 
violence women and children were also victimized 
as neighbours turned on each other. 

In remembrance of all the victims, the 
ceremony at Global Campus started with a prayer, 
followed by the National Anthem of Rwanda and a 
minute’s silence in memory of the victims. The 
symbolic candles were lit by the High Commissioner 
along with guests and students. 

While it is important to remember the horror of 
what happened, it is equally significant to dwell on 
the aftermath of the 1994 tragedy. The killings and 
violence had far greater impact, a major proportion 
of this impact was borne by the survivors and is still 
being borne. The killings left several women 
widows, children orphaned and many others 










maimed and handicapped for life. Many women 
physically abused during the Genocide are now HIV 
+ve dealing with the mental and physical affliction 
that comes with such life threatening diseases. 
Besides, it has left behind many of the socio- 
psychological issues that mostly are results of large 
scale violence. 
In order to deal with the trauma of mind 
and heart, several campaigns have been 
launched in Rwanda. The National 
Commission for the Fight Against the 
Genocide (CNLG) was formulated with 
the objectives of handling traumatism 
and other psychic disorder, teaching 
genocide, keeping memory and 
documentation and handling the aftermath 
of Gacaca (courts mooted in Rwanda for 
achievement of ‘justice and reconciliation in the 
aftermath of 1994 Genocide). 
As some of the Rwandan officials point out, 


Symbolic Fire : 
Rwandan nationals 


share their experiences healing begins with the mind. Teaching Genocide is 


being seen as one of the significant tools to create 


acceptance. Says Alice Karekezi, a researcher in 
Conflict Management, “Knowing is important. 
When people come to know what befell their loved 
ones, it helps in the healing process.” 

Rwanda has converted many of the sites where 
these atrocities were committed into museums. 
These sites bear the records of history. According to 
the officials of Rwanda it bears testimony to the 
truth. “The truth of genocide against the Tutsis in 





Decades of wrong choices, poor judgments, twisted 
partnerships, politics of divisionism and impunity 
destroyed the culture of unity that held the 
Rwandan socio-political entity into one coherent 
unit for centuries 


Rwanda and its historical and human implications 
must be preserved, defended and shared to ensure 
that this ugly past is not revisited on us or allowed to 
befall other brothers and sisters,” remarked the 
High Commissioner of Rwanda. 

The most touching part of the Commemoration 
Ceremony was the candle light vigil around the 
symbolic fire where the participants of the 
ceremony presented their testimonials and shared 
their experiences. 
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STRESSING ON 





ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 


The Science Academy’s Lecture Workshop on Graduate Engineering Curriculum Development for 
Biomass Related Subjects focused on need for more Practice Based Education 


tis significant for education to keep 

up with the ever changing 

technologies. A recent lecture 
workshop jointly organized by Indian 
Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, Indian 
National Science Academy, New Delhi, 
the Indian National Academy of 
Sciences, Allahabad and Jain University 
examined the course structure of 
Biomass related subjets. 

The lecture workshop aimed to 
review and discuss the existing 
Engineering Graduate Curriculum for 
Biomass and related areas. 19 
participants from different engineering 
institutions and universities attended 
the two day workshop. 

The deliberations were held at 


Indian Institute of Science and the Jain 





As a result of the workshop two teams 
were formed to draw up syllabus and 
reference books for Postgraduate and 


Undergraduate courses in Biomass 
related subjects. 


University Campus. The discussions 
opened with Prof. H.S. Mukund 
appraising the participants with the 
objectives of the workshop. 

During the pre-lunch session, Dr. 
Bhaskar Dixit 
developments in the Biomass 


discussed the 


combustion and the devices used for the 
generation of thermal energy. Various 
research going on in the area was also 
discussed during the workshop. 

The key points involved syllabus on 
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Practical Learning: Participants at the workshop 


Biomass and related subjects being 
followed in nine universities at present. 


The participants shared their 


experiences in running courses at 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
at their 
institutions. Also included in the 


level respective 
discussions were the current 
limitations in the field of biomass 
related education due to lack of 
laboratory experience, books on 
Biomass relevant to the Indian needs 
and a general tendency towards 
simulation as an alternative to 
experimentation. 

As a part of the two day workshop 
practical demonstrations were also 
conducted. Some of these included 
Ejector Induced Gasification Stoves, 
Batch mode biomass pellet stoves, H2S 
scrubbing technology for extraction 
from rice husk ash and a mini rocket 


launcher. As a result of the workshop two 





teams were formed to draw up syllabus 
and reference books for Postgraduate 
and Undergraduate courses in Biomass 
related subjects. 

All the participants of the workshop 
agreed on the need of a state of the art 
renewable energy laboratory that could 
be utilized by all the engineering colleges 
in and around Bangalore. To execute the 
same a concept note is to be developed 
and an opinion of all the engineering 
institutions will be sought for the 
laboratory. This will also help to assess 
the needs of these institutions. 

The workshop proved to be a 
significant step towards national 
resource mapping and understanding of 
the techno economics of the new devices. 
The participants were given a technical 
briefing as well as a tour of the 
laboratories containing experiments on 
devices built for heat and power 
generation. @ 


ENGINEERING TO FLY 


Team Drone of Jain University writes success story at SAE Aero Design (West) Competition 2011 


haping your dream aero-vehicle 
and witnessing it fly high up in 
the air can be a source of great 





satisfaction. If coupled with your efforts 
paying off in a big ticket win at an 
international competition, the results 
are for sure nothing less than 
exhilarating. The Team Drone 
comprising students from Sri Bhagawan 
Mahaveer Jain College of Engineering, 
Jain University registered such a victory 
in March this year. 

Participating in the Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) Aero 
Design (West) competition held at 
Texas, the team from SBMJCE bagged 
the first place in Design Oral 
Presentation category and third place in 
the micro class while coming out with 
flying colours in other categories too. 

The event is an annual competition 
meant to provide Engineering students 
with platform to learn and compete in 
real life situations. Every year, students 
from a number of Universities all across 
the world participate in this event. This 
year a total of 54 teams took part in the 
competition. The event was sponsored 
and organized by Lockheed Martin. 

The competition is usually held in 
three categories, regular, advanced and 
micro class. While the regular class deals 
with fundamental understanding of 
flight principles, the advanced class 
needs a better multi-disciplinary 
understanding including mechanical, 
aeronautical and 
engineering. SBMJCE participated in 
the micro class segment that entails 


computer, 


carrying the highest possible payload 
while attaining the critical aspect of 
lowest empty weight. 

This was the third consecutive year 
for the students of Engineering Sciences 








from Jain University at the SAE 
competition where they have repeatedly 
made their presence felt. The winning 
team for this year included Chandan 
Prasad, Darshan N R, Anurag Joshi, 
Shreyas Reddy, Nikhil Pandey, Shreyas 
D S, Ravi Theja and George Matthew. 
Belonging to different years 


of SAE 
Competition (West) commenced with a 


2011edition Aero Design 
security check of flights ensuring all 
rules were met. Oral presentations were 
also carried out on the second day. The 
next two days were dedicated to 9 rounds 


of flying. 





and branches of Engineering, 
the team worked under the 
guidance of researchers from 
Centre for Emerging 
Technologies, a primary 

research Centre of Jain University. The 
Oral Presentation section where 
SBMJCE students won the first prize 
tested their ability to logically explain 
their product and convince buyers. 

The competition included a written 
report from the participants, an oral 
presentation and various flight tests. For 
the micro class segment, each team is 
required to dissemble the model and fit it 
into a box with dimensions 18” x 13” x 5” 
within three minutes. The enthusiastic 
but meticulous team from SBMJCE 
achieved this feat in 2 
minutes and 10 
seconds. 

Spread over 
three days, with stiff 
competitions and 
opportunities to 
learn the 


















The competition included a written 
report from the participants, an oral 
presentation and various flight tests 


The competition scored on many 
counts. Even though it is technical in 
nature, the competition lays emphasis 
on significant aspects such as 
understanding of the project, explaining 
it to others and not to mention providing 
experience in project management. 

Building a working product is not 
just about applying theories but also 
about procuring equipments, sticking to 
the budget and time limit and this 
competition provided students with a 
real life experience of all these stages. 8 


Dream Machine: 
Members of 
Team Drone 


Ature:13 


JULY 2011 -QVE 


News & Events 


SUMMER SCHOOL FOR 
RESEARCH METHODS 











The Summer School conducted at Jain University focused on use of quantitative methods 


in Political Science research. 


he ultimate aim of research is to 

produce knowledge that is 

beneficial to a large section. 
However, research cannot be used as a 
quest for knowledge until we know that 
the methods used for a particular 
research is appropriate and above board. 
There have been several debates 
regarding methodology used in the 
Social Sciences. Recognizing the 
necessity to promote methodological 
rigour in research, recently a workshop 
was conducted on Summer School on 
Quantitative Methods in Political 
Science by Lokniti at the Jain University, 
Global Campus. Lokniti is a branch of 
Centre for Study for Developing Society 
(CSDS) dedicated to research and 
development in Political Science. With a 
repository of experience in election 
studies, democracy and governance, 
Lokniti is one of the most respected 
research centres. 

In its fourth year, the Summer 
School attracts people from all parts of 
India every year. The participants are 
chosen on the basis of the quality of their 
applications. Twenty applications are 
selected every year for the workshop. 
One of the significant aspects of this 
summer school is that it is completely 
residential. According to the organizers, 
this helps the participants to concentrate 
and hence gain from the exercise. 

The main objective of the Summer 
School is to introduce researchers and 
students to quantitative methods in 
research and its applications. Resource 


persons for the workshop were drawn 
from a diverse set of practising political 
scientists and budding research 
scholars. 

The workshop was structured to 
provide a practical experience to the 
participants in usage of quantitative 
methods. Through systematic sessions 
by seasoned political scientists, it aimed 
at developing an understanding of each 
step applied in empirical research. 

The workshop commenced with a 
discussion on the research interests of 
the participants and resource persons. 
Dr. Sandeep Shastri, Pro- Vice 
Chancellor, Jain University 
provided an insight into the 
nature, objectives and need of 
the summer school. 

Some of the areas that 
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the participants were introduced to 
included National data sources, framing 
of research questions, sampling 
procedures, designing questionnaires 
and giving case presentations. 
Participants of the workshop were 
provided hands on training in using the 
Software Package for Social Sciences 
(SPSS). SPSS 
mathematical and statistical tools for the 


uses advanced 


process of data mining and data analysis. 
It can be used to for both structured and 
unstructured, hence making it a popular 
tool with researchers. The quantitative 
analysis of data was explained using data 





The workshop was structured to provide 
a practical experience to the participants 
in usage of quantitative methods. 


Participants at Workshop: 
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sources from Lokniti. As the sessions 
progressed participants became 
involved in framing their own research 
questions and were taught, how to 
answer these research questions using 
the provided data sets. At the end of the 
workshop the participants presented 
their work based on the analysis and 
deduction exercises undertaken during 
the workshop. 

One of the prominent advantages of 
the workshop was its ability to combine 
training in logical reasoning with use of 
SPSS. This helped the participants to 
understand the mathematical and 
statistical methods while appreciating 


Dr. Sandeep Shastri, Pro- Vice Chancellor, Jain University 


Dr. Pradeep Chhibber, University of California, Berkley 

Dr. Irfan Nooruddin, Ohio State University 

Dr. Yogendra Yadav, Senior Fellow, Centre for Study of Developing Society (CSDS) 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Director, Lokniti 

Dr. Suhas Palshikar, Professor, 

Department of Political Science and Public Administration, University of Pune 
Dr. Siddhartha Swaminathan, 

Shri R.K. Hegde Chair Professor on Decentralization and Governance, ISEC 
Dr. Sanjeer Alam, Research Scholar, Lokniti 

Dr. Divya Vaid, Associate Fellow, Lokniti 

Mr. Rahul Verma, Lokniti 

Ms. Ritika Syal, Lokniti 

Ms. Kinjal Sampat, Lokniti 


the significance of deducting 
relationships among different variables. m 
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NEW COURSES 





LAUNCHED 


Jain University launches innovative courses 


ndustries are constantly evolving to bring new products, 

technologies and services to the market that not only 

fulfill business aspirations but are crucial to solving some 
of the pressing issues of our times. Successful evolution of any 
industry is predicated on the skilled manpower available. To 
fulfill these requirements of the industry academics also needs 
to evolve continuously. 

Jain University has launched several programmes in the 
new academic session that will lead to opening up of new 
avenues by training students in different fields including 
Energy, Earthquake Management and Fire Engineering. 


CERTIFICATE COURSES 

These courses are meant primarily for professionals working 
in the industry and research and development labs. For 
duration of six months, these programmes will enable such 
professionals to acquire specialized knowledge in their areas 
of interest. The areas in which these programmes are being 
offered include, Environmental Laws, Standards and 
Certification for Energy, Global Energy Economics, Financial 


Management, Energy Management, Energy Auditing, Future 
of Energy Markets and Computational Fluid Dynamics. The 
courses would be offered by Centre for Emerging Technology, 
Jain University in association with M/S TUV Rheinland, a 
reputed German Certification firm. 


RESEARCH IN FIRE ENGINEERING AND EARTHQUAKE 
ENGINEERING 

Research is an important component for development. With 
new inventions and discoveries only we can move forward 
towards a better and safer future. Jain University has 
expanded its vibrant research environment by offering PhD in 
Fire Engineering and Earthquake Engineering. Fire hazards 
and earthquakes often leave a disastrous trail in their wake. In 
order to mitigate the effects and be armed with knowledge 
about these hazards, research in the field becomes of utmost 
significance. The PhD. Degrees would be awarded by Jain 
University and research in the two fields will conducted under 
the aegis of Centre for Disaster Mitigation and Management, a 
Centre of Excellence at Jain University. 8 
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A TIME TO CELEBRATE 


Food Festival at Jain Global Campus 








he foodies at Jain University’s 
global campus had all their 
dreams come true. A six day 
Food Festival beginning from June 11 
flattered the taste buds of students and 
staff members alike with some of the 
choicest delicacies of India. 

Spread in between some sweat 
breaking preparation for examinations 
and gentle sprinkles of rain, the Food 
Festival provided a much welcomed 
The 
gastronomical delights began with 
South 


relief for students. toast to 


sumptuous Indian food. 


Combining the tangy and spicy foods of 


Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Andhra Pradesh it gave everyone a taste 
of dishes such as Gungru Dal, Ragi 
Mudda, Avail, Andhra Sambhar and 
much more. The second day was devoted 


to ‘famed haute 


vegetarianism, as termed by cookery 


writer Madhur Jaffrey that is, the 
Gujarati food with Khakra, Dal Dhokla, 
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cuisine of 


Thedi Rice and the list continues. 

When talks revolve around food, 
who can forget the omnipresent Sarson 
da Saag, Dal Makhani and Chana Pindi, 
the bold Punjabi food. It made it to the 
Festival on the third day and certainly 
made some fans. The dishes from Punjab 
made way for delicacies from Rajasthan 
as the people dug into Gatte ki Sabzi, 
Rajasthani Heeng Dal and Khorba Roti. 

Maharashtrian food made a grand 
entry on the fifth day with Potato Vada, 
Mix Usal, Laccha Paratha and of course 
Puran Puli among others. The festival 
culminated in a gala spread of fusion 
food. The platter overflowed with 
continental dishes. 





However, food was not the only 


thing on the minds of the students. 
Dressed in traditional attires to match 
the day’s flavour, the participants added 
colour to the evening. The cultural 
performances and games further added 
the fun quotient. 





GRADUATION CEREMONY AT SBMJCE 





We all wait for 
Graduation Ceremony. 
But, it also means 
leaving behind our 
friends and institution 
after four long years 





ristotle said the roots of 

education are bitter but the fruit 

is sweet. On the Graduation 
Ceremony at Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer 
Jain College of Engineering, it was a time 
for the students to achieve the fruits of 
their labour finally. With more than 366 
students under the Visvesvaraya 
Technological University course, the 
Graduation Ceremony was a proud 
moment for both the parents and the 
students. 

The Ceremony in its third year is one 
of the most awaited moments for 
students. As Richa, one of the students 
participating in the Graduation 


ON A NEW JOURNEY 


Ceremony said, “We all wait for 
Graduation Ceremony. But, it also 
means leaving behind our friends and 
institution after four long years. “ 
This year students from six branches of 
engineering and postgraduate students 
of Computer Applications graduated 
from SBMJCE. These included included 
Electronics and Communication 
Engineering, Computer Science and 
Engineering, Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering, Information Science and 
Engineering and Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Chief Guest on the occasion, Mr. V 


Prasad Rao, Director of Engineering and 


Tem 


AD b Torie 
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| SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH 


Technology, at Vehma Engineering 
India shared his experience with the 
graduating students. “Graduation is a 
very special moment. It is the 
actualization of years of hard work and 
also, a beginning towards a professional 
life,” he said. 

Reminiscing his own student days 
Mr. Rao said, “ It was such a Graduation 
Ceremony where I saw my first dreams.” 
He also advised the students to be 
optimistic while facing new challenges. 


“I personally believe in shooting for the 
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moon. Even if you can’t reach the moon, 


you will at least land among the stars.” 
Mr. Rao added. 

Mr.Rao impressed upon the 
students the need to nurture strong 
value. “ No matter where you go in life 
and no matter what you do, integrity 
matters. Be honest and put in your 100 
percent efforts” he said. 

During the Ceremony citations were 
conferred on the students for 
successfully fulfilling the requirements 
for completing their degrees. Also, 


Parting Words: 

Mr. V. Prasad Rao 
addressed the students 
at the Graduation 
Ceremony 





students were presented with special 


awards for their achievements in 
different fields during their four years at 
the institution. 
Interestingly, most students 
described oath taking as one of the most 
profound moments during the 
ceremony. “While taking the pledge to 
use our knowledge for the benefit of the 
society, we were filled with a sense of 
duty and responsibility,” was the remark 
that forth 


student 


came from the solemn 


While students took a journey down 
the memory lane they also mused on 
their future aspirations. Dheeraj from 
Mechanical Engineering placed in a 
company that caters to his core area, 
shared his excitement on the occasion. 
As he readies himself for the world out 
there, there is also a regret of leaving 
behind the fun of college days. Though 
there are students who are taking up 


their placement offers, there is no dearth 
of those who want to strike it out on their 
own. The Graduation Ceremony was 
presided over by Dr. N Sundararajan, 
Vice Chancellor, Jain University. Also 
present on the occasion were Dr. NGR 
Iyengar, Pro- VC, Jain University and 
Director for International Institute for 
Aerospace Management and Dr. Y Vijaya 
Kumar, Dean Engineering Sciences, Jain 


University. During his address Dr. 
Sundararajan said, “We are a bit sad 
today to lose such a batch of students. 
But I am also happy as in parting with all 
of you we are contributing skilled 
knowledge to the society.” Further he 
added you should learn the art of 
analyzing the situations and work 
accordingly. All the very best to all of you 
on this very auspicious occasions.” & 
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JU- CMS STUDENTS 
RADUATE 


lad in their smart Graduation 
gown’s it was the day for 





students from Post Graduate 
Department of Communication from 
CMS to reap the benefits of their hard 
work. The venue for Graduation 
Ceremony witnessed a congregation of 
anxious and delighted faces as the 
students stood on the threshold of 
stepping into the professional world. 
The graduating students were from the 
Bangalore University course 

Students from Media Studies and 
Business Management were also 
awarded during the ceremony for 
excelling in the field of academics and 
community service. The Postgraduate 
students under Bangalore University 
along with their parents were in a state of 
happy anticipation as the Ceremony 
commenced with the National Anthem 
followed by the Invocation. 

The ceremony started off with the 
National Anthem followed by 
invocation. The audience was treated to 
some riveting performances during the 
event. However, what the students took 


back were the cherished words from 
their centre. “Never get scared in life. We 
have given you the knowledge and skills 
you need out there and you have also 
taught us much,” said Prof. Dinesh, 
Director, CMS, Jain University. 

Ms. Soni Mathews, the Head of the 
Department for M.S. Communication 
pointed out to the students that 
academics should be number one 
priority before doing anything else. As 
for the graduating students, only a few 
words meant the world, “You have made 
the college proud”. Dr. R Chenraj Jain, 
President, Jain University Trust fired the 
imagination of students with his 
encouraging words and valuable advice. 
“Be very straight and clear because you 
are the spirit of the country and your 
parents,” Dr. Jain reminded them. 

He also cautioned the graduates 
that though the university has given 
them all the skills they require in their 
careers, it is their duty to bring the best 
out the best in them in the professional 
world. The students received a boost to 
their spirits as they viewed a 


presentation of previous students of Jain 
University who have received 
recognition all over the world 

Shreya and Pavitra Nayak both final 
year students of M S Communication 
were awarded by Dr. Jain for securing 
the highest marks in their class in the 
qualifying examinations for the 
Postgraduate degree. m 


>> SNIPPET 


DRISHTI 2011 


Drishti is the Annual Day for Sri Bhagawan 
Mahaveer Jain College of Engineering, Jain 
University. The day commenced with 
lighting of lamp symbolizing the spread of 
knowledge and victory over ignorance. It 
was an occasion for both celebration and 
pride for students of the institution. Merit 
certificates, special awards and overall 
trophy was presented to students who had 
displayed excellence in different fields 
throughout the academic year. Energetic 
performances by students added colour to 
the event. 
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JAIN UNIVERSITY 
DELEGATION AT RWANDA 





Dr. Jain holds talks with the President of Rwanda on education 


Sharing Ideas : Dr. R. Chenraj Jain with H.E. Mr. Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda 





e were inspired by how 

Rwanda has managed to 

develop in all sectors 
including education in the last 16 years 
including education. Africa is the future 
and Rwanda is an example of the 
developing countries we intend to 
explore and share ideas with,” remarked 
Dr. R Chenraj Jain, President, Jain 
University Trust at Kigali, the capital of 
Rwanda. 

Dr. Jain led a three member team to 
Rwanda to exchange and discuss on the 
areas of cooperation that the 
Government of Rwanda and Jain 
University could work on together, 
especially in the field of Science and 
Technology education. 

Initiatives aimed at developing 
education and extending its reach has 
been a hallmark of Jain University. To 
mark this beginning, Dr. Jain also 
announced 10 scholarships for the 
students of Rwanda in the name of H.E. 
Mr. Paul Kagame, the Hon’ble President 
of Rwanda. These scholarships will be 


awarded to students intending to study 
at the Jain University located in 
Bangalore. These can be availed from the 
coming academic session beginning in 
July this year. The scholarships are 
meant to encourage meritorious 
students lacking financial backing to 
complete their education. 

Always an advocate of providing 
opportunities to the younger generation, 
Dr. Jain also gave a public lecture at 
Kigali Institute of Science and 
Technology (KIST). KIST is the first 
public technological university of higher 
learning in Rwanda. The institute came 
into being as a joint effort of United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Government of Rwanda 
in 1997 with a mission to create human 
resources with technological prowess 
required for transforming the nation 
after genocide. KIST offers programmes 
under the faculties of Engineering, 
Applied Sciences, Architecture and 
Environmental Design apart from 
nurturing Centre for Innovations and 








Technology Transfer, the Department of 
Private Sector Development and The 
Information and Communication 
Technology Centre. In his lecture Dr. 
Jain motivated students to go beyond the 
beaten track. He emphasized that we 
should achieve by creating our own path. 
Imitating others is not an option if a 
person wants to succeed in life. 

Interestingly, he pointed out that 
confidence is one of the major factors 
that every person should build upon. 
Confidence in our abilities helps us to 
tide over the most unfavourable of times. 
He gave the audience several interesting 
anecdotes from his early life and the 
experiences he came across while 
establishing Jain Group of Institutions 
(JGI) from the scratch. 

During his visit, Dr. Jain also paid 
homage to the victims of 1994 Rwanda 
Genocide. He was accompanied by Prof. 
M.S. Paraswanath, Director 
International Students and Prof. M.S. 
Santhosh, Joint Registrar, Jain 
University on the trip. g 
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL 





YEAR OF CHEMISTRY 


A one day workshop was held at Jain University to mark the International Year of Chemistry 2011 


e often do not take note of it, 

but a few minutes of 

reflection is enough to prove 
that Chemistry is an integral part of our 
lives. From the particles that form living 
objects to the chemical reactions within 
them, all area part of it. 

Chemistry has also proved to be 
crucial for the development of medicine, 
several industrial processes and 
products and many of the things we use 
in our day to day life. 

To celebrate these painstakingly 
achieved feats in the field of Chemistry 
and its contributions towards the well 
being of the mankind, UNESCO has 
declared the Year 2011 as the 
International Year of Chemistry IYC. As 
a part of these celebrations, a day long 
Workshop on Materials for Advanced 
Technology was organized by the 
Department of Basic Sciences- 
Chemistry, School of Engineering and 
Technology, Jain University and the 
Luminescence Society of India, 
Karnataka Chapter (LSIKC) on May 14 at 
the Jain Global Campus. 

Interestingly, IYC coincides with 
the 100th Anniversary of the founding of 
International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (IUPAC) and the 100th 
Anniversary of the Nobel Prize awarded 
to Madame Marie Curie for her 
contributions to Chemistry. Even 
though it was the United Nations that 
declared the International year, IUPAC 
was a driving force behind it. 

TYC has been envisioned as an 
opportunity to providing information so 


that the general public can become 
appreciative of Chemistry and its place 
in meeting the needs of the people. It is 
also meant to celebrate the contribution 
of women to the field and encourage the 
youth to take a keener interest. 

The one day workshop at Jain 
Global Campus provided a productive 
platform to look into the past, present 
and future of Chemistry. The thrust 
areas of the workshop were Ceramic 
Composites, Nano-Materials, Smart 
Materials and Soft Materials. It was 
aimed at sharing of information on 
research in the field of Material Science 
and its novel applications. 

Resource persons for the workshop 
were drawn from prestigious 
institutions who have been engaged in 
research and development in the field. 
The sessions of the workshop were 
conducted by Dr. S. Kasthurirengan, 
Professor and Chairman, Centre for 
Cryogenic Technology, Indian Institute 
of Science IISc.), Bangalore. He 
discussed with his counterparts from 
different institutions his investigations 
along with other researchers on 
Development of Palladium based 
Hydrogen Gas Sensors for Safety 
Applications. He discussed briefly about 
the Hydrogen sensing technologies and 
the achievements of the project. 

Another interesting session was on 
the Ceramic Non Composite Material by 
Dr. K.J.Rao from Solid State and 
Structural Chemistry Unit, IISc. Dr. Rao 
shed light on the properties of Nano 
Materials stressing on Carbon 





Nanotubes. Besides this sessions were 
also conducted by Dr. S Krishna Prasad 
from Centre for Soft Matter Research, 
Bangalore. His session focused on 
Liquid Crystals. 

A most enlightening discussion was 
also carried out by Prof. Sudhindra 
Haldodderi from International Institute 
of Aerospace Engineering and 
Management, Jain University. He dealt 
with the topic Luminescent Material as 
Smart Optical Damage Sensors for 
Aerospace Applications. ® 


>> SNIPPET 


GUEST LECTURE 
ON MULTIMEDIA 


Multi has become a much used pre-fix 
today. Add to it the nuptials between 
technology and media and you have 
multimedia as one of the most promising 
future avatar of media. 

Prof. Mark Austin from the Indian 
Institute of Journalism and New Media 
dwelled on various aspects of usage of 
multimedia in journalism at a lecture on 
the Jain Global Campus. Beginning with a 
history of multimedia he dwelled on the 
increasing news of advanced 
technologies for production and 
dissemination of news. He cited the usage 
of cell phone as an increasingly popular 
device to read news. Elaborating further, 
the veteran journalist explained, 
multimedia scores because of its instant 
nature (speed), more scope for user 
empowerment and audience 
participation. 
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News & Events 


TIME FOR SOME FU 





A HOST OF NEW IDEAS MARK INFINITY 2011 


he day echoed enthusiasm and 
excitement as days of 
preparations culminated into 
Infinity 2011, the cultural and technical 
fest of Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer College 
of Engineering, the Engineering wing of 
Jain University. In its fourth year the fest 
witnessed some new and some old faces 
with a bagful of new events to keep the 
participants occupied for three dazzling 
days. 
The fest was inaugurated by Dr. Y. 
Vijayakumar, Dean Engineering 





Sciences. Commenting on Infinity he 
said, “Infinity 2011 is a cultural and 
technical fest of SBMJCE. We are proud 
to conduct its fourth edition this year. It 
serves as a platform to create bonds 
amongst students and helps them to 
showcase their talents.” 

The three day fest started on pure 
Indian rhythms with a Bhratnatyam 
performance. While the students and 
staff members marveled at the young 
student’s dedicated performance alike, 
the eager faces of the participants hinted 
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towards a promising fun filled 
beginning. 

Instrumental Solo (Percussion and 
Non- Percussion) opened the events to 
follow. Interestingly, while the 
musicians were setting tunes with their 
instruments, their friends were busy 
giving words to their thoughts in the 
Poetry Writing competition. 

The musical instruments made way 
for classical solo and it was all too 
apparent that the younger generation 
has not lost its touch with its heritage. 
While imaginations ran free with 
the Creative Writing 
Competition, Light Vocal Solo 
and Group Song enchanted the 
music lovers. 

No cultural fest can be 
complete without a good dose 
of dance. Those who practice 
the art and for others who 
equally enjoy watching 
them, there was plenty of 
scope at Infinity 2011. 
From Dance Doubles to 
Group Dances, the 
participants performed to a 
cheering crowd. 

While music and danced 
entertained at the techno 
cultural fest, Ragoli and 
sketching competition 
added colours it. Rangolis, 
from simple combination of 
colours to intricate patterns 
were deftly made by the 
competitors delighting the 
onlookers. 

If someone ever 
that 
engineers lack the 


doubted 


talent to act, it was 





quickly dispelled. The participants 
mimicked some of the well known actors 
during monoacting. Apart from 
Monoacting, Skit and Mime were held 
from the acting camp not to mention 
Mad Ads. One of the most awaited 
events, Mad Ads had the audience in fits 
of laughter as the participants presented 
one hilarious advertisement after 
another. 


THINK AND SPEAK 


The events under literary and oratory 
section provided plenty of opportunities 
to participants to rack their brains and 
raise their voice. While extempore and 
debate tested the oratory prowess of 
students, Quiz made them fish for 


information. The Quiz competition was 


held in two rounds, the prelims and 
finals. Another event that added 
excitement was JAM. There were four 
preliminary rounds conducted and six of 
the participants were selected for the 
final round. As the participants 
struggled to speak without a flaw in their 
speech for one minute at a stretch the 
audience was duly entertained. Start Up 
on the Spot was one event that provided 
engineers an opportunity to present 
their business ideas before the judges. 


FOR THE TECHIES 


Technical section came with its own set 
of innovative and interesting events. 
Programming was one event that 
attracted the computer geniuses. Those 
interested in designing had their day in 





Food Factor 
A participant all set 


to show her culinary spills 





Web Designing and Logo Designing. 
Rube Goldberg Contraption and 
Robo Wars attracted several people. 
Interestingly, one set of participants 
came up with 30 steps to play a song 
during the Rube Goldberg event. Robo 
Wars witnessed participants use all their 
ingenuity to keep their robots within the 
provided arena. The other technical 
Junk Yard Wars, 


Krypto, Paper Presentations, Circuit 


events included 
Debugging and Gaming. Junk Yard had 
the participants think out of the box as 
they gave meaningful forms to pieces of 


waste. 


SPECIAL TREAT 


Infinity 2011 did not stick to the rules 
and went ahead to make the occasion a 
special treat to all involved with some 
well chosen events. Cooking was one of 
these. The techies who normally consort 
with machines, circuits and computers 
went all out to dish out some mouth 
watering food with amazing 
presentation. 

Personality contest in the form of 
Mr. and Ms. Infinity created quite a stir. 
However, one event that stood out was 
Kite Flying where the participants not 
only flew kites but also made them. 
Antakshari, 


Charade and not to mention Treasure 


Fashion Show, Dumb 


Hunt, Reporting and Photography also 


formed a part of the events. 8 
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Spotlight 


Writer 


lorherself 


Anita Nair considers herself a mirror to the society. Her writing sketches a 
portrait of contemporary life in shades of grey, often relaying the melancholy 
of the condition in words that could strike deep within, making you helpless, 
similar to her characters. 


Words: Prasanth Aby Thomas 








riters come in various hues and tones, shades and contrasts, in colour and 
black & white. Some influence you, enlighten you, and at times change the 
way you think. Some leave nothing unchanged. Writers believe, and make 
believe. This would mean the writers are a diverse as a breed. At least, this is 
what I believed, till I met Anita Nair. 





“I think beneath the skin, all writers are the same”, she says. Even a prolific writer who is an 
activist would, at some point of time, make a decision whether he is a writer or an activist. Because, 
writers, unlike other creative people, do not work 


in a similar temperament. They are so fickle. === 7 think beneath the skin, all 


One day I may be writing on construction gyiters are the same”, she says. Even a prolific 
workers, and would be sympathetic to their life. 


But that will not be forever.” As she moves tọ Writer who is an activist would, at some point of 
other stories and experiences that influence her, time, make a decision whether he is a writer or an 
ideas would change. Anita was smitten by the activist. Because, writers, unlike other creative 
love to write early on. However, she had decided peop le, do not work in a similar temperament 
long back that she wouldn't use her passion to 

bring home the bacon. That would probably kill the essence of her love for the activity. Often people 

make the mistake of making a career out of their passion, which eventually gets bozged down in the 

wake of tight deadlines and unnecessary politics. Anita took up a job at an ad agency. and she says this 

really helped her to learn to accept criticism, and to cut down the flabs in writing. She did take up a few 

journalistic pursuits as a stringer, until deciding to be a full time writer. Today, Anita is an 
internationally acclaimed writer with translations and publications with a varied range of publishers 

in various countries. 
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Spotlight 


“ee But even as her 

first book failed to reach the 
shelves of some of the 
prominent bookstores in the 
country, it did catch the eye of 
the major players in the field. 
Media reviewed her work and 
she received both positive and 


negative feedbacks. 


Anita’s first published work, Satyr 
of the Subway, a collection of short 
stories, came out when she was still in 
the advertising industry. It was a friend 
who suggested and encouraged her to 
publish her works. “I kind of had a dream 
run”, she says. She went to a book store, 
wrote down the details of a few 
publishers and sent her work to them. 
Presently she got a contract, “which in 
fact, made me insecure as a writer”, she 
smiles. 

But even as her first book failed to 
reach the shelves of some of the 
prominent bookstores in the country, it 
did catch the eye of the major players in 
the field. Media reviewed her work and 
she received both positive and negative 
feedbacks. Times of India wrote ‘Anita 
Nair's first offering has the 
incandescence of a born story-teller’ and 
Indian Express, ‘Nair's work is suffused 
with metaphor, myth and montages of 
life. The book reads like a poem in parts, 
rich with rhyme, rhythm and 














alliteration. It is impolite, yet hard to 
ignore.” 


MALABAR MIND 
She came out with a collection of poetry 
next. In ‘Malabar Mind’, Anita’s debut 
collection of poems, the actual and 
corporeal, landscapes and mindscapes 
are discovered with an unusual flow of 
smoothness. From the quirky symbol of 
toddy shops in Malabar - a full bottle of 
toddy crowned with a red hibiscus - to 
the stressed drone of television 
newscasters during war time; from the 
apathy of non-stick frying pans to the 
quiet content of cows chewing cud, Anita 
Nair rakes through the everyday, seizing 
an unusual moment. And then she turns 
them into metaphors that cast a glow, 
suffusing ordinary things with 
extraordinary dimensions, capturing the 
strength and resilience of life. 

The book contained cryptic couplets 
on love, an epigram on how to cope with 
failure, demanding extended poems 





LADIES COUPE 


As she listens to the 
women's stories, Akhila is 
drawn into the most private 
moments of their lives, 
seeking in them a solution 
to the question that has 
been with her all her life: 
Can a woman stay single 
and be happy, or does a 
woman need a man to feel 
complete? 
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MISTRESS 


A brilliant blend of 
imaginative story-telling and 
deeply moving explorations 
into the search for meaning 
in art and life, Mistress is a 
literary tour de force from 
one of India's most exciting 
writers. 


LESSONS IN FORGETTING 


Crafted to echo the stages of 
a cyclone, Lessons in 
Forgetting is a heart-warming 
story of redemption, 
forgiveness and second 
chances. Through a series of 
coincidences, Meera and JAK 
find their lives turning and 
twisting together, with the 
unpredictability and sheer 
inevitability of a cyclone. 


THE BETTER MAN 


In many ways the essence of 
the book is change is always 
possible; hope never dies; 
and happiness can be found. 
You just have to look for it 
and when you find it, take 
chances even if by doing so, 
the rest of the world might 
turn against you. 


about youth and sensual existence; 
humour, irony, lust, hope, hurt, anguish; 
beaches, crows, bus journeys, hospitals, 
just about every aspect of the human 
existence finds a place in this collection 
of poems written over a decade. 


POET'S TAKE 

Anita gives a very profound distinction 
to prose and poetry writing. “Poetry for 
me is spontaneous, intense and instant. 
Prose is much more of a deliberate 
action, especially novels”. A novel 
requires interaction, research, 
contemplation and a lot more 
development at length simply due to the 
nature of the work. The amount of 
writing that goes into a novel simply 
makes it impossible to be compared to 
poetry. 

Her first novel The Better Man, set 
in contemporary India in a little 
fictitious village called Kaikurussi in the 
northern part of Kerala, in many ways 
expressed the thought that change is 
always possible, hope never dies and 
happiness can be found. You just have to 
look for it and when you find it, take 
chances even if by doing so, the rest of 
the world might turn against you. 

This was followed by her second 
novel Ladies Coupé in 2001, the story of 
a woman's search for strength and 
independence. Her women would seem 
to follow a similar nature in all her books. 
Perhaps an indication on how she 
internalises the condition of 
contemporary Indian women. “For years 
women have accepted the conditioning 
of the society”, she says. “It is only 
natural that today women are confused 
and helpless.” There is also a strong 
sense of the need to be morally right in 
her female characters. Ask her about this 
and she would tell you that it is only 
natural. “It is easier to be right than to be 
wrong!” 


NOTAFEMINIST 


But for all her consideration for the 
women of today, Anita refuses to accept 





the current trend of feminism as her 
philosophy. She is not a feminist, she 
underlines. This is especially due to the 
way the movement of feminism has 
evolved. Perhaps one could say that 
feminism has reached a level of 
competition to men, which Anita feels is 
not what is necessary for a woman. 

Ask about politics, she laughs saying 
a friend told her she is left to the centre. 
And she stresses that being an Indian 
female English writer makes only a 
difference as far as the language goes. 
She does point out that when you are an 
English writer, you do not know most of 
your readers. They could be all over the 


Ask about politics, she 
laughs saying a friend 
told her she is left to 
the centre. And she 
stresses that being an 
Indian female English 
writer makes only a 
difference as far as the 
language goes. 


world. In that perspective it is difficult to 
know the real reaction from the readers. 
Some may like your work; some may 
dump it in the bin. However, Anita 
points out clearly that she writes for 
herself, not for someone else. Essentially 
due to this, she feels her writing may not 
suit lot of readers, while making an 
enjoyable read for others. “This may 
sound like an arrogant stand. But that is 
howitis”, she says. 

In 2005, Anita published her next 
novel, Mistress. The book was an 
exploration of Kathakali, from a very 
intimate point of view. Anita had been 
passionate about the art form from early 








on. She often listens to scores of 
Kathakali (padam) and appreciates the 
nature of the art form which makes it 
stand a class apart from the other 
classical arts. Kathakali, unlike other art 
forms, has a distinctive feature. While 
other classical art forms portray 
characters in either good or bad light, 
Kathakali allows the entrance of 
characters in shades of grey. So a 
character may be an evil one, but he may 
have his own goodness somewhere 
about him. “This appeals to me, 
particularly as a writer”, she points out. 

Anita joined Kerala Kalamandalam, 
a major centre for learning Indian 
performing arts, especially those that 
developed in the southern states of 
India, with the special emphasis on 
Kerala, as a short term student. There 
she learned the subtle nuances of the art 
form. An experience she had while in 
advertising field could have played a role 
in this work. She once came across a 
Kathakali artist who must have spent 
years mastering the art form, pose for 
advertising works. He goes from agency 
to agency, doing the same job. She was 
horrified at the level that he had come to 
after probably giving up his entire life for 
the art form. He is reduced to just a 
showpiece in ads. 


WRITING FROM THE EXPERIENCE 
Experiences are any good writer's 
wealth. Anita explains that a lot of the 
inspiration for her works would be from 
simple experiences. Once she was at a 
railway station, in the special queue for 
ladies at the ticket counter. Since the 
ladies’ queue was shorter, men, who had 
women with them, send the latter to take 
the ticket. This amused Anita. None of 
the women in the queue were 
handicapped or incapable, needing 
special help. And this experience later 
became a part of one of her books. 

Once while on a train in the United 
States of America, a stranger sitting next 
to Anita started sketching her portrait. 
Anita became interested in the way he 
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Spotlight np, 


mes Writers as a 
general rule do get much 


attention when they speak. It 
is common in today’s world to 
see many a writer turn an 
activist. But Anita has clear 
convictions about this. She 
does not believe that activism, 
in terms of speech does not 
bring about change. 


just set about to draw her even without 
asking permission. On talking to him, 
she learned that he was a portrait artist 
and that his name was Basil. This 
amused her further more as it was the 
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name of an herb. These sort of simple 
experiences often influence Anita Nair. 
Perhaps it is this simplicity of 
experiences that translates into her 
writing as well. 

With 
Mistress received. In her website, Anita 


much acclaim was The 
has given an intimate view of a writer’s 
insecurities and simple moments of joy 
as she was at work on the book. She 
relates how her quest to understand the 
art form of Kathakali really propelled the 
creation of this magnificent work. The 
book has now been recreated as a play 
Nine Faces. 

Anita’s writing has a strong 
resonance of Kerala. Natural, according 
to her, even though she didn’t grow up 
for the major part of her life in the 
southern state, she does travel often and 
the influence is apparent. 


-SSONS IN FORGETTING 
Lessons in forgetting, her more recent 
novel (2007) is a beautifully narrated 
tale of redemption, forgiveness and 
second chances. Intricately woven 
through the life of two people in the 
hustle and bustle of modern city life, the 
book attempts at heart, to interpret the 
attempts to ‘bid farewells to yesterdays.’ 

Much recognition has reached 
Anita. Mistress was named a finalist for 
the 2007 PEN/Beyond Margins Award 
in the U.S.A. It was nominated a finalist 
for LiBeraturpreis 2007 in Germany and 
was on the Orange Prize long list in the 
UK. Anita received the FLO FICCI 
Women Achievers Award in 2008 for 
Literature. 

Writers as a general rule do get 
much attention when they speak. It is 
common in today’s world to see many a 
writer turn an activist. But Anita has 
clear convictions about this. She does 
not believe that activism, in terms of 
speech does not bring about change. You 
can talk about upliftment, but is it 
making you or me do something about it. 
Stop speaking; start doing, that’s what 
social work requires. 

To an aspiring writer, Anita would 
not advice any particular path to follow. 
It is to do what your heart desires. That 
would make one a better writer. 

Currently Anita is working on an 
English translation of Chemmeen, a 
renowned work in Malayalam from 
Thakazhi Shivashankarappilla. This 
work is due to be released in a month’s 
time. She is working on her next novel as 
well, to be published next year. “It is 
going to be very different from what I 
have written so far”, she smiles. Perhaps 
a change from her traditional approach 
to the society. 

Quite like what she told me initially. 
Writers are indeed fickle. It could be the 
reason they stand the test of time, may be 
a bit more than others. In any case 
freshness is good, and she promises just 
that in her new book. Well, we will look 
forward to that! 






Its not just about high 

l paying jobs anymore, 
as more youngsters 

move into entrepreneurship. 


WORDS: PRASANTH ABY THOMAS 


y the end of their academic life, students are often in 
a dilemma about their next mode — the career. It’s a 
rush to get placed; resumes, interviews and tests 
mark the time. And yet there are a few 
youngsters who decide to start their own 
ventures, be an entrepreneur and be your own boss. This 









«road is never easy — In fact it invites resistance as much as 
constraints. In this edition of Aventure, we take a look 
at some of these smart individuals, who have 
challenged the conventional criterions to 
establish themselves as a different breed 
altogether. 






THE URGE TO 
CREATE 
AN IDENTITY 


IT STARTED WITH THE STOCK MARKET FOR ABDUL G SAIT. BUT THE 





FLICKERING SCREENS AND FLUCTUATING FIGURES OF THE STOCK 


MARKET WAS HARDLY ENOUGH FOR THIS AMBITIOUS YOUNGSTER 





n any industry, an entrepreneur 

needs to build a layer of trust 

among his target customers. But 

if it is in the financial field, there 
should be a minimum of three layers of 
trust to survive. And this was just one of 
the many challenges that Abdul faced 
when he set out to start his own business 
SIX years ago. 

Abdul was doing his Pre University 
Degree when he first got introduced to 
the stock market. His experience early 
on with the dynamics of share trading 
had instilled the excitement that was 
needed to make him decide that he 
wanted to enter this field. Continued 
time and effort spent in the market 
taught the youngster several practical, at 
times expensive lessons, which he 
himself admits would never be learned 
inaclassroom. 

But his desire to be independent 
took him beyond the flickering prices of 
the stock market. With each passing day, 
but bold 
businesses of his own. Marketing 


he ventured into small 


apparels for the youth was one such 


venture. The joy of being an 
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entrepreneur went hand in hand with his 


education. During his third semester 
MBA he learnt that Dr. Chenraj. Jain, 
Chairman, President, Jain university 
trust was starting an incubation cell to 
support those who wanted to become 
entrepreneurs. “Immediately I 
approached him and let him know that I 
wanted to start a finance company.” 
Incidentally Dr. Jain was thinking on the 
same lines. Thus materialised Basket 
options, a service provider in the field of 
finances, catering to people from all 
walks of life and society. 

Through the entire course of his 
education and the consistent experience 
with entrepreneurship had enabled 
Abdul to realise the importance of 
honest and sincere customer 
relationship. Early on he had decided the 
high standards with which he would 
focus on his professional relationships. 
‘No work other than work’, that’s the 
motto that Abdul operates by. Being a 
very social person, he enjoys the 
company of people even as he works. 
And he makes sure that his company 
operates in tune with his philosophy 


towards life, maintaining highest 
standards of service and setting itself 
apart by introducing novel customised 
solutions, realising the customer’s 
needs. It is no surprise that Basket 
Options has earned the reputation of 
being one of the most innovative players 
m the highly dynamic field of finances 
and often surprises clients with the 
customisation and packaging of 
everyday products and services. 

“We 
challenges” remarks Abdul. Gaining 


had our fair share of 
knowledge of the industry, in the initial 
stages was a struggle. Along with that 
getting together the right people posed 
another problem. In fact early on, it took 
him quite some time to get together a 
good team. 

A breakthrough that led to the fame 
and benchmarking of the insurance 
sector for Abdul and his company, was 
the innovation of student insurance to 
educational institutions that were 
unaware of the same. This move was not 
only applauded by educational 
institutions, students and parents, but 
also several high ranking officials in 


It was an ocean I 


jumped into 


without knowing 
much about it. 
But that was 

how Basket 
Options was born 








insurance companies who failed to look 
into the opportunity that they had 
overlooked and Basket options had 
shown them. 

A venture that was started with the 
intention of finding the identity for 
himself and making a mark of his own, 
Basket Options has achieved far more for 
Abdul. He now claims the motivating 
factors to achieve more are recognition, 
overcoming challenges and the desire to 
achieve all the more than ever before. He 
now says that he has set his sights higher 
and further. In course of his 
entrepreneurial experiences so far he 
has learnt that money is only a by- 
product that will increase as long as the 
work is right and the base is strong. 

“It was an ocean I jumped into 
without knowing much about it. But that 
was how Basket Options was born”, he 
admits. But six years and several 
experiences later, he has built an 
organisation that is leagues ahead of 
others in terms of service and integrity. 
Emphasising on trust, reputation and 
quality, he makes sure his company 
stands the test of time. 









DREAM TO 
SELL MY OWN 
PRODUCT 


KAPIL SINGHI STARTED OUT TRAINING INDIVIDUALS TOWARDS THEIR 


LIFE GOALS, BUT DIDN’T REALLY STOP ANYWHERE NEAR THAT. 


alking out through the 


gates of Jain College 

after finishing his course 

from MATS, Jain Group 
of Intuitions, Kapil Singhi contemplated 
on his prospect as a businessman. 
Coming from a business family, he was 
initially inclined, as with many of his 
graduate friends, to get into the family 
business. However, Kapil wanted to do 
something else. He felt the need to go 
further down the lane. Above all, he 
knew he would not settle for something 
small. 

During his college days, he ventured 
into the field of training people. Starting 
a company in the name of Brain Workz, 
he trained students and young people in 
personality development, motivation 
and leadership skills. He also started 
writing articles on personal and 
motivational topics that were published 
in the local dailies. In time, his writing 
was appreciated and he started having 
regular followers of his articles. 

Immediately after his course he 
started with a retail outlet for one of the 
prominent companies in the country. 
“But I was never really happy selling 
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some else’s products”, he notes. “My 
dream was to have my own product, 
whatever it is, it should be my own 
brand”. 

Subsequently he quit the business. 
Teaming up with a couple of friends, he 
planned on starting something fast 
moving. There are only three things that 
would surely sell. Education, Hospitals 
and Food. They started with a small 
mobile kiosk called Chatpat, which 
brought in the concept of moving Chat. 

“We bought a second hand Maruti 
Versa, modified the interiors and 
designed it in such a way that we could 
sell chat from it.” Kapil was able to make 
reasonable profit from his business 
during the time. 

After Chatpat became popular, they 
wanted to start something stationary. 
They started doing the business from 
single place. 

After six months from starting 
Chatpat, came the idea of starting 
something bigger. Then came the idea of 
a quality vegetarian restaurant. They 
wanted a powerful bold statement in the 
name of their business, a name that 
denotes respect to the work and the 






clients who would walk through their 
doors. The name Sarkar came up, which 
they felt would bring in a strong feel of 
respect and dignity. “We consider each 
client as ‘Sarkar’. 

The first outlet was opened in 
Basavanagudi, Bangalore. As the 
business developed, he had to open 
another branch in Basaveshwaranagar 
as well. “A major booster for us was Dr. 
Chenraj Jain’s support. He used to say 
‘you need to go forward, do not fear 
anything in the world. Work out your 
plans and get on with it”. Meeting Dr. 
Jain is what Kapil considers to be the 
turning point in his life. 

Along with Chatpat, Sarkar and 
Barinworkz, there is also a catering 
division called Dhir Catering Services. 
“Challenges have been huge in the 
business’, Kapil remarks. On a day to 
day basis he feels he still has not reached 
a level where he can get people to work 
towards the goal of the company. It often 
comes to he himself having to look into 
the various aspects. He says that he is 
slowly evolving out of this and work 
delegation is taking place to effect. 

Kapil makes it a point to receive the 


What would be the 


one thing to succeed 
in restaurant 
business? “Good 





taste”, he says. Keep 
it simple, natural 

and tasty food. 
Business would 
definitely do well. 


customers personally whenever he is 
available. He likes to mingle with them, 
find out their requirements and tastes. 
This, he feels, helps him to improve his 
business. 

Kapil is also an author. With his 
interest in the field of training and 
development, and the flair for language, 
Kapil’s first book ‘Insfire to win’ went on 
to add another feather to his cap. 

He now has sights on taking his 
brands national and making them a 
household name across the country. As 
he speaks on this vision, he points out 
that every day is a challenge and should 
be taken as it comes. 

What would be the one thing to 
succeed in restaurant business? “Good 
taste”, he says. Keep it simple, natural 
and tasty food. Business would definitely 
do well. And to those who would like to 
get into the field, 

Kapil advises to get the right people 
in place. Each and everyone have a role 
to play and its imperative that you get the 
right support. Also, have a cool head, 
because challenges will probably pop up 
on an almost day to day basis. t 
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n the movie Inception, Di Caprio 
says ‘Once an idea has taken hold 
of the brain it's almost impossible 
to eradicate.’ Such was the 
condition of Punit Solanki, towards the 
end of his college life. The idea to start 
something on his own had gripped him, 
and he went to the extent of finding his 
old friend and teaming up with him to 
start a business of artificial flower 
arrangement services. 

But this came after he realised that 
ideas come dime a dozen, but finding the 
ones that work is the tough part. He did 
spend quite some time contemplating on 
his ideas on entrepreneurship. And then 
along with his friend, Chirag Patni, he 
started Petal Shades in Bangalore. 
Chirag had a similar business in Indore 
and decided to venture in Bangalore as 
well. The idea was to provide artificial 
flower services on a commercial basis. 
The business was one that involved both 
aesthetics as well as utilitarian purpose. 
“The road was tough”, Punit recalls. 
They started the venture with a meagre 
investment. In fact it started in a small 
room in his college itself. Juggling 
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between work and study was also a 
challenge. There were far too many 
things to look into, he recalls. But the 
biggest of all challenge was that the 
concept was alien to many. Selling the 
concept became more necessary than 
selling the products. The fact that Chirag 
was new to the city also posed a problem. 
It took him a while to get used to the 
market and until then there was obvious 
practical issues. 

“When you start you have all the 
positive side of business in mind, things 
are rosy and big, later we find that the 
grass is always greener on other side”. 
Petal Shades did not get even a single 
customer for weeks. Then came along a 
customer who brought some good 
business. They started with a retail 
model with a dual purpose, to display as 
well as store their merchandise. The 
initial sets of customers were from the 
jewellery and hospital sectors. Gradually 
their customer base increased and 
opened up more avenues for them. 

Petal Shades is one of the pioneers 
of flower rental service in the country. 
Though specifically catering to artificial 








flowers, they do provide natural flowers 
toclientson demand. 

Punit and Chirag had realised 
initially that it was required to innovate 
continuously, in order to survive. They 
were constantly looking for options to 
help their business forward. Thus they 
also ventured into landscaping business. 
“There are always new opportunities to 
grow and expand your business”, feels 
Punit. 

Much of the work that Petal Shades 
has done has become a thing of 
attraction in itself. For example, the 
flower arrangements at Jayadeva 
Hospitals, undertaken as a large project 
by the company have become a focus of 
attention to many. People tend to take 
photographs of the flowers and visitors 
are seen posing for photographs along 
with the flowers. “Our work has achieved 
such a quality”, Punit says with an air of 
pride. 

In the modern world, when go green 
is often the theme, it would seem difficult 
for an artificial flower business to 
prosper. However, Petal Shades have 
been able to identify the demand and 








maketheirmark. Punit hails from the 
‘Lake City’ of Udaipur in Rajasthan. 
After his schooling he moved to Mumbai 
to attend college. After finishing college 
in Mumbai, Punit wanted to pursue 
higher education and chose to look into 
an MBA course being offered by the Jain 
Group of Institutions in Bangalore. 

His journey through the ups and downs 
of an entrepreneurship life has taught 
him a lot. It is all about being committed 
to the core. Punit feels that as much 
exciting and rewarding as it is, business 
can take a lot away from you. It is 
important to keep a cool head, and know 
to strike a proper balance between 
personal and professional life. 
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TO BE 


UNIQUENESS 
SUCCESSFUL 


DETERMINATION IN THE FACE OF SETBACKS IS THE KEY TO 
SUCCESS FOR MAHESH SANGHVI. 


“Its like planting a tree”, says Mahesh Sanghvi, 
sitting at his desk at the Vriddhi Showroom in 
Bangalore. “Any business has to be nurtured like 
a tree, from the stage of seed to its growth to the 


developed level” 


Mahesh 


was certain about only one 


fter his studies. 


thing. He did not want to be 





a seeker of job, but be a 
provider of it. However he was practical 
enough to know that he needed some 
work experience before venturing on his 
own. After considering various options, 
he took up a position in Jain Group of 
Institutions itself. 

This gave him a feel of various fields. 
In fact, it was at this time that he decided 
to enter into the field of infrastructure — 
furnishing products. His stint with the 
various activities at JGI had given him a 
vague idea on the field and after about 
two years he felt that it was time for him 
to move forward. 


Soon he opened a showroom in 
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Bangalore and ventured into plywood 
business. His biggest challenge was to 
overcome the difficulties of an unknown 
field and that he took head on with 
immense courage. “Learning on the job 
is extremely hard, especially when one 
owns the business”, he laughs. 

It was a relatively slow process for 


Mahesh. His business took time to grow 


and break even. There were a lot of 


expensive lessons, but he held on in spite 


of difficulties. There were days when all 


they could do was sell a sheet or two of 


laminates a day. However, slow and 
steady efforts led him to better the sales 
rates and his business matured. For the 
first two years he ran his business from 
the first showroom and eventually had to 
invest in another one as the business 






Setbacks and 


disappointments were many, but 


developed. 


Mahesh kept moving ahead in spite of all 
this with a constant determination and 
dedication to his work. “Whatever you 
start, it takes time to grow. One has to 
wait, slog and give the venture time and 
space for it to develop.” Mahesh had the 
conviction that he will be able to succeed. 
In time he acquired the right skills and 
developed the right approach towards 
his market. “It is very important to know 
the right people”. Being a constant 
learner he developed the art of making 
the right contacts in the field which 
helped him further down the lane. 

Time was one thing that Mahesh 
had very little to spare. Since entering 
the industry, he had been kept extremely 
busy, as would any serious entrepreneur 
in his early stages be. A turning point in 
his life was when his wife decided to join 
his business. This gave him more time to 
plan and advance his venture to the 
further level. “She takes care of 50 to 60 
per cent of my headaches”, he smiles. 

“One has to be different”, he says. 
Being relentlessly patient, innovative 


One has to be 
different’, he says. 
Being relentlessly 


patient, innovative 
and committed would \ N 


bring you success. \ 
And entrepreneurship 
is something he 
readily recommends | 
to youngsters. pare ye ï 











and committed would bring you success. 
And entrepreneurship is something he 
readily recommends to youngsters. He 
feels that it is always better to be a 
provider of jobs than to be a seeker of 
one. 

Mahesh has plenty of plans for his 
future. Developing his enterprise into a 
much elaborate one would be his 
primary focus. Adding more and more 
products and providing a host of services 
to customers would come up. He aims to 
take Vriddhi to new heights and intends 
to carve a niche in the industry. Perhaps 
one day the name ‘Vriddhi’ would be 
synonymous with the products he sells. 
He also plans to widen his market to the 





national level. 
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Special Feature 


As the world celebrates 150th birth anniversary of 
Tagore, we take a glimpse at the man of myriad muses 


ne and half a century has passed; the world is celebrating the 150th year of 


\ Rabindranath Tagore. Even through the lattice of time, Tagere’s eight decades of life 


and work it resulted in sheds a powerful light in the 21st century. A man of vision, 


words, music, philosophy and colours, Tagore, also known by the sobriquet Gurudev, 


stands a towering figure in the literary and cultural circles nat to mention the band of 


thinkers who thought ahead of their times. The narrow alleys of geographieal confines; restraining 


chains of caste, race and religion was not for Tagore; he believed in oneness and acceptance, he had the 


idea of a world with a universal outlook. 


A MAN OF WORDS 

In the years that followed the birth of 
Rabindrananth Tagore and added to his 
development, India was poised at a stage where 
leaders all over the country were visualizing an 
India without British rule. In his book, Talks in 
China, Tagore himself describes the period as 
harbinger of three great revolutions, religious, 
literary and national. The works of Tagore as an 
author and poet were greatly influenced by the 
three. 

The ideal of creative spirit was inculcated in 
Tagore in his family surroundings. He writes in his 
essay, The Religion of an Artist, “Most of the members 
of my family had some gift — some were artists, some 
poets, some musicians and the whole atmosphere of 
our home was permeated with the spirit of creation.” 








No wonder that the beautr of poetry and sagacity of 
prose, both came naturally to Tagore. 
“I thought my voyage haacome to its end at the last 
limit of my power, 

that the path befare me was closed, that 
provisions were exhausted and the time come to 
take shelter in silent obscurity. 
But I find that thy will knows no end in me. And 
when old words die owt on the tongue, new 
melodies break forth from the heart; and where old 
tracks are lost, new couatry is revealed with its 
wonders” (Excerpt from Gitanjali) 

Gitanjali remains one of the most well known 
works of Rabindranath Tagore. At once mystical, 
lyrical and simple, the tribute of songs won the 
Noble Prize in Literature in 1914 for Tagore making 
him the first Non- European to don the honour. 
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GITANJALI, AN OFFERING 
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THE POEMS C 
SENCE OF 


OF SONGS, IS A 
LLECTION OF POEMS BY 
BINDRANATH TAGORE. 
APTURE THE 
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Portraying a pure belief in the Almighty 
and talking of the common exhaustion 
and hopes in our lives, this collection of 
poetry prose has become well known 
throughout the world. 

If songs and poems flowed through 
Tagore’s pen, so did plays. He wrote his 
first play, Valmiki Pratibha (The Genius 
of Vamiki) when he was just 20. Dakghar 
(Post Office), 
Sanyasi (Ascetic) remain some of his 


Visarjan (Sacrifice), 
most memorable plays. His plays 
explore the nature of mankind, the 
human relations and the relations of 
man with the spiritual and the divine. He 
reflects on religion and caste. 
Chandalika is one of his works that 
discusses the caste structure of 
Hinduism. Some of the plays portray 
Tagore’s own trysts. Dakghar (Post 
Office) narrates the story of an ailing 
child, Amal confined to his sickbed. He 
watches life by a window in the 
loneliness of his room. Tagore himself 
was no stranger to loneliness and 
seclusion. In his acceptance speech of 
the Nobel Prize he shares with his 
European audience, “ When I was about 
25 years I used to live in utmost seclusion 
in the solitude of an obscure Bengal 
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village by the river Ganges in a 
Boathouse.” 

Perħaps no one can forget the 
touching short stories, Kabuliwala and 
The Castaway where the author brings 
out the conflicts of human relationships 
and yearnings so masterfully. 

A deep sense of emotions and 
philosophy formed a component of ngst 
of Tagore’s works as he talkediibf 
common men, women, children, S 
and queens with equal panache. 

MUSIC- DISTINCT AND RICH 

It is not possible to visualize Tagore 
without his hallmark Rabindrasangeet. 
He brought a renaissance in the Bengali 
music and Rabindrasangeet has become 
a significant addition to the Indian 
music. Drawing on the Indian classical 
music and folk music, this form is looked 
upon as one of the greatest cultural 
legacies of the genius. 

Perhaps the bent towards both 
Indian classical music and folk music, 
can be ascribed to Tagore being expgged 
to both the forms from an early agde 
describes the amalgamation of the in 
his early stages of learning in the 
autobiographical work, ‘My Boyhood 











and his works put Bhanusingher 
Padabali , as one of his very first musical 
endeavour. Gitabitan by Tagore presents 
a compendium ofall his songs. 

The distinctiveness of 
Rabindrasangeet is its oneness. As 
writes one of acclaimed filmmaker and 
essayist, Ladly Mukhopadhyay, “When 
we listen to his songs it becomes difficult 
to find out which part of it is Western or 
which part is purely Indian classical and 
which is from the folk or Baul tradition. 
Ultimately the mixture that he presents 
is something which is purely his own 
creation, Rabindrasangeet.” 

His songs and musical compositions 
encompass a variety of themes. The 
lilting melodies set the beautiful lyrics 
dedicated to Spring, Autumn, Summer 
and Rains. He describes his love for the 
rains beautifully in one of his songs, 
‘Today in Drizzling Rains.’ 


It is said that expressions of a creative 
mind know no bounds. So it was with 
Rabindranath Tagore. He went beyond 
the realm of words and music to 
paintings, albeit, quite late in his career. 
In a letter he writes about his paintings, “ 
First, there is the hint of a line, and then 
the line becomes a form. The more 
pronounced the form becomes the 
clearer becomes the picture of my 
conception..” 

Interestingly, the earlier 
recognition of Tagore’s paintings came 
from Russia and Europe and not from 
India. Just like the other forms of art his 
paintings acquired a universal character 
and were not country specific. His use of 
pigments was much remarked upon as 
Tagore brought in a bold richness to 
canvas. The paintings by Tagore have 
been termed as being a pure visual story. 


Today, in drizzling rains and rumblings of a cloudy day 


Know not I, know not why, why on nothing does the mind stay 


With restless water laden winds, towards wandering clouds 
Speeds this mind, yearns this mind, longing to know paths of a flight of geese 


Nature and its beauty manifests in 
songs of Tagore but that is not all. 
Devotional and spiritual songs, romance 
and patriotism all form a part of the rich 
musical legacy left by Tagore. He is 
perhaps the only musician who has 
penned down the National Anthem of 
two countries. Jana Gana Man originally 
written in Bengali by Tagore was 
translated by him later to Hindi and its 
first stanza was adopted as the National 
Anthem of India. Later, after the 
formation of Bangladesh, Amar Sonar 
Bangla (My Golden Bengal) by 
Rabindranath Tagore was adapted as the 
country’s National Anthem. 

Tagore has also composed songs 
and music commemorating birth, death, 
harvesting, weddings and many other 
occasions. His music was as soulful as it 
was enchanting. The intricate, exquisite 
as well as simple, all came from his 
genius. 





TAGORE, THE EDUCATIONIST 
AND PHILOSOPHER 

His views on education were strong and 
to say that he did not agree with the 
conventional educational system will be 
an understatement. “The education that 
encourages repetition is not the 
education of the mind, because that can 


be taken care of even mechanically,” he ` 


writes in his book Vishwa Bharati 
originally written in Bengali. 

He founded Patha Bhavana at 
Shantiniketan in 1901 that later 
blossomed into the University Vishva 
Bharati in 1921. The school was based on 
Tagore’s idea about education, where 
knowledge is imparted in close 
proximity to nature. He succinctly puts 
forth his view on education when he 
writes, “Education has its only meaning 
and object in freedom.” 

In fact when we examine minutely 
the exquisite lyrics, poems, profound 


THE DANCING GIRL: AN OII 
PAINTING BY 
RABINDRANATH TAGORE, 
IT IS ANOTHER 
TESTIMONY OF THI 
PAINTER’S BOLD APPROACH 
TO PAINTING. TAGORI 
CREATED RARE EFFECTS 
ON THE CANVAS BY USING 

UNUSUAL PIGMENTS TH. 
LEANT A VIBRANT ENERGY 
AND RICHNESS 
TO HIS PAINTINGS, 


essays, music and paintings, we 
glimpses of his philosophy, freed 
being one of them. Freedom for Tagi 
was not merely physical but the freed« 
of spirit and soul; their ability to conn 
with the sublime. 

The cultural icon also espoused 
idea of unity and oneness of manki 
He described unity as the principal of 4 
Tagore envisioned different cultures 
the world not as a means of creat 
discord but as complimentary pie 
that completed the symphony 
mankind. 

Perhaps, it was his belief 
originality, freedom and unity that gé 
his work a universal appeal and ma 
him an unforgettable persona. 











THE INTER ENGINEERING SPORTS FEST AT 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
SAW THE TECHIES TAKE THE FIELD. 


Footloose : Exciting matches mark sports fest. 
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n line with Jain University’s 


passion to promote sports as an 

important part of academics, 

the inter-engineering sports 
festival held at the Jain Global campus of 
Jain University had the engineering 
aspirants from various colleges showing 
offtheir skills on the field. 

Held from the 20th to 26th of April 
2011, the fest included tournaments in 
cricket, football and badminton. Even 
though the rains delayed the start of the 
fest by a day, it could do nothing to deter 
the enthusiasm of the participants and 
the crowd who turned up to cheer their 
teams. 

The fest was inaugurated by 
Dr. Y Vijayakumar, Dean of Studies, 
School of Engineering and Technology, 
Jain University. Speaking on the 
occasion, he encouraged the 
participating teams from various other 
engineering colleges in the city to 
perform to the best of their skills and 
talents. 

Twelve teams from different 
colleges participated in the cricket 
tournament. Each of the teams proved to 
be a tough competitor in the game and it 
soon went on to make the matches more 


exciting, especially for the spectators. 
After a series of nail-biters, the team 
from Bangalore Institute of Technology 
emerged the winners. SBMJCE was 
crowned as the runner-up. Mangalam of 
SBMJCE was named the Man of the 
Match at the finals while Adarsh HS of 
SBMJCE was given the Man of the 
Tournament Award. 

Football matches saw much more 
fierce competition with six teams from 
various colleges battling it out in the 
field. SBMJCE bagged the first place 
and Bangalore Institute of Technology 
came second. Shreyansh Patil of 
SBMJCE was awarded the Man of the 
Match at the finals. Akash of Bangalore 
Institute of technology was named the 
Man of the Tournament. Six teams 
participated in the badminton 
tournament as well. 











SBMJCE bagged the first place 
while SJB Institute of Technology was 
the runner up. Paneendra of SBMJCE 
Man of the 
Tournament in Badminton. 


was selected as the 


“It was fantastic playing at Jain 

Global Campus. We truly enjoyed the 
tournament”, said one of the players. 
As a welcome change from the hectic 
schedule of the engineering students, the 
event served to lighten the atmosphere 
for all. Physical development along with 
intellectual growth plays an integral part 
in academics. “The games really gave us 
an opportunity to unwind. It was a 
totally exciting time for me”, said one of 
the students, part of the spectators. 

The prizes were distributed at the 
valedictory function. Wing Comm. Arjit 
Ghosh was the chief guest at the 
valedictory function. 
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Talking Point 
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Bngade Want? 


A study conducted by Centre for Research in Social 
Sciences and Education (CERSSE), Jain University 
attempts to fathom how the youngsters live and more 
importantly, how they would want to live. 






Words: ANUMEHA VERMA 


he new generation in Karnataka is brimming with ideas. 

It has heightened expectations from the State. The state 

needs to strategize a plan that will involve the younger 

generation and sensitize them to the priorities of the 

Government while ensuring that those priorities are 
aligned to the ‘world of the youth’. 

Recommendations of the Study on Perceptions, Aspirations, 
Expectations and Attitudes of Youth in Karnataka, clearly capture the 
essence of hopes and disappointments of the youth in the state. The study 
was conducted by the Centre for Research in Social Sciences and 
Education (CERSSE), Jain University and the report mirrors the 
direction of the thought flow of the young generation. 





PRIORITIES- OLD AND NEW 
a es a E 


“The first time I went to a school it was to 

admit my daughter, when she was six STUDY 

years old and ready to join Standard 1...1 The study commissioned by the Knowledge Commission of Karnataka and 
asked for permission to sit and watch my was conducted by CERSSE, Jain University. It primarily used the survey 
daughter... just want to relive my methods. Out of 150 Assembly constituencies in Karnataka, 4 polling 


childhood seeing my daughter grow. stations were chosen from each. The target age group was between 15-34 
When she goes to school it is like my going yrs. 21names were identified from the voter's list (18-34 age groups). 14 

to school,” (From a case study, thestoryof names were identified as household for choesing those in 15-18 age groups. 
Kamalamma (25 yrs, name changed)). The total number of target respondents reached for the study was 8999. 


Access to resources enabling a fulfilling 
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life has been an age old aspiration in the 
society. The study showed that much of 
the issues on the priority list of the young 


generation revolved around the same. 
Access to Higher Education found a 
strong resonance with those who had 
been denied access to the same. One 
thing was however universal, the 
respondents were united in their vision 
to make the state a Knowledge Society 


and securing basic amenities for its 
residents. 

The views on being involved in 
social work shows differences based on 
the locality and access to education of the 
individuals. While those in rural area 
give a higher priority to devote time for 
social work, the same lessens for youth in 
the urban locales. Also, those who have 
access to education seem to be more 
inclined to prioritize social work. But the 
study suggests, “This may not be so 
much a reflection of their interest and 
desire to do social work but the nature of 
the world they live in, the limited 
opportunities they have access to and the 
pressure on their time.” 

An interesting contradiction can be 
seen in the form of a dichotomy between 
individual autonomy and being part of a 
group. Youngsters agreed that their 
actions were not always under their 
individual control. At the same time, the 
youth were also found to be confident, 
competitive and clamouring for more 
responsibilities. 

The notion that the youth today lives 
in isolation from the issues faced by 
society gets somehow mitigated when we 
see results of the study. The young 
residents of Karnataka expressed their 
frustration with corruption and 
maladministration and suggested 
reforms for the same. They favoured 
removing poverty and inequality while 
engineering strategies for compulsory 
education, healthcare system and 
generating employment opportunities. 


FAMILY COUNTS 

Popular belief in the present day holds is 
that the youth are individual centric and 
family has become secondary. The study 
proved to be an eye opener in this regard 
proving the centrality of family among 
the young generation of Karnataka. As 
the report puts it, “Interestingly, the 
importance of family was stressed much 
more by youth who lived in metropolitan 
areas as compared to those in towns and 
villages.” 





Talking Point 





THE CENTRE 

CERSSE is one of the seven Centres of 
Excellence established by Jain 
University. It is dedicated to research in 
Social Sciences and innovative teaching 
methodologies. The Centre is a 
significant player in facilitating 
dialogues and solutions for 
implementation of federalism in African 
nations such as Sudan. It is focused on 
promoting survey method in Social 
Sciences research and aims to further 
enhance its role as a resource centre for 
democracy, politics and governance. 


While the youth acknowledged 
parental influence in their life, they also 
endorsed democratic decision making 
on matters concerning their life. It is 
noteworthy to mention that the parental 
influence was replaced by sibling 
influence as the study moved from the 
village to urban areas. Trust for the 
people in authority was shown across the 
respondents, “Young people tend to 
trust their friends most followed by 
relations and teachers.” 


CHANGING LIFESTYLES 

The study yields that leisure time in 
urban areas usually convert into 
spending time with friends and watching 
movies. However, in small towns and 
villages, reading books and magazines 
take a greater share of the leisure period 
for the youngsters. While the free time 
activities showed a variation based on 
the socio-economic status of the youth, 
the sense of dressing up threw little 
surprise. “Across the state, young people 
saw dressing up in the latest style as 
being quite important. Three of every ten 
young people said that this was very 
important. More than four of every ten 
respondents said that it was important. 
Overall, close to three fourth of young 
people averred that dressing up in the 
latest style was very important or 
important.” @ 
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r. Srinivas Melkote has 
been a name synonymous 
with 


Communication for more 


Development 


than three decades. It was a 
rare opportunity for students, research 
scholars, academicians and journalists to 
interact with the famed academician and 
researcher when he delivered a lecture at the 
Bangalore Press Club. The lecture was 
organized on the occasion of the Platinum 
Jubilee of Karnataka Union of Working 
Journalists. 

Talking on the topic, ‘Looking Inward for 
Answers: A Reconceptualization of the role of 
Development Communication in Directed 
Social Change,’ Dr. Melkote succinctly 
described the challenges and emerging trends 
in development communication research. 

A reflection on the lecture revealed how 
events with high impact factors in the world 
and development of different forms in 
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New Rules 


EXCERPTS FROM THE LECTURE ON DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATION BY DR. SRINIVAS MELKOTE 


Communication for Development 
in the Third World: Theory and 
Practice for Empowerment: 

By Srinivas R Melkote 

and H. Leslie Steves 


COMMUNICATION 
for DEV ELOPMEN 
in the THIRD WO! 





This book is considered as a Bible for 
Development Communication. Describing 
and critiquing the various models of 
development and replete with case studies of 
their application, it has been adopted by 
several top notch universities across the 
globe. 








SEEKING DEVELOPMENT 


Development is a contentious 


issue. Years of debates have not 
solved the issue that which 
model of development is the 


best. However, communication 
has formed a part and parcel of 
all these models. Dr. Melkote 
defined new contours to use 
communication as a tool to 
uplift the multitude languishing 
witbout a voice. 


communication are intricately related. In 
words of Dr. Melkote, “The genesis of 
development communication can be traced 
back to the need to revive Europe after the 
devastation left in the wake of the Second 
World War. I was during this period that the 
multilateral crganizations such as the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
were established.” A development campaign 
under the Marshall Plan was thus launched, 
the success of which encouraged the Western 
nations to apply similar formula for 
development _n the underdeveloped or the so- 
called Third World countries that had recently 
gained independence. 

Dr. Melkote’s book, Communication for 
Development in the Third World: Theories 
and Practices has been adopted as a Bible for 
development communication studies by the 
prestigious universities all over the world. A 
review of the original book is in the anvil as 
explained the author. 


Presenting basic diktats and critiques for 
the Dominant Paradigm, that postulated 
mimicking of the Western Pattern of 
development for Asian as well as African 
nations, he explained the assumed role of 
media in this formula. 

“The Western nations were of the opinion 
that people in the Third World countries 
lacked certain psychological traits that 
prevented development. Communication and 
other media outlets were saddled with 
changing these, ‘traditional mindsets’.” The 
mass media in other words were seen as tools 
to bring about quick change by showing people 
in the target countries how the West was better 
than them. 

In the course of the lecture, the futility of 
this formula and its adverse consequences 
were also discussed. Interestingly, he pointed 
out that these assumptions were made despite 
the fact that research in the United States, as 
early as 1942 had proved that people do not 
change their behaviour due to influence by 
mass media but through inter-personal 
interactions. 

He also reflected on the need to 
understand the challenges faced by 
development communication in the 2ist 
century. “In the 11 years since I wrote the book 
on development communication along with 
my co-author, many things have changed.” He 
insisted on the need to redefine the scholarly 
and practical approach to development 
communication in the context of 
contemporary challenges. 

Dr. Melkote pointed out the gradual rise 
of Participatory Model for development where 
people were made direct actors in the 
development process. However, he argues 
that even these models are not truly 
participatory in nature, “ The agenda in these 
cases is still controlled by the elite.” Infact, Dr. 
Melkote is of the view that what constitutes 
development needs to be redefined and he 
terms it as ‘development for social justice.’ 

He thus explains his contention, “It is 
evident that over the last seventy years, 
development processes have not yielded the 
desired results. Therefore, one can argue that 
operationalization of the term social justice 


in Perspective : 

Dr. Srinivas Melkote 
addressing a gathering of 
academicians, 

journalists and students. 


“In this age the role of 
Development Support 
Communication 
should be more of an 
advocate, activist, 
collaborator, a risk 
taker and of course a 
member who 
understands the local 
reality” 


We Care 








has failed to capture all its facets.” 

He insisted that it is highly probable to 
achieve the goal of development without 
addressing the issue of unequal development. 
“Social justice should encompass building and 
sustaining an access to resources and civil 
rights that enables individuals to live an 
effective life.” 

Dr. Melkote informed that in his revised 
edition of the book, 
Communication for Third World, he is 


Development 


bringing forth this concept very strongly. 
“Moreover, we are not going to use the term 
Third World in this book. 


somewhere suggests that everyone in the 


Because, it 


Third World is in a bad shape while everyone 
in the First World are booming. This is not so.” 
Perhaps this approach also accounts for his 
choice of ‘communities’ rather than ‘countries’ 
as units of development. 

The role of development communication 
also needs to change in this context. According 
to Dr. Melkote there is a need to for people to 
be more actively invoved, “There is need for 
more public spaces. People who have issues 
should be able to come together and make 
them heard.” 

He reiterated on the role of development 
communication as a tool for empowering 
people, “In this age the role of Development 
Support Communication should be more of an 
advocate, activist, collaborator, a risk taker 
and of course a member who understands the 
local reality.” a 
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Technical Buzz 


THE NEW 
ATTIRE 








ll of us are concerned about the type of dresses we wear whenever 

we go out of our homes for various occasions and we double check 

ourselves in the mirror before making a move. Also we know that 
technology today has become such a vital part in everyone’s lives that no one 
can even imaginea life without a computer or a mobile phone. 


Everyone possesses some technological 
gadgets that they carry around with 
them wherever they go, be ita PDA fora 
businessman, a laptop for an engineer, a 
walky-talky for a policeman or maybe 
even a cell phone for the common man. 
Have you ever imagined wearing a 
computer? 

Wearable Computers are a new 
form of technology which is under 
intense research today. As the basic 
definition states, A wearable 
computer is any kind of electronic 
device capable of doing some form 
of calculation and that is worn on 
some part of the body.” Although 
many advanced versions are 
available today, the most basic form 
of a wearable computer is a 
wristwatch. 

The concept of wearable 
computers was first introduced by 
Thorp and Shannon in the 1960s 
but was popularized by Steve Mann in 
the 1990s. ‘Wearables’, as they are often 
called are mostly used by the technicians 
who work on blueprints, the field 
workers who need access to information 
given by remote experts, by soldiers for 
various purposes like the health 
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monitoring equipment or a navigation 
system to show them the maps and 
terrains in the warfront and also the 
researchers for solving their questions 
on the potentials of science. 


The needs of a wearable are user specific 





but a few common gadgets that are part 
of the system are a head mounted 
display, camera recording view, audio 
device e.g. speaker and microphone, 
input device e.g. keyboard, a network 
connection and the main computer itself 
which consists of the processor. A head 
mounted display consists of a small 





Wearable computers are 
making their presence felt 
in the market 


Words: MOFIT SADWANI 


screen typically covering one of the eyes. 
It works like an ordinary monitor with an 
image f oating in front of the wearer. In 
the olden days, the CRT technology was 
used but recent trends have seen the 
implementation of LCD and TFT 
displays. These are transparent displays 
which a low augmented reality where the 
virtual information overlaps the real 
world. it is used mostly by soldiers to 
keep track of their location by 
themselves instead of waiting for a reply 
from the base station. 

The camera can be any small 
camera or may be a custom made one 
as per the needs of the user. The most 
common place to mount the camera is 
the head because it follows the user’s 
gaze in that case. It can also be placed 
on the shoulder as it provides a more 
stable base. The basic purpose of the 
camera is to record movements of the 
user tor future reference. The input 
device can be a keyboard or a keypad of 
any sort. A mouse may also be needed 
and different types of input devices are 
designed for such purposes. The latest 
results of a few laboratories show the 

usage cf multimodal interfaces which 
combine several types of inputs e.g. voice 
and gestures. 

The output devices are generally 
used to display results of a particular 
event occurring in the systems. They 
may be of various forms like a visual 
output *hat includes the head mounted 


KEY CONCEPTS 


® The first wearable computer 
emerged as early as 16th century 
in the form of watch 

è In the present age, LCD and TFT 
Displays have replaced the CRT 
technology in head mounted 
displays 

® Processing unit is an integral part 
of a wearable computer 

® Calculation, computation, 
wearable computers are designed 


to perform a variety of functions 


display or a wrist watch or a hearing aids 
such as speakers, earplugs and headsets. 
The network connection needed may be 
the ones compatible with the latest 
standards of wireless communications 
so that they may be able to interact with 
as many devices as possible. The benefits 
of having a network connection are to be 
able to communicate with other devices 
over the network and be able to exchange 
information. A very famous example is 
the internet. Apart from all of the above 
mentioned requisites, the wearable 
computer is incomplete without a 


computer or in other words a processing 
unit where all the calculations and 
operations take place. Many companies 
design processors of such a magnitude 
that are capable of handling the low 
power compatibility of the system. These 
computing devices are readily available 
in the market these days. These 
processors mainly work on a real time 
operating system to make the operations 
adapt to the external environment. 

Assembling all of the above 
components can form a wearable 
computer that can fit in almost any kind 
of purpose required to be served. This 
forms a basic general purpose wearable 
computer. There may be certain 
wearables which may not require many 
features and their level of sophistication 
can be reduced by making use of only 
those components which are actually 
required for their purpose. 

These devices have many 
advantages over the normal computers. 
They are light in weight and their 
compactness is an attractive feature. 
They provide results on the move and 
help in quick access to resources. These 
devices are being used to a great extent 
by the U.S army to help their soldiers. 
There are various other factors why one 


STEVE MANN’S “WEARABLE COMPUTER” AND “REALITY MEDIATOR” 
INVENTIONS OF THE 1970S HAVE EVOLVED INTO WHAT LOOKS LIKE ORDINARY EYEGLASSES. 


‘ 
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Technical Buzz 





should consider using a wearable 
but there are a 
disadvantages as well. Since this is an 


computer few 
electronic device and it is worn on the 
body two major constraints are put 
forward by the research scientists for 
such machines. These are heat 
dissipation and power use. 

Any battery driven or electrically 
operated electronic device generates 
significant amount of heat based on the 
configuration of the device. A similar 
case exists with the wearable computers 
as well. There are various solutions of 
managing the heat dissipation problem 
and scientists working on this for over 
four decades have come up with effective 
thermal management strategies which 
do not cause any harm to the human 
body. Also various power scheduling 
strategies have been formulated to make 
effective use of the power to drive such a 
device. 

Overcoming the major hurdle of 
power use and heat dissipation and 
keeping in mind the various benefits of 
such devices, wearable computers are 
the future of technology and also the 
fashion industry. This is going to serve as 
the new attire which will also make a 


fashion statement in the years to come. & 
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= Career 


FINANCIAL SERVICES CAN 
GIVE THE RIGHT DIRECTION 
TO YOUR CAREER 





NOTEWORTHY 


@ SIZE: The financial services form one of 


f number crunching is your forte, if you the largest sectors in the world 


enjoy being constantly on your toes to 
@ BANKS IN INDIA: There are about 21 


manage wealth and assets, financial i pas | 
nationalised, 25 private sector banks 


services can just be the right place for and 33 foreign banks operating in India 
you. Financial services can safely be 

termed as one of the most coveted employment © SCOPE: Insurance, Stock Market. 
avenues. Brokering Firms, Banks, Financial 

The financial services sector is one of the largest Consulting Firms, all form a part of the 
in the world covering a wide area of businesses. financial services. 
These include national and international banks, 
credit card companies, securities, stock brokerage. ® QUALIFICATION: Degree in 
In short, financial services can be treated as an Commerce, Accounting, Economics, 
umbrella term for all the businesses managing Business Administration or Statistics. 


wealth and money related services. These services 





50-aventure + JULY 2011 


are engaged in a diverse set of activities 
from managing savings and investments 
for individuals and groups to enabling 
establishment of new businesses. 


WHAT YOU WILL DO? 

Financial services cover a wide gamut of 
businesses and hence provide an 
opportunity to work in a number of 
sectors. Primarily it includes national 
and private banks, investment services, 
mutual funds, the equity markets, 
brokerage firms, financial consulting 
firms and of course loans. 

Banks form one of the employment 
options. National and private banks play 
an important role in the economy. 
Besides banks there are several other 
avenues that have opened up in this 
sector owing to a spurt of growth in 
economy. 

You can also be a financial analyst. 
Financial consulting firms as well as 
companies from different sector employ 
- analysts. A financial analyst obtains 
information by analyzing markets, 
equities, potentials and failings of a 
particular business, investment and 
divestment opportunities for internal or 
external clients. It is a perfect position 
for those who are intuitive, have a grasp 
of market principle and are ready to 
combine it with extensive research. 

Insurance companies and services 
formulate a significant part of the 
financial services. The entry level 
position in these companies is usually as 
agents. Agents advise individuals and 
organizations regarding the policies that 
cover health and property. The 
insurance firms also offer a number of 
executive and administrative positions 
such as in actuaries, underwriting 
operations, marketing and distribution. 

For the fast paced action, there is 
always the stock market. Brokerage 
firms typically involve providing 
assistance to clients for investing in 
securities, funds and equities and other 
available options. It is important to 
market and retain the clients by keeping 


track of your client’s portfolio. Apart 
from these you can work for auditing 
firms or as independent chartered 
accountants. The work usually includes 
preparing accounts, auditing financial 
records, analyzing investment and 
accounts procedures carried by a 
company and preparation of audit 
records depending on your position. 

You can also establish your own firm 
or work as an independent consultant in 
this sector. With the venture capitals on 
the lookout for startups, an innovative 
and well reasoned idea for business in 
this sector has high chances of finding 
favours. 

As finances formulate an integral 
part of all public and private enterprises 
a financial services professional gets an 
opportunity to work in a number of 


Career 





different. You should have a skill for 
juggling numbers and working with 
them methodically. An interest in the 
financial markets and concept of the 
working of businesses is deemed 
essential. 

You should be able to handle 
pressure and keep yourself updated of 
new developments in the government 
policies, performance of companies and 
other related details. Quick but logical 
decision making can come in very handy 
as you analyze markets and advice your 
clients. Apart from the abilities to handle 
complex quantitative data as well as 
qualitative data, a person should also be 
equipped with soft skills. Individuals 
and organizations use financial services 
based on the credibility and marketing of 
the services. Hence, as a financial 


For the fast paced action, there is always the stock 
market. Brokerage firms typically involve providing 


assistance to clients for investing in securities, funds 





and equities and other available options. 


sectors. With banks and financial firms 
enhancing their bouquet of services with 
regularity, new profiles are opening up 
in this field everyday, all one needs to do 
is to keep the eyes open. 


WHAT TOSTUDY? 
The educational qualifications depend 
on the position you are looking for. The 
financial services firms usually need a 
degree in Commerce, Accounting, 
Economics, Finance, Business 
Administration or Statistics. A major in 
the finance and related areas are often 
preferred by the companies. There is an 
added advantage in obtaining 
certifications from recognized bodies. 
Chartered accountants are expected to 
undergo a CA course and hands on 
experience go a long way in determining 
career success. 

Every industry requires its own skill 
set and financial services are no 


professional you should have good 
convincing and communication skills. 


PROSPECTS 

If one examines the growth predictions 
for 2011-12, the employment seekers and 
new entrepreneurs in this sector have 
much to cheer about. 

Public sector banks in India alone 
are planning to hire around 45,000 
employees in the year 2011-12, as 
indicated by the Institute of Banking 
Personnel Selection (IBPS). 

Growth in this sector has received a 
boost from the emerging global and local 
markets, ever increasing launches of 
innovative product and an expanded 
client base with increased capacity for 
investment. The financial services are 
also seen traditionally as one of the most 
rewarding careers. Very much result 
oriented it offers opportunities for a fast 
climb up the ladder to the performers. m 
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Cross Section 


TRAVEL - GERMANY 









FROM THE LAND OF 


OETS AND 


A diverse nation, Germany stands out in Europe for its 
rich cultural variety, tradition and a colourful history. 








«moto 


multicultural, 
democratic nation 
with a great tradition 
and an energetic 





present. It is the land 
of poets and thinkers. Germany is one of 
the strongest economies in the world and 
has an advanced research and education 
ambience. The English word "Germany" 
originates from the Latin Germania, 
which came into use after Julius Caesar 
approved it for the people east of the 
Rhine. In other languages it has very 
varied names. 

Germany is enclosed by nine 
neighbouring nations. Its land spans 
around 357,000 square kilometres, 
stretching from the North Sea and the 
Baltic Sea in the north to the Alps in the 
south. Some of the largest European 
rivers — the Rhine, the Danube and the 
Elbe — flow through Germany. German 
landscapes are unusually diverse and 
eye-catching: low and high highlands, 
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“THE ENGLISH WORD 
"GERMANY" 


GERMANIA, WHICH 
CAME INTO USE AFTER 
JULIUS CAESAR 


Germany is the country of Goethe, 
Schiller and Thomas Mann, Bach, 
Wagner and Beethoven 


A traditional carnival in Germany 





widespread lake-lands, forests and 


around 2,390 kilometres of coastline. 


Germany is the country of Goethe, 
Schiller and Thomas Mann, Bach, 
Wagner and Beethoven. Culture 
traditionally has a high standing and has 
many facets: Germany has some 300 
theatres and 130 professional orchestras 
as well as 630 art museums with many 
internationally renowned collections. 
With some 94,000 new books and re- 
issues published every year, Germany 
can also be counted among the great 
book nations. Its young contemporary 
painting is internationally sought-after 
and German cinema is also celebrating 
new successes in many countries around 
the world. Some 120 million people 
speak German as their native language 
and it is the most widely spoken mother 
tongue in the European Union. 
Approximately 17 million people 


worldwide are currently learning 
German as a foreign language in courses 
at institutions. 

The German state of mind is 
continually a much-loved one for 
contemplation — two 20th century 
conflicts and the reminiscence of the 
Jewish Holocaust are the causes. Toss in 
the unsettling razor’s edge of Cold War 
separation, a contemporary juggernaut 
economy that draws half of Europe in its 
wake and pumps more goods into the 
world economy than any other, and a 
decisive geographical position at the 
crossroads of Europe and this charm 
becomes clear. 

Regularly, however, it pays to 
discount the typecasts, jingoism and 
those media military headlines at home 
— and perhaps even pardon Germans for 
the methodical approach with which 
they congest up a football field or hold 
sharp debates. Occasionally it benefits to 
perceive the country in its regional 
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shades. Germany was very slow to 
become a nation, so if you look carefully 
you will notice numerous diverse native 
cultures in the one set of boundaries. You 
will also discover it as one of Europe's 
most multinational countries, with 
Turkish, Greek, Italian, Russian and 
Balkan impacts. 


The German household is more or less 
similar to Western European countries. 
A closer look, though, discloses certain 
markedly German quirks, whether that 
be a compulsion for sorting and 
salvaging waste, an affection of filter 
coffee and carbonated mineral water, or 
maybe even a detestation of everything 
(but particularly eggs) prepared in a 
frying pan before noon. 


May it be medieval frescoes, oil 
masterpieces, extensive Bauhaus or 
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Beyschwanstein Castle, the Royal Palace in the Bavarian Alps of Germany 


2 





sensational industrial design and 


fashion, Germany possesses visual arts 


Given 


of all flavours and interests. 


Walk of Ideas, = , 

Berlin, a 
sculpture | ui n € r 
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most influential 
writers 
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LITERATURE AND 
PHILOSOPHY 


German literature can be outlined to the Middle 
Ages and the works of authors like Walther von der 
Vogelweide and Wolfram von Eschenbach. Famous 
German writers comprise Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe and Friedrich Schiller. Folk tales published 
by the Brothers Grimm promoted German folklore 
at a global level. Significant writers of the 20th 
century are Thomas Mann, Bertolt Brecht, Hermann 
Hesse, Heinrich Boll, and Gunter Grass. German- 
speaking book publishers bring out some 700 
million books each year, with around 80,000 titles, 








| i | , q = oe The Brandenbur Gate or the Brandenburger 
7) ee aes, yes iA eat EETA Tor (German) is one of the famed symbolic 

4 dist yc meny. ialaga Sci Å Jas | an J pi structures of Germany located in Bedin. It was 
o | fag (051570 by Carl Gotthard Langhans in 1791. A 
| apace. ‘etn E aag È ! matos ik: i 3 ‘s pabdeeble of ee Significance, itis the 
ee ee ee Baty Stinving pate of 18 ci at ers 
om gauk ind over 23,000 libraries S| aan MELE entry to Berlin once. It has twelve Doric 

nan r Dein columns forming five passages and the 


architecture of the gate is based on Propylaea, 
the Gateway to the Acropolis in Athens, Greece. 
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ECONOMY 


Germany has a social market economy with a highly 
qualified labour force, a large capital stock, a low 
level of corruption, and a high leve! of innovation. It 
has the largest national economy in Europe, the 
fourth largest by nominal GDP in the world, and the 
fifth largest by PPP in 2009. The service sector 
contributes around 71 percent of the total GDP, 
industry 28 percent, and agriculture 0.9 percent. The 
average national unemployment rate in 2010 was 
about 7.5 percent. First estimates indicate a 3.6 
percent increase in the price-adjusted GDP for 2010, 
following a 4.7 per cent drop in 2009.0f the world's 
500 largest stock-market-listed companies 
measured by revenue in 2010, the Fortune Global 
500, 37 are headquartered in Germany. 


SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 


Germany's achievements in sciences have been 
significant, and research and development 
efforts form an integral part of the economy. The 
Nobel Prize has been awarded to 103 German 
laureates. For most of the 20th century, German 
laureates had more awards than those of any 
other nation, especially in the sciences (physics, 
chemistry, and physiology or medicine).The work 
of Albert Einstein and Max Planck was crucial to 
the foundation of modern physics, which Werner 
Heisenberg and Max Born developed further. 
They were preceded by physicists such as 
Hermann von Helmholtz and Joseph von 





JULY 2011 -QVe@NUUS:5/7 





Germany’s rich potential in the field, 
journeying the silhouettes of visual arts 
could be an exciting mode to plan a tour. 
Along with the outstanding permanent 
collections in main museums, you'll 
come across a number of minor art 
spaces with changing exhibitions. 


ENVIRONMENT 

Germany is not just about the Black 
Forest, the Alps and the Rhine River. 
Across its 356,866 sq km, Europe’s 
fourth largest country boasts moor and 
heath, mud flats and chalk cliffs, glacial 
lakes and river wetlands. Hugged by 
Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, 
Denmark, the country is mountainous in 
the south, but flat in the north. Indeed, 
many visitors are surprised to learn 


Luxembourg and 


Germany even possesses low-lying 
islands and sandy beaches. 

Like most Western European 
countries, Germany has few large 
animals still living in the wild. Of the 76 
German mammals studied for the ‘Red 
List’ of endangered or extinct species, 
16% are in danger of dying out. However, 
wildlife watchers needn’t despair; there 
are plenty of healthy smaller critters. 


THE CAPITAL 


Metallic, daring and gorgeous in its 
austerity, Berlin, the capital city, of 
Germany, is a temptress who traps with 
her endless wealth, an imaginative 
intellect who astonishes with exclusive 
concepts and trends, and a centre of 
hedonism, indulging avidly on the feast 
of life. And more than anything else, 
she’s a shrewd chameleon, infinitely 
flexible and flourishing on change, 
nearly following it like a drug. Berlin is 
all that and then some to those who live 
here, and those ready for the trip to the 
complexities of her past, present and 
future. With a past that has unduly 
moulded Europe’s fate, Berlin is a 
galvanic power in German, European 
and world matters, however works on a 


Heidelberg University Library... * 





IF YOU'VE TOURED ABOUT GERMANY, YOU'LL SEE 
WHY BERLIN IS LIKE A MOST UN-GERMAN CITY, 
MOSTLY FREE OF STIFF SOCIAL STRUCTURE. 


warm and delicately human level. It’s a 
city in which you can love and be loved, 
enjoy and celebrate in its plentiful 
attractions and diversity with total 
abandon, and feel thrilled in ways you'll 
feel in few other world-class cities. 

If you’ve toured about Germany, 
you'll see why Berlin is like a most ‘un- 
German’ city, mostly free of stiff social 
structure. An innovator by nature and 
need, Berlin nourishes on untried 
tempers, inclinations and desires and 
courses them into the new Zeitgeist. The 
world has continuously observed Berlin 
— in charm, fear or occasionally in deep 
kindness. At once revolting and 
seductive, light-hearted and gloomy, 
Berlin endures to be a city of exhilarating 
immoderations. 


EDUCATION IN GERMANY 


Germany, a land of invention, discovery 
and concepts is one of the best favoured 
ends for learning. Global criteria in 


schoolmg, science and research have a 
dominant part in creating the nation to 
be one of the knowledge hubs of Europe. 
The country has one of the world's finest 
and most wide-ranging school and 
university systems. Internationally 
accepted qualifications and relatively 
lesser expenses of education are the two 
crucial matters that appeal to students 
from all parts of the globe. Some 
individuals are well suited to a 
traditional classroom-based education, 
while the rest may profit from vocational 
training or on-the-job training coupled 
with classroom teachings. The education 
system in Germany is tailored in such a 
manner that it can cater to the needs of a 
wide and varied student population. 

In Germany there are some 370 
institutes of higher education, of which 
140 are permitted to award doctorates 
and around 200 universities of the 
appliec sciences. Of some 2 million 
current students almost half are women. 
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Bound by Essence 


Broken Republic is a collection of three essays 


dealing with different yet very similar issues 





BROKEN REPUBLIC 


THREE essays 


ARUNDHATI ROY 


BROKEN REPUBLIC 

by Arundhati Roy 
Penguin India Ltd., 2011 
Rs 499, pp 232 


rundhati Roy has been known 

to don many a mantle, an 

author, a screenwriter and of 
late an activist. The author who struck 
her claim to fame with the Man Booker 
Prize Award for her book, The God of 
Small Things, has been applauded in 
literary circles. In her latest book, The 
Broken Republic, Arundhati Roy brings 
to us three essays written between the 
period ranging from October 2009 to 
September 2010. 

In these essays that had originally 
appeared in the Outlook, Arundhati 
raises some basic questions about the 
human civilization and its quest for 
progress. The essays showcase an 


intriguing rendezvous between the 
‘activist’ and the ‘author’. The author 
expresses what the activist has come to 
deduct by her personal experiences, 
encounters and observations. 

The introduction, wittingly titled 
The President Took the Salute provides a 
glimpse of what has to come as 
Arundhati talks of India as a nation; of 
the several nameless children who go 
missing from the roads of Delhi 
everyday. 

Mr. Chidambaram’s War, the very 
first essay raises the uneasy question of 
commercial exploitation of natural 
resources. A thorny subject, on any given 
day, the author’s view on the matter is no 
secret. Her stand only becomes more 
lucid as we read through. Remarking on 
the internal struggles the country faces, 
she remarks, “Whether it’s the security 
forces or the Maoists or non-combatant 
civilians, the poorest people will die in 
the Rich People’s War.” 

Interestingly, Arundhati attempts 
to sketch a history, but not that of the 
land. She traces the history of people as 
she begins her first essay on the note, 
‘The low flat-topped hills of south Orissa 
have been home to Dongria Kondh long 
before there was a country called India or 
a state called Orissa.’ 

The second essay, Walking with the 
Comrades is drawn from her visit and 
stay with the Maoists. Often the activist 
Arundhati has been targeted on the 
charge of romanticizing the Maoists and 
their cause. However, the essay says 
more than that. Even though her 
opinions can be heard in the mesh of 











BOOK REVIEW 


The terse, 
typewritten note 
slipped under 
my door ina 
sealed envelope 
confirmed my 
appointment... 


- Arundati Roy 


words, the piece also talks of the life in 
the forests, in the heartland where the 
Maoists camp. 

She talks of the place where the 
buildings are empty but forests are 
populated; reflects on struggles of the 
populace, their cultures and 
celebrations. 

Trickledown Revolution is an essay 
penned immediately after the author's 
return from visit to the Maoists. Here the 
locale changes to the famous Jantar 
Mantar in Delhi. Arundhati talks of the 
place as the last resort for those who 
want to put across their grievances and 
demands through meetings, strikes and 
other lawful means. This essay also 
touches on the Operation Green Hunt 
and the controversial Salwa Judum. 
More intriguingly, she writes about 
various big and small uprisings against 
the establishment terming them 
‘revolution’. 

The three essays form different 
entities yet they are united in essence 
and find unity in the ideology that 
defines their contours. 

The essays are interspersed with 
photographs supporting the words. 
Despite this, one cannot help but get an 
impression that they tell their own story, 
whether they depict the Bhumkal 
celebrations in the Dandakaranya 
forests or children against the backdrop 
of Nyamgiri hills. 

Written in lucid and simple 
language, the book is thought provoking 
and certainly worth a read, especially if 
some of the most controversial issues 
raging in India hold an interest for you. 
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FLYING ABOVE THE FLOCK 





THE NEED TO GO BEYOND THE ORDINARY - 
THE MARK OF GREATNESS 


REAR WINDOW 


















onathan Livingston Seagull, written 
by Richard Bach, is a fable in 
novella form about a seagull 
learning about life and flight, and a 
homily about self-perfection. The 
book tells the story of Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull, a seagull who is 
bored with the daily squabbles over 
food. Seized by a passion for flight, 
he pushes himself, learning 
everything he can about flying, until 
finally his unwillingness to conform 
results in his expulsion from his flock. An 
outcast, he continues to learn, becoming 
increasingly pleased with his abilities as he 
leads an idyllic life. 
One day, Jonathan is met by two gulls who 


Richard Bach, | 
the writer who 


take him to a "higher plane of existence, where 


he meets other gulls who love to fly. He discovers | . _. ciii 
: inspired millions 


through his books | 


that his sheer tenacity and desire to learn make 
him "pretty well a one-in-a-million bird." 
Jonathan befriends the wisest gull in this new 
place, named Chiang, who takes him beyond his 
previous learning, teaching him how to move 


instantaneously to anywhere else in the 
Universe. The secret, Chiang says, is to "begin by | 
knowing that you have already arrived". | 

Not satisfied with his new life, Jonathan 
returns to Earth to find others like him, to bring 
them his learning and to spread his love for | 
flight. His mission is’ successful, gathering 
around him others who have been outlawed for 


Life gets 

complicated with | 

its twists and 
| 


not conforming. Ultimately, the very first of his 
students, Fletcher Lynd Seagull, becomes a 
teacher in his own right and Jonathan leaves to 
teach other flocks. 

Life gets complicated with its twists and 


turns, highs and 

lows, often | 
making it a | 
Struggle for | 
survival for many | 


turns, highs and lows, often making it a struggle 
for survival for many. To the majority, life is just 
a journey to be travelled to reach an inevitable 
destination. No botheration on the quality of the 
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journey or the destination. Again, most of this 
majority do wish to achieve something 
beyond their normal life. However, this 
wish usually remains just that. It does 
not materialise into an initiative, an 
action. The difference between such 
people and others who dare to 
folow their dreams is Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull. Would you like 
to ‘orce yourself to be content and 
live a seemingly secure life, or do you 
wish to chase your dreams and achieve 
more? [his is a decision for each one to 
take. 
A question often asked is ‘how do I follow 
my dreams?’ To find the answer to this 
question, one has to be sure what one’s dream is. 
You may have a number of dreams in life. It is 
important to be practical as well as focused in 
this regard. Weigh your options and find out 
what it is that you want to do. Dreams may not 
necessarily be career oriented. Depending on 
the individual, the nature of the dreams change. 

Cut down the flabs. Once you focus yourself 
on a particular goal, make sure nothing else 
causes a distraction to you. It is however, very 
important to vealise that you are part of this 
world and have to honour your social/personal 
commitments as well. Find the balance that 
would help you reach state where you are true to 
yourself and tc this world. The word ‘balance’ is 
one of the mos important in life. 

Following ones dreams is often touted as 
the free ticket to bankruptcy. However, one 
should realise that this is true unless you are 
impractical and reckless. It perfectly possible to 
be involved ia your labour of love without 
burning a holein your pocket. You may not be a 
millionaire, but every night you can go to bed 
satisfied that your day was worth it. Do not push 
this off as a utopian concept. @ 
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Setting New ~ 


Benchmar 
DIOGY 


Centre for Emerging Technologies 
at Jain University has emerged as a 
multidisciplinary ecosystem for 
research and development 
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= Going the © Packing a W 
= Green Way Powerful Punch 
— Jain University celebrated Rib-tickling and appealing, editorial 
— the World Green Building cartoons dissect complex issue in their 
= Week with a three day unique way. Meet the cartoonists 
conference and their creations... 
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Vibrant campus 
life, diverse cultural 
activities and exposure 





Jain University - 


Offering cutting edge Undergraduate, Postgraduate and Research degrees in a wide array of 
subjects, Jain University is one of the leading educational hubs. With six specialty campuses, 
superlative infrastructure for academics, extracurricular activities and sports, it nurtures 
students to be adapt quickly and think logically, ensuring a successful future. 
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Editorial 
Dear Readers, 


Human beings and technology have never been far away from each 
other. Each era has made its own contributions to advancement of 
mankind and with each new find we have moved a step further. In 
this issue of Aventure we bring to you research and development 
activities being conducted in the cutting edge technologies of 

21st century at Jain University. The scientists from the Centre for 
Emerging Technologies of the University talk about various areas, 
emerging trends and the importance of training the new generation 
in these technologies in the Cover story. 


Our new section, Quest is very much in keeping with the culture of 
research of research and development being fostered at the University. 
Meet some of our research scholars in our brand new section, Quest. 


If the researchers and scientists have made our lives better through 
their contributions, there is another brand of people who have added 
humour to it. We owe many a smiles and laughter to the editorial 
cartoonists. Read about the cartoons and meet these enlightened souls 
who add a touch of hilarity to even the most complicated issues in the 
Spotlight. 


Have you ever tried giving directions to someone who has lost their 
way? Find out the experience of our author in Passing Through as 
he shares his experiences of showing the path to those lost in the 
conundrums of streets and roaring traffic. 


Meanwhile, in this issue we also conclude our series on water crises 
with an article that talks of how significant it is for the youth to take 
part in finding a solution and how the new age technologies can 
actually help us to find ways of checking wastage of this precious 
resource. The Economic Quotient takes a re-look at India’s Growth 
Story while We Care focuses on green initiatives, especially the eco- 
friendly buildings. 


Read all this and much more, as Aventure chugs through giving you 
glimpses of events and happenings at Jain University in all their glory. 
Conferences, student initiatives, encouragement for academic and 
cultural endeavours, vibrant fests, scholarly discussion and debates, 
you will find all of it here. Have a joyful reading! 


Editor 
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The Centre for Emerging Technology (CET) at Jain 
University provides a space where research leads 
to innovation and teaching is done with a practical 
approach imparting skills and knowledge. 


NEWS & EVENTS 


PG 10 | SRI LANKAN DELEGATION VISITS JAIN 
UNIVERSITY TO EXPLORE COLLABORATIONS 
Higher Education delegation from Sri Lanka 
interacts with officials from Jain University 
for cooperation in the field of research and 
exchange programmes 





PG 13| AN EVENING OF ACADEMIC 
DELIBERATIONS 


The 2013 Batch of research scholars PG 20 | MAKING NEW BEGINNINGS 
welcomed at Jain University The freshers welcomed with stvle at 
Jain University 





PG 14 | TRAINING PROGRAMME 
ee ee shes aioe PG 22 | RESEARCHERS FELICITATEL 
, Jain University conducted a three AT JAIN UNIVERSITY 


day course on Aircraft Structural Assembly Jain University felicitates its faculty 


PG 16 | THE RIGHT BEAT MENYRE 
JGI campuses come together to celebrate PG 23 | RWANDANS VOTE AT JAIN 
the spirit of dance UNIVERSITY 


Jain University becomes the centre for 
Rwandans in Karnataka to cast votes 
for their Parliamentary Elections 


PG 18 | DISCUSSING THE QUALITY OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN INDIA 

Focus Group Discussion at CERSSE, 
Jain University throws light on various PG 24 | IN BRIEF 
challenges to higher education 
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PG 26 | PACKING A 
POWERFUL PUNCH 
Rib-tickling and appealing, 
editorial cartoons dissect complex 
issue in their own unique way. 


TALKING POINT 


PG 46 | MANUFACTURING CONSENT 
Sensationalism pervades 
everyday viewing of television 
irrespective of the genre of the 
programme. Read on... 


ECONOMIC QUOTIENT 


PG 48 | TIME TO REVIVE THE 

INDIA GROWTH STORY 

Is the India Growth Story going to 
continue? Read our column 


TECHNO BUZZ 


PG 50 | WINDOWS 8.1 - 

THE BEST SO FAR 

Microsoft launches its latest 
operating system in the market 


WE CARE 


PG 52 | GOING THE GREEN WAY 
Jain University celebrated the 
World Green Building Week 
with a three day conference 
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PG 54 | CALL FOR CHANGE 
Take a look at the emerging 
career of social marketing 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


PG 56 | WATER TROUBLES- 

THE NEED FOR CHANGE 

Education and technology are 
two tools which can be used to 
counter water crisis. Read on... 


PASSING THROUGH 


PG 58 | THE THING ABOUT DIRECTIONS 
Read all about the connotations 
attached to giving and receiving 
directions to a place 


PG 60 | MEET THE RESEARCH 
SCHOLARS OF JAIN UNIVERSITY, READ 
ABOUT THEIR IDEAS AND ASPIRATIONS 
With a Human Touch 

The Visual Impact 


CROSS SECTION 


PG 64 | WORLD’S CONCERN FOR SYRIA 
At crossroads with the entire 
world talking. What fate awaits 
Syria? Read through... 
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PG 67 | DASARA IN KARNATAKA- 

A LEGACY OF RITUALS 

Take a look at the unique 
flavour of Dasara celebrations in 
Karnataka 


PG 68 | TRAVEL 

Following the Bard's Trail 

Join our author on a literary 
pilgrimage as he follows the trall 
of Shakespeare's life and career 


PG 76 | BOOKS 

To Love and To Loose 

Jhumpa Lahiri’s latest offering 
weaves a tale of human emotions 
and longings 


PG 78 | REAR VIEW 

Being Un-Fair 

Fair skin has been an obsession 
in India for ages. Read on.. 
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Several great findings of the world in 


Cc 


various fields have stemmed because 
someone asked the right question and 
worked on finding answers to it.” 


The Right Question Matters 


icasso, the famous 20" century artist once 
* said while giving an interview, “Computers 

are useless. They can only give you answers.” 
We might not agree with the statement, for in the 
21“ century, computers are needed at every step and 
if one has to go by the trends, their usage is sure to 
witness an upswing in several areas from shopping to 
flying aircrafts. But, Picasso’s statement merits some 


introspection in its own right. 


What good is a man or machine for that matter which 
can give only answers? Being able to ask questions is 
at least as much if not more important than knowing 
the answers. A question is often looked upon as 

a merely a form of inquiry. But, just imagine if 
Newton saw apple falling from the tree to the ground 
and never asked the question- why does it fall on 

the ground? Perhaps, we would have remained in 
ignorance of the very gravity which enables us to walk 
on earth for a long time till someone ventured to ask 


this question and sought the answers. 


Several great findings of the world in various fields 
have stemmed because someone asked the right 
question and worked on finding answers to it. A 
person to succeed should not just be adept at knowing 
what has been taught to him or her but should also 
have an inquisitive mind. A right question asked at 
the right time can be a pathway to success and finding 


solutions. 
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Education is not just about preparing students to 
give answers. Students are often taught how to solve 
a problem and given the skills required to do that. 
But, the system lags behind in pushing them to go 
beyond, ask why the problem cannot be solved in a 


better and simpler way. 


To counter this, we have created a space for 
experimentation and exploration at Jain University, 
helping students to develop a mind that is 
inquisitive and analytical. Our students gain hands 
on training by working on projects alongside 
scientists and researchers. They go on various 
exploratory trips, spend time close to nature 

and at industries which helps them to develop 

a well informed train of thoughts encouraging 
them to think for themselves not just imitate the 
thoughts and ideas projected in books or taught 

in classrooms. Hopefully, our endeavours would 
help in training a batch of professionals who would 
succeed in making inventions and discoveries that 


would benefit the entire mankind. 


Dr. Chenraj Roychand 
President, Jain University Trust 
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“Pragmatically speaking, education cannot 
solve all our problems, but it is a key to 
solving issues that need attention if we 

are to exist as a civilized and progressive 
society on this earth.” 


Empowering People 
Through Education 


t is often debated if education is a panacea to all ills. 

Whenever we sit to deliberate on issues ranging 
_ from people who are victims of hunger to violence 
and a number of other issues that plagues our 
society, education features one way or the other in 
these discussions. Pragmatically speaking, education 
cannot solve all our problems but it is a key to solving 
issues that need attention if we are to exist as a 
civilized and progressive society on this earth. It is the 
key to empowering people who form a country, who 
form the society. 


Looking around us, it is easy to identify instances 
where lack of educational opportunities very often 
transforms into lack of means to lead a life of dignity 
and honour. Families are caught in a vicious circle 
of deprivation and poverty without any upward 
movement in the social order all over the world. Many 
a times the reason is lack of skills and knowledge 

to find better jobs and remunerations. Education 
therefore becomes an important tool for economic 
empowerment. It gives people the means to live a 
better life by improving their chances of securing 
better sources of livelihood. 


The significance of education, however, is not just 
limited to economic growth. It is equally important 
for social empowerment. Self-confident people 
supported by education have a sense of autonomy 
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and belonging that helps them to add to the welfare 
of society. Education also helps a person to become 
politically empowered by helping him or her to 
make informed, rational choices with respect to the 
political processes. It helps people to choose their 
policy makers objectively, without being swayed by 
the attractiveness of immediate benefits and think 


about long term goals. 


Hence, education is not just something that 
provides a person with means to a livelihood but 
also helps them to identify their potentials and 
choose the right path to follow in life. It empowers 
a person to live a fulfilling life, be an active member 
of the society, enjoy their rights and fulfill their 
duties. 


Being an educationist, I firmly believe that 
education is the most potent tool to empower people 
because it not only enables them to gather creature 


comforts but enlightens the mind and soul. 


At Jain University we are bearing the responsibility 
of making education an enlightening journey 
towards empowerment and call upon one and all to 


join us in our noble quest. 


Dr. C.G. Krishnadas Nair 


Chancellor, Jain University 
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“For the students, it is a great learning 
opportunity to imbibe as much as they 
can from the experience, theoretical 


and practical knowled ge available.” 


A Common Ground to Learn 


earning takes place in an educational establishment 


everyday. But, at times such platforms are created 
which add several new dimensions to the process 
of imparting and attaining knowledge. Such avenues 
of learning at Jain University open up regularly by 
bringing together the academicians, scientists, industry 


professionals and students on the same platform. 


Recently, Jain University organized a conference aimed 
at creating awareness on the need for eco-friendly 
buildings which brought together architects, builders, 
researchers and academicians, policy makers as well as 
students. The University acted as key link in bringing 
together not just all the stakeholders on the issue but 
also giving students an opportunity to learn various 


aspects of sustainable development. 


While the conference cum workshop was educational 
in its own right, the concept of providing a common 
platform for people from different fields of work 

im a particular area to have deliberations under one 
roof and arrive at solutions by learning from one 
another has much wider applications. It helps the 
practicing professionals to refresh their knowledge 
and keep in sync with the latest developments in their 
respective fields on one hand. On the other hand, it 
helps academicians and researchers to understand 


requirements of industries. The two aspects are very 


important for the improve nent of products, processes 


and technology. 


On another front, it is a great opportunity for 
networking, healthy for the development of industry 
professionals as well as the academic and research 
fraternity. For the students it is a great learning 
opportunity to imbibe as much as they can from 

the experience, theoretical and practical knowledge 
available from the resource persons and their fellow 
participants. The exposure that they get by attending 
sessions and presenting their own papers builds in 


them a confidence and ent iusiasm to learn further. 


While conferences have traditionally been the centre 
for brainstorming, the crux lies in having experts on 
different fields of the same area as was the case in our 
recent conference so they an understand each others’ 


limitations and needs. 


We at Jain University will continue to have such 
scholarly and intellectually motivated gatherings that 
would help to enrich those who seek to constantly 


upgrade their skills and stay a step ahead. 


Dr. N. Sundararajan 


Vice Chancellor, Jain Univer. ity 
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their experiences, 
hopes, dreams and 
aspirations 


Jain University which I am convinced, 


will grow to great heights to be coun ted 
among the best in the country. 


ANNA MKAPA 
Tanzania is, known 
fondly as Mama in 
many circles. Tanzania, 
the beautiful East 
African nation 


Financial Management- 
Its not just about money 
rating numbers by a buing Tale a girar 





| [have gone through the Aventure magazine and 
d appreciate your efforts in this publication. 


HON. DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN, 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, 

DEPT. OF INDUSTRIAL POLICY & PROMOTION, GOVT. OF INDIA 
-A Thank you for keeping us regularly conversant with the 
educational and literary spread of Jain University quarterly, 
Aventure. All the published materials are highly informative 
in their content. I wish Aventure and academic newness 
innovated and fostered by Jain University all the success. 


H.E. AMARENDRA KHATUA, 

AMBASSADOR, 

EMBASSY OF INDIA, BUENOS ARES, ARGENTINA 

~~) Lam highly impressed with the design of the magazine and 
the quality of articles published. This magazine reflects the 
multi-faceted development of the upcoming Jain University 
which I am convinced, will grow to great heights to be counted 
among the best in the country 


HON. PROF. S.S. MURTHY, 
VICE CHANCELLOR, CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KARNATAKA 








www.aventure.ac.in October 2013 |Qventure | 9 


MM NEWS & EVENTS 





SRI LANKAN DELEGATION VISITS 
JAIN UNIVERSITY FOR COLLABORATIONS 


A high powered delegation from Sri Lanka visited Jain University to 
build further on the talks held at Colombo during the visit of the Jain 
University officials to the Island Nation 
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EXPLORING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Higher Education 
Delegation from Sri Lanka 
with officials from Jain 
University 





ain University has taken yet another step 

towards building strong partnerships in 

the field of education by exploring options 
for collaborations with universities and higher 
education bodies in Sri Lanka. As a part of 
the ongoing initiatives, a high level delegation 
from the University Grants Commission and 
Universities, Sri Lanka visited Jain University 
in the month of September. The two day visit 
whereby the delegation met officials at different 
campuses of Jain University was aimed at 
exploring collaborative research efforts in various 
areas as well as model of entrepreneurship 
devised at the University. 

As a part of national policy on higher 
education in Sri Lanka, the universities and 
related educational bodies are being encouraged 
to promote a vibrant research culture followed 


by entrepreneurship and research collaborations 


with foreign universities. Jain University with its 


thriving research culture and committed goal of 
advancing entrepreneurship provided several 
helpful insights `o the delegation. 

The thirteen member strong team from the 
Island nation wes led by Prof. Ranjith Senaratne, 
Vice Chairman, UGC and accompanied by Dr. 
W Kumara Hirimburegama, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Colombo, were received by Dr. 
Chenraj Roychand, President Jain University. 
The delegation was given a brief history of the 
University followed by presentations by head of 
different research centres explaining the work 
going in their respective areas. This was followed 
by parallel discussions on various areas in which 
both the universities could collaborate. Among 
fields of mutual interest, special emphasis was 
laid on entrepreneurship, disaster management, 
aerospace engineering, life sciences and nano- 
sciences. 


Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Ranjith 





@®@ The vision of the committee is to foresee 
Sri Lanka as knowledge and intellectual capita! 
hub. We are of the opinion that this dream can 
be realized by our mutual cooperation and 
collaboration with Jain University. @@ 











Senaratne, Vice Chairman, UGC, Sri Lanka sai [he vision 
of the committee is to foresee Sri Lanka as knowledge and 
intellectual capital hub. We are of the opinion that this dream 
can be realized by our mutual cooperation and ollaboratio1 
with Jain University. In near future, we will witness 


demicians, 


holistic development through our link with a 
intellectuals, researches and experts with exceptional profiles a 
Jain University.’ 

During the interactions, the delegates also expressed their 
intent on setting up Centre for Excellence in Entrepreneurship 
at Sri Lanka and Centre for Knowledge Advancement which 
shall serve as the hub for collaborative reseat n various 
streams including Pure and Applied Sciences, Engineering and 
Technology, Aerospace, Management and Entrepreneurship 
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences and promoting faculty 
and student exchange programmes for the purpose of teaching 
and research. 

Dr. Chenraj Roychand talked of experiences from 
previous visit to Sri Lanka and said, “We were greatly impressed 
with Sri Lankas higher education system and its strategii 


plan to achieve the goals in the field of higher education.” The 
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President remarked that with its growing 
prowess, Sri Lanka is soon going to stand 
tall amongst the best of countries for its 
unparalleled research capabilities. “We 
are looking forward for some exciting 
collaborations with leading universities 
in Sri Lanka. We are privileged to 
contribute and cooperate in the possible 
research areas,” he concluded. 

Out of the doors of the conference 
halls, the delegations were taken on 
various 


academic tours to 


of Jain University. At the Jain Global 


campuses 


Campus, the delegation was exposed to 
first of its kind outdoor fire test facility 
in India, which houses, an analytical 
test laboratory for foam properties 
and quality parameters, jointly set up 
by Jain University and Underwriters 
laboratories, USA. While visiting the lab 
they were also given a live demonstration 
on foam based extinguishing capabilities 
by lighting and then dousing a class 20 
B pool fire by a team of professionally 


trained fire fighters as per UL 162. 


Post the demonstration, the 
delegation was taken to an exhibition 
of the Micro Air Vehicles (MAV) and 
various other cutting edge technologies 
like complete autonomous piloting 
system, currently under development at 
the Centre of Emerging Technologies, 
Jain University. The delegates also visited 
entrepreneurial facilities exclusively 
designed to ignite the passion and 
enterprising spirit among those who take 


the path to becoming entrepreneurs. 


Jain University happens to be one of 


the only educational institutions in 


India that incubates companies and 
at the Chenraj Roychand Centre for 


Entrepreneurship training is provided 


to those claiming the coveted seats of 


becoming job providers not just job 
seekers. At the centre, the delegation 
also had an interactive session with 
the students who are currently shaping 
their business ideas under the guidance 
of experts. The visit by the delegation 
officials from 


comprising senior 
oO 
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universities and educational bodies such 


as the UGC of Sri Lanka was a welcome 
reciprocal gesture after the delegation 
from Jain University visited Sri Lanka 
in August. In a visit facilitated by the 
UGC of Sri Lanka a delegation of senior 
officials led by Dr. Chenraj Roychand 
had visited the University of Colombo. 
Ihe delegations had interactions with 
from 


academicians and researchers 


the Faculty of Medicine, Institute 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology, the Department 
of Physics of the Faculty of Science, 
Colombo School of Computing and the 
Department of Geography of the Faculty 
of Arts. Several discussions took place on 
this occasion opening vistas for further 
talks and collaborations on technology 
and student transfers, entrepreneurship 
in the areas of medical and life sciences, 
GIS technology, Solid State Physics and 
Condensed Matter Physics, Physics of 
Lightening, and Lightening Protection 


amongst others. 8 








AN EVENING OF 
ACADEMIC DELIBERATIONS 


The new batch of research scholars welcomed at Jain University with 
enlightening anecdotes and words of encouragement 
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ain University welcomed the 

research scholars beginning their 

studies with the University in the 
academic year 2013 across disciplines 
at a scholarly gathering in the month of 
August. With more than 150 PhD and 
M.Phil scholars, the President of Jain 
University Trust, Dr. Chenraj Roychand, 
Vice Chancellor, Dr. N Sundararaja, Pro 
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Sandeep Shastri, 
Deans and Heads of various faculties and 
research centres, the occasion became a 
celebration of the remarkable feats being 
achieved by Jain University in the field of 
research and teaching. 

The occasion gathered a special 
significance as the President of the Trust 
delivered the inaugural lecture for PhD 
coursework. “It is very heartening to 
witness a gathering of scholars who 
are looking forward to further their 
knowledge by pursuing research degree 
with us and I must say it is a great 
responsibility too,’ were his opening 
words. Inspiring the audience with his 
articulate and real life anecdotes, Dr. 
Roychand elaborated on the maxim of 
having belief in oneself and advised the 
scholars to embark on their journey 
of discovery with an open mind. He 
outlined the contours of what the future 
is going to be. “The future empires are 
going to be built on knowledge, not just 
brick and mortar. It is not the might but 
the mind that will rule the world.’ 

Dr. Sandeep Shastri welcomed 
all the research scholars and gave 
them a brief idea of what the research 
programme would entail. “This batch is 
the 8th PhD and the 5th M.Phil batch at 
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Jain University. We look forward to a long 
association with all of you and hope that 
in these years with us, you can further 
nurture your passion for research.” 

Dr. N. 


the gathering and reiterated that the 


Sundararajan addressed 
universities have a major role to play 
in the growth and development of any 
country. “Research benefits the entire 
mankind by taking knowledge to the 
next level. Both core and application 
based research have a very significant 
place in development of society.’ An 
astute academician and a scientist 
himself, Dr. Sundararajan delineated the 
traits that a researcher must have. He 
advised the researchers to develop an 
inquisitive mind and learn through their 
mistakes and errors. “A researcher needs 
qualitative thinking, logical reasoning, 
abilities to quantify and make models 
that can test his or her hypothesis. But 
above all, a researcher should revel in the 
thrill of observation and excitement of 
discovery. 

As the evening progressed, the newly 
enrolled research scholars shared their 
motivations for making Jain University 


the destination for their research studies. 





Said Ms. Nisha who is pursuing her 
research in Psychology, “Jain University 
has an amazing ranking. When I looked 
at the programme, I realized that it was 
exactly what I was looking at. 

Mr. Rudresh from Goa is pursuing 
his research in the field of engineering. I 
am looking forward to the programme. 
After meeting the faculty members and 
exploring the facilities available, I am 
certain that I would get a lot of exposure 
during my remarked 
Rudresh. 


The research programmes at Jain 


programme E 


University are a unique combination 


of course work and research done 
individually by each scholar under guides 
with expertise in the respective areas. 
It attracts students in fields as varied as 
engineering, social sciences, physical 
humanities, 


sciences, life sciences, 


commerce and management. As the 


new batch embarks on a journey in 
academics that is very different from 
both undergraduate and masters 
programmes, the facilities and vibrant 
academic environment of Jain University 
would once again continue to support 


and encourage them in their endeavours. 8 
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TRAINING PROGRAMME 
CONDUCTED BY ITAEM 


IIAEM, Jain University conducted a three day 
course on Aircraft Structural Assembly 
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magine boarding a commercial airliner 
to fly across the Pacific in only four 
hours. Or flying to Europe in a plane 
shaped like a giant wing, in the company 
of 800 other passengers. Such, cutting 
edge development requires major 
thrust in research and solid workforce 
of qualified individuals. Additionally, 
for the aircrafts which are flying today, 


their satisfactory performance requires 


continuous maintenance of aircraft 
structural integrity. It is important 


that metal structural repairs be made 
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according to the best available techniques 
because improper repair techniques can 
pose an immediate or potential danger. 
The reliability of an aircraft depends 
on the quality of the design, as well as 
the workmanship used in making the 


repairs. 
Keeping in mind the trained 
manpower required, IIAEM, Jain 


University recently organized a three 
day short course on aircraft structural 
assembly. Objective of the course was 


to expose the practice of carrying out 


ce 





the assembly operations crucial in any 
aircraft production plan. The course 
was aimed at scientists and engineers 
associated with the design, development, 
manufacturing and testing of the both 
rotary and fixed wing aircrafts, covered 
myriad materials 


topics including 


properties, rivets, bonding, welded 
assemblies, inspection procedures and 
few others. 

The three day course, coordinated 
by experts from HAL, NAL, CSIR and 
other 


undertaking manufacturing of aircrafts, 


such premium organizations, 


was attended by participants from 
different 
engineering officers and pilots from the 


backgrounds, including 
Indian Air Force. In-depth analysis of 
topics pertaining to structural assembly, 
which are dealt at manufacturing 
level, was a refresher for the practicing 
engineers too. 


The topics covered during the 
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sessions ranged from the fundamentals 
of metallurgy to advance form of repair 
practices. Inherently, the design of 
an aircraft metal structural repair is 
complicated due to the requirement 
that an aircraft be as light as possible. If 
weight were not a critical factor, repairs 
could be made with a large margin of 
safety. In actual practice, repairs must be 
strong enough to carry all of the loads 
with the required factor of safety, but they 
must not have too much extra strength. 
For example, a joint that is too weak 
cannot be tolerated, but a joint that is too 
strong can create stress risers that may 
cause cracks in other locations. Failure 
of an aircraft structural component can 
have catastrophic consequences, with 
resultant loss of life and of the aircraft. 
The pre-investigation of defects and 
failures in aircraft structures is, thus, of 
vital importance in preventing incidents. 
In such a complex machinery and even 
complex manufacturing processes, India 
has taken a definite lead. 

The participants were given an 
overall understanding of materials and 
manufacturing processes, implemented 
in Indias Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), 
Tejas and the Advance Light Helicopter 
(ALH), Dhruv. These aircrafts make use 





IIAEM - Research & Training 





The International Institute for Aero- 
space Engineering and Management 
(IIAEM) is a collaborative venture 
between Jain University and Society 
of Indian Aerospace Technologies & 
Industries (SIATI), which has received 
overwhelming support from R & D 
laboratories and Industrial organiza- 
tions, like ISRO, HAL, NAL and many 
others. Besides cutting edge research, 
the Institute is generating a pool of 
technical manpower skilled in vari- 
ous aspects of aircraft manufacturing, 
designing and management. 


of five critical technologies the ADA 
identified at the beginning of the LCA 
programme as needing to be mastered 
for India to be able to design and build 
a “completely indigenous” fighter. In 
two of these India has been successful, 
the development and manufacture 
of advanced carbon-fibre composite. 
Composites are used to make an aircraft 
both lighter and stronger at the same 
time compared to an all-metal design. 
The LCAs 


percentage employment 





of C-FCs is one of the highest among 
contemporary aircraft of its class. Apart 
from making the plane much lighter, 
there are also fewer joints or rivets, 
which increases the aircraft's reliability 
and lowers its susceptibility to structural 
fatigue cracks. 

dedicated to 


Sessions wing 


structures were an important source 
of information for engineers who are 
currently employed in repairing and 
assessment of structural damages. For the 
uninitiated, in most of the aircrafts, the 
wing skin performs several tasks. It gives 
it the aerodynamic shape, carries a share 
of the loads, helps to carry torsion loads 
and also acts as fuel tanks, while allowing 
inspection and maintenance. Almost all 
aircraft have their wing structure made 
entirely in metal, or a mixture of metal 
and composite, as in the case of LCA. 
With the country poised to see even 
more intensive growth in both civil and 
military aviation, a steady flow of talented 
and qualified engineers will be required 
to maintain the ever increasing fleet of 
aircrafts. Such courses fill a niche area 
of education in superior structural level 
maintenance, like fatigue tracking and 
cutting edge manufacturing processes, 


leading to safer skies. @ 
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JGI Dance Fest pulled out 
all the stops as students 
from different campuses 
showcased their talents 


he vitality of life captured in heavenly rhythm- dance 

as a form of art has always occupied a position of 

pride across civilizations and cultures. Pulse 2013, 
the dazzling dance fest, was a tribute to this form of artistic 
expression in more than one ways. Organized by the Dance 
Club and the Cultural Forum of Jain University, it was a 
rare moment when all entities of not just the University 
but entire JGI Group came together on the same platform 
to perform to riveting beats. 

Pulse 2013, a competition based event was open to 
all the educational institutions under the JGI banner and 
broke all records in terms of popularity and participation. 
“This is the second edition of the event but on a much 
bigger scale. This year we have spread it out and the 
response we received is really great,” informed Swathi 


from the Dance Club. 
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The buzz for the fest began with 


auditions being conducted at the 
various campuses of JGI. During the 
auditions, participants were selected 
for the two categories, solo and group 
dances. “The number of registrations 
we received for the solo competitions 
alone was overwhelming. For the group 
dances, three teams per campus were 
allowed to participate,’ said Jeevan B., a 
3rd sem B.Com student and a member 
of the organizing committee. To make 
any programme work, team work is an 
essential ingredient and Pulse got support 
from several quarters as mentioned by 
Jeevan. “We are really very grateful to the 
Cultural Forum’s marketing team and 
their head Syed Faraz from the 5th sem. 
They helped us a lot with the sponsors 
while Pramila R B, the Head for the 
Dance Club gave her valuable inputs on 


the structure of the show? The scale and 


quality of events attracted a number of 


sponsors. The main sponsors of the event 
were Vodafone and the movie Barf. 
The other sponsors included Divinia 
chocolates, Silver Gallery and The Web. 

Dr. PA. Head, 


School of Commerce and Management 


Vasu, Centre 


Studies who was present on the 
occasion encouraged the students and 
complimented them on their efforts. A 
mix of solos and group performances 
dazzled the audience throughout the 
day with their performances. From 
traditional and classical to hip hop, 
the different genres of dancing gave a 
variety to the fest that kept the audience 
enthralled. Nisha and Group from the 
School for Graduate Studies performed 
on a classical rendition of different forms 
of Lord Ganesha while the dazzling 


rockstars from the School of Engineering 


and Technology danced to the tunes of 


the modern day vibrant numbers. 

More than 50 teams from various 
campuses of JGI participated in the fest 
at the prelims. Out of these eight solo and 
eight group performances were selected 


to feature in the next day’s competitions. 





ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 
Students from various 
JGI Campuses rock 
the dance floor. 


The second day was devoted to quarter 
finals, semis and finals. 

The quarter finals challenged 
participating teams and solo members 
with a twist. The competitors had to 
tailor the steps from the prelims to a 
different song without missing a beat. 
The team from CMS, gave a beautiful 
instance of team work as they worked 
their way on the stage on the popular 
number Govinda Ala Re with the same 
steps that they had lent to A.R. Rehman’s 
much loved track Dil Se...a day before. 
solo 


Among the performances, 


Bharath and Shweta from School of 
Graduate Studies and Knowledge 


Campus respectively ruled the day with 
their stunning performances and made it 
to the finals. CMS bagged the day when 
it came to group performances. 

The finals took place to a packed 
house on the second evening and tested 
the mettle of the dancers by taking them 
through a different pace altogether. 
While the performers were allowed to 
present whichever number they had 
prepared, it came with a condition. The 


music was muted in between randomly 





but participants had to go on with thei 


steps without pausing. To add further to 
this challenge, they had to dance usıng a 
particular prop. 


The competing dances were 
interspersed with songs and dances 
from the movie Barfi apart from other 
programmes. A big hit with the audience 
was the dance performance by the 
international students studying at Jain 
University. The dance group set their 


pace on traditional music from African, 


Asian and Middle Eastern countries 
along with songs from Bollywood 


presenting a cultural razzmatazz. 

In a competition where teams left 
no stone unturned to bring glory to their 
respective campuses, the Knowledge 
Campus and CMS came out with flying 
colours. In the solo performance, Bharath 
PUC, School of 


Studies bagged the trophy while amongst 


from 2nd Graduate 
the group performers Bollywood Beats 
from CMS took home the laurels. As the 
two day fest ended with some of the most 
stunning performances, amongst all it 
was the spirit of dance that remained the 


unchallenged winner. & 
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DISCUSSING THE QUALITY OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA 


Focus group discussion at Jain University analyses the challenges faced 
by higher educational institutions in India 


ERSSE, Jain University recently 


organised a Focus Group 
Discussion as a 
ICSSR Sponsored 


on ‘Determining Quality in Higher 


part of its 
Research Project 
Education in India: Defining Parameters, 
Creating Resources and Evolving Models. 
With a clear purview of improving the 
quality of higher education, the discussion 
hosted a panel of well-known academicians 
and experts from various institutions and 
bodies across the city. 

The higher education system in 
India has gone through a sea change in 
past century, essentially leading to one 
of the largest system of its kind in the 
world today. If numbers are taken into 
consideration, at present the higher 


education sector in India consists of 
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16.9 million students, spread among 634 
universities as compared to 0.2 million 
students and around 20 universities 
during the early 50’s. However, like most 
of the issues related to a developing 
economy, such expansion has been 
accompanied by a series of challenges 
as well. Higher education has serious 
inference, especially when a booming 
economy is crippled by lack of qualified 
manpower to the industry. Hence, these 
issues are vital to India, as the country 
is now engaged in the use of higher 
education as a powerful tool to build a 
knowledge-based information society 
of the 21st Century. The UGC has 
acknowledged addressing manpower 
issues as one of the toughest challenges 


in its Twelfth Five Year Plan. 








Dr. Ganesh Hegde & Dr. Subhashini 
Muthukrishné at Focus Group Discussion 


The 
CERSSE 


challenges being faced by the growing 


discussion 


organized by 


ook into account the various 


higher ecucation system of India. The 
proceedings of the day long discussions 
were divided into four thematic sessions. 
The opening session chaired by Dr. 


Sandeep Shastri, Pro-Vice Chancellor, 











Jain University, focused primarily on 
interpretation of quality education in 
the Indian sub continent. The session 
attempted to seek answers to questions, 
like “Can quality be understood as 
process’? Dr. Shastri delineated the 
chief areas of discussion, including 
subjectivity in interpreting the quality, 
contextualizing quality, dealing with 
multiplicity of interpretations, and the 
processes involved in ensuring quality. 
Another 
adding to rich discussion, Prof. Rajeev 
Gowda, 
IIM Bangalore, stressed on the need to 


eminent academician 


Professor of Economics at 
develop an environment, where critical 
and independent thinking, continuous 
interaction and academic vibrancy are 
part of everyday learning. Similarly, Dr. 
Usha Devi, Professor of Education, at the 
Institute for Social and Economic Change 
(ISEC), emphasised on the need to factor 
all stakeholders and non-negotiable 


parameters in  conceptualisation of 


quality. 
During the discussions the 
participants also talked about the 


context to concept of quality in higher 
education. Dr. M J Vinod, Professor of 
Political Science, at Bangalore University, 
Prof. S K Bhagavan from School of 
Engineering and ‘Technology, Jain 
University and Dr. Joshi, Consultant with 
Wipro Technologies, spearheaded the 
discussion on challenges of developing 
a single definition of quality on account 
of the diversities in higher education in 
India, especially, in terms of funding, 
historical origin, clientele, expectations 
and social mindsets that favoured certain 
Dr. H S Ashok, Professor of 
University 


summed up the issues by stressing on the 


courses. 
Psychology at Bangalore 
need to conceptualise and contextualise 
the concept of quality. 

Talks on NAAC’s increasing role 
in providing the benchmarking quality 
parameters to educational institutions 
were also undertaken by participating 
members. The second session of the day, 
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66 Dr. Jayaramu, 
Professor of Political 
Science, Bangalore 
University insisted on 
the need to develop 
independent quality 
assessment standards 
at three distinct levels, 
curriculum, teaching 
and evaluation. @ $ 


which emphasised on the enhancement 
of experience in higher education, was 
chaired by Dr. Shailaja Shastri, Professor 
and Head, Dept of Psychology at Jain 
University who called upon the delegates 
to share their experiences on what in 
their estimation symbolised quality. 
Dr. Subhashini Muthukrishna, Professor 
of Economics at St Josephs College, 
Bangalore and Dr Cheriyan Alexander, 
Professor of English at St Joseph's College, 
Bangalore shared their experience of peer 
learning, streamlining, extra classroom 
teaching, synergistic learning which 
produced significant improvement in 
quality. 

With a variety of topics leading to 
application of technology in the realm of 
education, Dr. Vani from the department 
of Life Science, Jain University shared 
her experiences. She expressed that 
even with advent of technology; the 
teacher continues to be the cornerstone 
of quality in higher education. Hence, 
issues relating to student teacher ratio, 
teachers recruitment, training and 
motivation, and research facilities were 
significant and cannot be alienated in 
any discussion on higher education. 

The subsequent sessions looked 
at the issues relating to assessment of 
quality, one of the prime variables for 
educational institutions, especially with 
many establishments lacking internal 


quality assurance cells. The session 


was moderated by Dr. M Manisha, 
from CERSSE, Jain Univeristy. ‘The 
participants deliberated upon the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 


existing attempts at assessing quality; 
including that of NAAC, with a common 
understanding that quality enhancement 
has to be a continuous and an ongoing 
process. While assessments helped in 
creating quality consciousness, they 
have to be followed up with insights 
on improving quality. Dr. Jayaramu, 
Professor of Political Science, Bangalore 
University insisted on the need to 
develop independent quality assessment 
standards at three distinct levels, 
curriculum, teaching and evaluation. 
Dr. Ganesh Hegde representing NAAC 
added that in any assessment of quality, 


and 


provided by the institution are important 


the vision mission statements 
parameters for assessment. 

The concluding session of the day 
was chaired by Dr. Reetika Syal, CERSSE, 
Jain Univeristy. This technical session 
revolved around pertaining questions 
about prevalent survey methodologies, 
with 


discussion coming from Dr. 


some major contribution to 
Bagali, 
Professor of Management at Jain 
University, who made suggestions to 
include the alumni and corporate houses, 
such as FICCI and NASSCOM, as part 
of the survey. Suggestions for using 
curriculum content analysis, student path 
analysis and learning outcome analysis 
were also made. Participants urged the 
project coordinators to look at both 
the supply and demand side of higher 
education, further disaggregating the 
data before making any generalisations. 
In the wake of paradigm shift in the 
Indian education system, such Focus 
Group Discussions assume tremendous 


The 


closely examined the issues surrounding 


significance. sessions not only 
the quality of higher education in India 
but also addressed a variety of questions 


related to the field. g 
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Anveshana 2013 welcomed first year 


students to Jain University 








he word ‘festival, constitutes a 

package of several things that add 

zing to life- the colours, the music 
and the vibrancy! Yet, most importantly 
the synergy among the people who 
gather at such an occasion is what makes 
a festival, a great one and Anveshana 
2013 was a living example of this vibrant 
energy that binds people together. 

Anveshana the annual cultural 
fest of the School of Commerce and 
Management Studies spanning across 
various campuses of Jain University, 
has remained a symbol that defines 
the culture, rituals, and rules of the 
institution while representing the spirit 
of innovation of both the organizers and 
the participants. 

Exclusively organized for the fresh 
entrants to the hallowed grounds of the 
Jain University, Anveshana has been 
the platform for students from diverse 


backgrounds to showcase their talents. 


Even the organization of the event, is in 








itself a period filled with enthusiasm in 
the air, which is characterized by various 
activities. creativity, hustle, fun and most 
importantly the practical lessons of 
management crucial to students. 

Tracitionally, the festival has been 
based around a particular theme, with 
this years event being inspired from the 
‘real worid”. With a basket of competing 
titles suca as the Best Manager, Business 
Quiz, Jain Idol and much more, 
Anveshana 2013 inspired the students to 
put their best foot forward. In Business 
Manager. students contesting for the 
title were required to portray complete 
composure under stress and pressure 
situations, a skill which forms the basis 
of an efficient manager. 

Simmarly, the “Business Quiz’ was 
aimed at evaluating business quotient of 
the young manager. It was based on topics 
from the ‘real’ corporate world and was 
informatwe not only for the participants 


but also tor the huge crowd gathered to 











watch the competitions unfold. Other 
events aimed at examining professional 
skills included ‘Marketing, ‘Finance, 
‘Entrepreneurship Development, ‘Public 
Relations’ and ‘Human Resources. Also, a 
group of off stage events, which included 
playing solo musical instruments and 
making Rangoli formed a part of the 
week long extravaganza. 

While knowledge was one of the 
facets that got exposure at Anveshana, 
artistic talent did not go ignored. Jain 
Idol inspired by the popular American 
Idol’ series was organized to hunt for the 
best singing sensation among the first 
years from the Faculty of Commerce at 


the University. Participants mesmerized 





the audience with Kannada and Hindi 







songs. Inspired by the popular TV show, BEST MANAGER 


the event also allowed the audience to 





vote for the favourite contestants as well. 


But a college fest can seldom be complete Jai 
x ‘= 


without dance. So you think you can 





a ~~’ i yi 


dance provided a common stage for the "h A An E o WS OV eae: 


A ow | 
dancers among students who became nad , 
the movers and shakers of the day by 
their performances! Throughout the 
years Anvehsha has been known for 
its contemporary dance performance, 
and this year was no different. Students 
danced to tunes and styles as varied 
as one could hope for. Mr. and Ms. 


Anveshana remained one of the most 


sought after title as every other year. 


Students showcase 
their creative energies at 


Anveshana 201: 
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RESEARCHERS FELICITATED AT 
JAIN UNIVERSITY 


Jain University felicitates its faculty members for 
contributions in the form of research papers 
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t was a gathering of scholarly minds 
at Jain University Campus who 

divide their time effectively between 
teaching and research. The occasion 
was felicitation of faculty members from 
across disciplines who have been actively 
engaged in research and have shared their 
accumulated knowledge with the world 
in the form of research publications. 

It was another step on part of Jain 
University to acknowledge the crucial 
role played by faculty in creating the 
superlative academic environment at all 
its campuses. 60 faculty members from 
the Centre for Emerging Technologies, 
Centre for Research in Social Sciences 
and Education, Centre for Postgraduate 
Studies, Centre for Management Studies, 
School of 


for Advanced Studies in Biosciences, 


Graduate Studies, Centre 
Centre for Indian Psychology and Jain 
University Knowledge Campus were 
felicitated during the event. 

Addressing the 
Chenraj 


University Trust emphasized on the 


gathering, Dr. 


Roychand, President, Jain 
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66 It is important for you 
to submit yourself to the 
work. It takes hard work to 
come up with a good paper 
that has an impact on the 
society but remember it is 
the vision that matters. @ + 


significance of self-motivation in 
research. “It is important for you to 
submit yourself to the work. It takes 
hard work to come up with a good paper 
that has an impact on the society but 
remember it is the vision that matters. 
Research should always benefit the 
mankind,” he said. 

The Vice Chancellor, Jain University 
stressed on the importance of research 
for the growth and development of 
the University and the society too. He 
presented a brief overview of the steps 
being taken by the Jain University to 
encourage researchers. “We have formed 


a core Research Committee. The mandate 


| the ongoing research and encourage new 


researchers,’ he announced. 

The Vice Chancellor added that 
the thrust of Jain University is not 
just on academic excellence but also 
on devetoping centres with potential 
for excelence and to be a true cradle 
for knowledge. “We have traversed 
a long path, from being a college to 
developirg into a university, and we 
make constructive 
The 


various centres and departments of the 


are committed to 
contributons to the society” 
University have already attracted grants 
fer various projects in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering, social 
sciences as well as humanities from 
reputed organizations and are engaged in 
consultancy also. The august gathering 
also included Prof. N.V.H. Krishnan, 
Registrar, Jain University, Dr. Krishna 
Venkatesh, Chief Technology Officer, Jain 
University and Deans of different faculty 
and Heacs of various departments. Dr. 
Venkatesh and Dr. N.G.R. Iyengar who 
are both renowned academicians and 
scientists in their fields with numerous 
publicaticns to their credit, shared their 
experiences with the present gathering 
on being involved in different research 
projects and publishing papers. 

Jain Jniversity in a short span of 
time has acquired patents and is making 
in this direction. 
officials 


researchers of the University cautioned 


continued progress 


However, the senior and 
against resting on these laurels and 
stressed that everyone should participate 
in strengtnening the culture of research 


across disciplines. 8 
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RWANDANS VOTE AT JAIN UNIVERSITY 


The Parliamentary Elections for Rwanda were held at the Jain University 
for the Rwandan citizens residing in Karnataka 
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he Rwandans in Karnataka voted 

for their Parliamentary Elections 

at the Knowledge Campus of Jain 
University on September 15th. This 
was the third time that provisions were 
made by Rwanda for its citizens outside 
the country to vote and take part in the 
political process. 

The Elections were overseen by Mr. 
Mucyo Rutishisha, the Second Counsellor 
from Rwanda High Commission at New 
Delhi and Honourary Consul for Rwanda 
in Bangalore, Mr. Mohan Suresh. The 
officials were assisted by Manzi Robert, 
President, Rwanda Students’ Association 
in Bangalore, Rundoko Victor, Kamayise 
Joyeuse and Umulisa Rita Delphine. 

The voting began at nine in the 
morning and extended till 3 in the 
afternoon followed by counting. Groups 
of Rwandans dotted the Jain University 
campus as the polling began in the 
morning. A majority of them students 
studying at different institutions in 
Bangalore, the Rwandans expressed their 
satisfaction at being able to take part in 


the voting despite being far away from 
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Rwandans in Karnataka 
exercise their franchise 








IBYISHIKA Muvunyi Benigne (B.Com) final year 
from Jain University casts her vote 


their country. Emmanuel Ntaganira, 
the first one to vote shared, “I am sure 
that my vote counts even though I am 
not in Rwanda. It is a responsibility as 
well as a right of a citizen to exercise his 
voting rights and be a part of the political 
processes.” He is currently pursuing 
MSc. Nursing at one of the colleges in 
Bangalore. Emmanuel who was out of 
the country for the last elections feels 
that being able to vote from a foreign 
land helps a citizen feel connected to 
his country. Many inspired by the idea 
of democracy, others by a vision for 
their country, the Rwandans made it a 
point to come and take a decisive step 


in the selection of their policymakers. “I 


just want to see my country develop in 
peace and transform into a nation where 
everyone has a world and opportunities 
to fulfill his and her dreams. We should 
reach to the level where we stand among 
the developed nations and | feel we are 
progressing towards it gradually,’ said 
Umutesi Victoire Annabella who is 
pursuing a Masters in Biotechnology. 
She expressed that it was very fortunate 
to have been able to vote and exercise her 
right as a citizen even though she is in 
India. 

Peace and prosperity were the 
topmost concerns in the minds of the 
Rwandans while casting their vote. Most 
of them acknowledged that they are 
voting for the parties who they feel would 
ensure that past horrors of violence are 
never revisited on the country and the 
march towards development continues. 

This 


Rwandans 


year about six million 


were eligible for voting. 
According to estimates, there are about 
2000 Rwandans in India, of which about 
300 are at present in Bangalore. 

“There are a total of 80 seats in the 
Rwandan Parliament out of which 24 
are reserved for women, children and 
disabled,” explained Mr. Rutishisha from 
the Embassy. There were four major 
political parties amongst those in the 
running, Rwanda Patriotic Front (RFP), 
the Social Democrats, the Liberal Party 
and PS Imberankuri. The voters eagerly 
awaited results at the Jain University 
once the counting began. RFP was clearly 
favoured by the voters in Karnataka and 
the results were declared to a cheering 
crowd of Rwandans by Mr. Rutishisha 
and Mr. 


designated officials. 3 


Suresh along with other 
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Jain University NCC Study on Enzyme 
Cadets Pedal to Hampi Activities in Seeds 


he 7 Karnataka Battalion NCC, Bangalore of Jain University hewesearchers from Centre 
undertook a bicycle expedition from Bangalore to Hampi from for Advanced Studies in 
Oth to 19th September covering a total distance of 913 kms. The 14 Biosciences (CASB) recently 


day long expedition was meant to inculcate a spirit of adventure in published a paper titled ‘A 


the youth and give them an insight into the rich cultural heritage. The comparative kinetic study on 
expedition was also mean to spread awareness on water conservation. ae fd 
-amylase and its antioxidant 


Through this expedition where the cadets covered about 70 km per 
day the message of the significance was NCC was also spread and the 
senior officers hoped that it would help to encourage youngsters to 
join the Armed Forces too. 


property in germinated and 

non germinated seeds of Glycine 
max. L in the journal Research 
in Biotechnology. The paper 

has been published in Volume 

4, Issue 4 of the journal. It was 
authored by Ms. Chandrika C, 
Ms. Vijayashree C, Ms. Granthali, 
Mr. Rajath S, Mr. Nagananda G.S 
and Pros. S. Sundara Rajan. The 
findings presented in the paper is 
based om the a comparative analysis 
of beta amylase activity isolated from 
germinated and non germinated 
Glycine max seeds, which was 


partially purified by dialysis. 
a 


NCC Cadets interact with school students on their way to Hampi. 





Multidisciplinary Studies at CPGS, Jain University 


T Centre for Postgraduate Studies (CPGS) at the University is engaged in research cn pure and applied 
sciences across disciplines, publishing the findings in various journals of repute. Recently Prof. Sudha 
Deshmukh, Director of CPGS and Dean, Sciences, Jain University and Ms. Arathi Ganesan published her paper 
in Journal of Phys. B: Atomic, Molecular and Optical Physics. The other authors of the paver titled ‘Photionization 
of the 5s subshell of Ba in the region of the second Cooper minimum: cross sections and angular distributions’ 
are Arathi Ganesan, Gagan B Pradhan, V Radojevic, S T Manson and P C Deshmukh wit affiliations to different 
universities in India and abroad. In the paper the photoionization of Ba 5s in the high-energy Cooper minimum 
region has been investigated using the relativistic-random-phase approximation and the relativistic-random- 
phase approximation with relaxation. It has been published in Volume 46 of the Journal. in another publication 
Dr. Dinesh, Asst. Professor from the Department of Physics came together with H.D. Che ndrashekhar and 


LCS Murthy from Bangalore University to author the paper on ,‘Effect of the Temperature and Humidity on the 


Dielectric Properties of TiO2 Thin Films Prepared by Spray Pyrolysis Technique’. The paper has been published 


in the fifth issue of the International Journal of Science and Technology. It is based on the studies of effect of the 
temperature and humidity on the dielectric properties such as dielectric constant and dissipation factor of the 
anatase phase structure of the TiO2 film. 
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CERSSE, Jain University contributes towards 
development of Federalism in Myanmar 


D: Sandeep Shastri, Director CERSSE and Pro- Vice Chancellor, Jain University, a well known political scientist 
and analyst was the chief resource person for two separate sessions held at Nay Pui Daw in Myanmar at the 
workshop on Capacity Building for Democratic Transition and Good Governance between 1o-12th of August. 

The sessions were aimed at the Members of the Parliament and people from the Civil Services of Myanmar 
respectively. The workshop was jointly organized by the Forum of Federation and Myanmar Egress, a non-profit 
organization of Myanmar funded by the scholars and social workers from Myanmar who are engaged in different 
activities pertaining to the civil society. Prior to this Dr. Shastri had also presented a paper titled ‘Federalism and 
Democratization: The International Experience at a Panel Discussion’ organized by Myanmar Egress. 


Contributions to Psychology 


D: Shailaja Shastri, Head, Department of Psychology at Jain University 


published a research paper along with Jindow Joseph, a research 
scholar at the University on ‘The Turnover Intention And Turnover In 
Indian IT Industry -HR Personnel Perspective’, in the International 
Journal of Innovative Research and Development. The paper was based 
on a preliminary study to unearth potential variables for the study of 
turnover intention and turnover in the Indian IT industry. Dr. Shailaja 
also published a research paper along with Veena N. The paper titled 
‘Achievement Motivation Among Students’ published in the 8th issue 
of the Indian Journal of Research focused on whether the achievement 
motivation depended on variables such as disciplines/courses, academic 
performance and gender. 


From the Centre of Indian 
Psychology, Jain University 


enefits of Yoga have been acknowledged by the entire world and the 

Centre for Indian Psychology at Jain University is engaged actively 
in research on yoga and its related aspects. Dr. Anuradha Choudry and 
Dr. Vinayachandra B. K., Research Associates at the Centre for Indian 
Psychology were recently invited by the European Union of Yoga to 
conduct a workshop on ‘Yoga Psychology: A Tool to Know Oneself 
at the 4oth International Yoga Congress at Zinal, Switzerland. The 
workshop took place between 18th to 24th August 2013. About 25 yoga 
teachers from across European countries participated in the workshop. 
Dr. Anuradha and Dr. Vinay also delivered lectures on two different 
topics related to Indian Psychology at the Ghent University, Belgium 
organized by India Studies Programme on September 3rd. While Dr. 
Anuradha delivered a lecture on ‘Interpreting Sukham: A New Approach 
to Happiness Studies’, Dr. Vinayachandra delivered a lecture on 
‘Understanding Happiness: An Indic Perspective’. 


Workshop on 
Jain Studies 


Aa on Jain Studies 
was conducted on September 
7 at Jain University in association 
with the Sumeru Foundation. It 
focused on three broad themes, Jain 
Ethics- Modern Perspective, Jain 
Temples as a Centre for Social and 
Cultural Activities and Propagation 
of Jainism- A New Approach. 

The workshop witnessed a wide 
participation from scholars on Jain 
Studies, students of Jainism and 
people in general with an interest 
in the area. Dr. Rekha Jain, Heading 
the Department for Jain Studies at 
Jain University said, “We received 
20 papers on the outlined topics 
and the workshop was a great 
success.” The inaugural session 

of the workshop was presided 

over by Dr. Jeevandhar Kumar, 
Hothpethe, Director of National 
Institute of Prakrit and Sanskrit, 
Shravanbelagola while the Guests 
of honor were Col Ashok, Director 
R V Institutions and Jain Scholar 
Dr Hamppanna. Best papers were 
selected from amongst the presenters 


and felicitated for their efforts. 
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Humour and Art combined-Cartoons and their 
creators have been the conscience keepers of the 
society through this versatile brand of expression 
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Words: Anumeha Verma 
Photographs: Rahul Devnath 
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Can you imagine a world without humour? What 
would be our plight if we had to toil from morning to 
evening devoid of all comical aspects that add spice to 
our lives? Cartoons are like the much needed dash of 
lemon to add that zing to a dish and save the harsh 
truths from becoming too bitter. 


he still burning flames of Andhra 

Pradesh after the division of the state 

was announced, may still be scorching 
everyones heart yet one cannot help but smile 
at the pictorial representation of the Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi with a knife trying 
to cut a cake with the icing reading ‘Andhra’ 
without much success. 

‘They have delighted our senses and lifted 
the turned down corners of our mouth on 
several occasions through the haze of political 
conundrums, inflated energy bills, shooting 
prices of onions, bureaucratic ecosystems and 
ever increasing demands of life. Witticisms laced 
with sharp humour weaved in illustrations and 
economically chosen words, editorial cartoons 
have tickled the funny bone of the readers with 
panache through chaos and crises. 

There is seldom an event or phenomenon 
that a cartoonist misses. The sheer variety of 
subjects that these comical representations have 
captured is staggering. In fact, it would not be 
exaggeration to say that editorial cartoons are 
too eclectic to be captured in a single frame. 

However, they lend themselves beautifully 
as amedium of communication and are powerful 
vehicles for delivering messages in a form that 
is understood by one and all. Be it Martin 


Luther King from the 16th century Italy who 


used Lucas Carnachs sketch in the pamphlet 
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‘Passional Christi and Antichristi’ or Benjamin 
Franklin in the 18th century whose cartoon 
Join or Die’ became iconic, several thinkers and 
leaders have used cartoons to project strong 
ideas. Martin Luther used cartoons to illustrate 
the requirement for reforms in the then church. 
Franklin, on the other hand, projected a snake 
divided into pieces, each piece representing 
a colony, showcasing the disjointed state of 
colonies in America. Writes Dan Backer from 
the University of Virginia, “Franklin's snake had 
established a connection between a drawing 
and a specific political idea in the American 
imagination.” His drawing placed the pieces 
of snake next to each other and played on the 
popular belief that if you place pieces of a dead 
snakes next to each other, it would come alive. 
Though the cartoons were a late entrant in 
India, their significance as a powerful media were 
grasped quickly by those with witty minds and 
a sense of humour. The practicing cartoonists of 
today’s era consider K. Shankar Pillai, popularly 


called ‘Shankar’ as the Father of Indian 


Cartooning. Shankar, a law graduate became a 
self taught cartoonist and practiced his art since 
the pre-independence era. He began with the 
Free Press Journal and the Bombay Chronicle 
and then joined the Hindustan Times as a staff 
cartoonist. The British officials might have made 
all attempts to crush the freedom movery it i 
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India but Shankar's cartoons were appreciated even by 
those he targeted. Alaka Shankar peas life and work 
in her book titled, Shankar and writes, “...Shankar drew 
a cartoon of Viceroy Lord Linlithgow, denen him as 
Goddess Bhadrakali standing over a burning body in the 
graveyard.” Though he feared that this cartoon would 
be the end of his career, he was called by the Viceroy’s 
office and requested to send a signed copy of the original 
cartoon. Needless to say that the Viceroy was pleasantly 
amused by Shankar's pun. 

Later, Shankar came up with Shankar's Weekly, 
Indias answer to the British magazine Punch. It became 
a haven for several cartoonists. Among these one was 
V.G. Narendra. He was pursuing career as a cartoonist in 
Bombay and publishing in magazines such as Illustrated 
Weekly and Dharmyug apart from the newspapers when 
his work was noticed by Shankar and Narendra V.G. 
became a part of the publication and worked closely 
with the legendary cartoonist. “Shankar Pillai was a great 
cartoonist. His wit and humour spared no one and he was 
appreciated by one and all” Narendra later on returned 
to Bangalore to pursue his career after Shankar's Weekly 
was closed down during Emergency. He is at present 
the Chairman of the Indian Institute of Cartoonists 


in Bangalore. 
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Art with a Modern Touch 
Rasheed Kappan, 


Journalist and Cartoonist 


66 o one can train a person to have sense of humour, 
N that is in built? says Rasheed Kappan who tickles 
the readers with his one-liners and innovative visuals. 
Rasheed has worked for different newspapers and is 
at present working as the City Bureau Chief of Deccan 
Herald. His experimentation with illustrations began when 
he started drawing for the education pages of Times of 
India. Later on while working with The Hindu, he covered 
a workshop on cartoons. The three day workshop set the 
stage for Kappan drawing cartoons more regularly. Apart 
from publishing with national dailies such as Times of 
India, The Hindu and Deccan Herald, Rasheed has done 
several joint and so.o exhibitions on various themes. His 
last solo show was in 2011. "My exhibition, Newstalgia, in 
2011 was a sort of social commentary on the happenings 
of the four preceding years. It was tracking of events 
in a light hearted and visually appealing way” 

In one of its first kind of initiatives Newstalgia 
also had cartoons exhibited for the visually 
challenged. ‘| had used a special paint to 

make cartoons, where lines could be felt. | had 

given the captions to the National Association 
for Blind that had translated them into Braille” 
Since Rasheed has an interest in graphic 
designing, he combines the two. “It is 
something cailed graphic cartoons; 
explains Rasheed who has 
experimented with a number of 
styles over the years. At present 
Rasheed is drawing cartoons 
for the Sunday Herald. He 
has also taken his cartoons 
to a unique venture of his 
called, Kappansky. Funny 
and intriguing cartoons 
adorning everyday stuff 
such as mugs, calendars, 
hangings, posters and a 
number of other things, this 
range is a definite hit with 
those who consider humour 
and colour to be an essential 
part of their lives. 
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The Veteran Cartoonist 


V.G. Narendra, Cartoonist and Chairman, 
Indian Institute of Cartoonists, Bangalore 


ow did a Physics and Mathematics major become a cartoonist? 

V.G. Narendra who has been with the industry for several 
decades quips,“ used to draw cartoons since my school days and 
many of these were published on the front page of the newspapers 
encouraging me to follow the profession once | was out of college” 
He had worked in Mumbai and Delhi with legendary figures 
such as Shankar Pillai and Anant Pai before coming to Bangalore 
and working for a number of Kannada and English publications 
including Samyukta Karnataka, Kannada Pradbha and the New 
Indian Express. As one of the masterminds behind Indian Institute 
of Cartoonists, the first of its kind of association in India, he is still 
closely associated with the profession. The institute is supported 
by Mr. Ashok Khemi from Nandi Infrastructure and is actively 
engaged in conducting workshops and exhibitions throughout the 


year. “Several cartoonists have exhibited with us and released their f 


books here. We have hosted many senior cartoonists such as R K 
Laxman,Abu Abraham and Mario Miranda among others’ In six Me 
years the institute has organized more than 88 exhibitions. It also i 


has a conference room and a library with a hoard of information on 
cartoons. From drawing cartoons for several decades to nurturing 


budding cartoonists and creating a space for this creative 
expression, V.G. Narendra continues to pursue the passion that y 


filled his childhood days. 


Whether the cartoonists belonged 
to U.K., U.S., India or any other country 
in the world, analyzing some of the 
greatest cartoons ever sketched reveals 
they have one thing in common- they 
are down to earth and non- pretentious, 
cutting down complicated, multilayered 
issues to simple comprehensible facts. 
A living example is the cartoons of R K 
Laxman, who keeps it straightforward 
and to the point. Laxmans famed 
creation the Common Man scores by the 
very simplicity of the concept behind it, 
the mute bewildered common man who 
stays a silent spectator as leaders beg 
for his votes, as politicians fight, as the 
red tape increases. “The iconic status of 


‘Common Man is a real tribute to the 
art of cartooning in India, not just to 
the legendary RK Laxman. “Common 
man represents the rich tradition of 
editorial cartooning in India and also to 
the freedom enjoyed by cartoonists in 
the country,” says Sathish Acharya, a self 
taught cartoonist. 

Though Laxman embraced political 
cartooning, there are other cartoonists 
who shy away from politics and focus 
more on the social aspects. Mario 
Miranda 
who won accolades with his artistic 


was one such cartoonist 
commentary on society. Says Rasheed 
Kappan, City Bureau Chief of Deccan 


Herald and a cartoonist, “Mario Miranda 
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was a great cartoonist who took up social 


issues. He used to draw cartoons on 
the way people talk, different lifestyles, 
conflicts between the society and the 
government.’ Mumbai, the city where 
Mario had based itself always occupied 
a special in his cartoons even though he 
chronicled the nuances of several other 
cities of the world. 

With so many different genres in 
cartooning, do the criteria for a good 
cartoon change with the subject it dwells 
on? Rasheed Kappan feels that it more 
or less remains the same. “The cartoons 
differ in style and substance depending 
on a particular cartoonist. But it should 


be uncluttered and the focus should be 
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Breaking the Burriers 


Yahthi Siddakatte (Yathish Shettigar), Senior Graphic 
Designer, Infosys and freelance cartoonist 


athish Siddakatte, also known as Yathish Shettigar has worked full time 
en Deccan Herald for more than eight years. His cartoons have also 
been published in Times of India, TimeOut Bengaluru, Prajavani, Hosadigantha 
and a number of other newspapers and magazines. With a Masters degree in 
Painting from Karnataka Chitrakala Parishath, Bangalore, Yathish was drawn 
into the field of cartooning by his maternal uncle and elder brother. By high 
school he had started drawing cartoons that depicted social issues. “Reading 
newspapers also influenced me a lot and it made me realize that through 
this medium of communication | can reach a large number of people without 
language barriers. His cartoons have been exhibited in several national 
and international cartoon exhibitions including exhibitions organized by 
Hindustan Times, New Delhi, International cartoon exhibitions held by 
World Press Cartoon in Sintra, Portugal (5 times in a row), Association of the 
Lleida Eix Commercial in Spain(3 times), Iran, Italy among a number of other 
countries. Yathish has recently moved from media to the IT sector which 
has put several demands on his time but he still finds time to delve into his 
Passion - drawing cartoons. He is of the opinion that updating oneself on the 

news is very important. “I feel that visuals and witty 

lines should support each other in a cartoon” 








30 laventure | October 201 





on the message so that the reader can 
take one leok at it and grasp the meaning. 
In short, « good cartoon requires clarity 
of though.” 

Carteons are built on a repertoire of 
visuals, the idea behind a few words, and 
the cartoenist who is drawing it has to 
maintain « balance between the three. As 
puts Sathish Acharya, “Editorial cartoon 
is a piece of opinion in a humorous 
illustration. So there are three elements 
in an editorial cartoon, journalism 
(opinion on news), art and humour. 
Editorial cartoonist is three professionals 
combined into one.” 

Narendra V.G. perhaps describes 
the role a cartoonist plays very succinctly 
when he says, “Every editorial cartoonist 
at heart is an activist. A cartoonist acts 
as a mirror to the society and the system 
and send: across his message with a 
touch of hamour.” 

Pun and a sense of humour are the 
most potent weapons in a cartoonist’s 
arsenal. However, to fire the salves, he 
requires 2 medium. Traditionally, the 
print mecia has been the playground 


for cartoonists. But, with changing 

















times and technology, other channels 
are emerging gradually. Today, a host 
of cartoons are found online and social 
media is adding new dimensions to the 
art of cartooning. “Social media is a place 
where I sometimes draw inspiration 
for my cartoons. It is a great place to 
showcase your cartoons and stumble 
upon ideas,’ says Rasheed Kappan. He 
frequently updates humorous one liners 
on his Facebook page. 

Several of the present generation 
cartoonists agree with the same. Social 
media has lead to a wider circulation 
for cartoons and it is inspiring young 
cartoonists to come forward and showcase 
their work. It also gives cartoonists 
instant feedback from readers. “Social 
media gives a cartoonist an opportunity 


to interact with the readers. Through 


following be Passion 


Satish Acharya, Cartoonist 


SPOTLIGHT B 


social media we can reach readers no 


matter to which newspaper or magazine 





















they subscribe to,” says Yathish, a well 
known cartoonist and graphic designer. 
He feels that a cartoonist can always take 
a cue from the instant feedbacks and 
improve his creations. 
blocks 


were made to print cartoons to the 


From the time when 
present day when they are scanned to 
computers, the ways in which cartoons 
are produced might have changed but 
the intent of editorial cartoons remains 
the same- conveying important messages 
on happenings all around us with a 
rib tickling humour. Perhaps it is this 
purpose that has made this creative 
form of expression strike a chord with 
everyone, from the common man to 


those who sit in the seats of power. & 


o issues are regularly a target of Satish’s pun- cricket and 
politics. Armed with an MBA in Finance, Satish was all set in the 

corporate sector. But briefly into his career, he realized his love for 
cartooning and took the risk of following his heart. It may have taken 
him ten years to establish himself as a cartoonist but Satish has a 
huge fan following today both in the traditional and the New Media. 
“My earliest inspiration for cartoons came from Amar Chitra Katha. 
Later the cartoons of R K Laxman and Mario Miranda in Illustrated 
Weekly inspired me? says the Mangalore based cartoonist. Satish 
used to draw in school as everyone else and his interest in drawing 
continued even after leaving school. In fact, as he grew up, drawing 
for him became a passion. He follows a traditional process for 
drawing cartoons. “I plan my cartoon with a rough pencil sketch and 
then ink it using pen/brush/sketch pen etc. | then scan the cartoons 
to computer to colour them digitally’ 

His cartoons have appeared in Mid Day, Times of India and a 













number of kannada publications as well. Though Satish is very much 
a self-taught cartoonist, he feels some training may help. “I feel 

formal training in art could help you in drawing well. But generating 
ideas cannot be taught. It has to come from reading and analysing: 
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“The best way to predict fiture is 
to invent it” -Alan Kay 
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“I remember in 2007 I had come to the global 
campus for an inspection as the Special Officer of 
VTU. At that time, I was looking forward to do 
something new, innovative and challenging and Dr. 
Roychand suggested that I could be with the Jain 
Group, shared Dr. Venkatesh who also happens 
to be the Dean of Research and Engineering, Jain 
University. 

With a Ph.D degree in Nano Engineering from 
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc.), Bangalore 
and more than 20 years of experience spanning over 
industry, academics and research organizations, 
Dr. Venkatesh explored different options. Prior to 
venturing at Jain University he had already worked 





omething flying in the sky grabs attention at the 
Global Campus of Jain University. A closer look 
reveals researchers from Centre for Emerging 
Technologies (CET) are testing one of their Micro 
Air Vehicles. Inside in the Centre’s lab some 
people are busy taking observations, others are 
computing and some of the scientists are working 
on the prototypes. Research and development 
activities are in full swing. It all began with Dr. Krishna 
Venkatesh, the Director of CET having meetings with the 
officials from the JGI group. 


with organizations such as National Aerospace 
Laboratory (NAL), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 
Defence Research and Development Organizations 
(DRDO), Visvesvaraya Technological University 
(VTU) and a number of other organizations from 
the industrial sector. This gave him insight into the 
needs of present day and the emerging areas where 
research was lacking. 

After several deliberations, Dr. Venkatesh came 
up with the idea of CET which was going to look at 
technological development in a multidisciplinary 
mode. The biggest challenge was to put together 
a team with different skill sets to bring to fruition 


a research centre with a multi-dimensional 


re ne ee 
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approach. “The idea was to provide means to 
motivated individuals to really develop themselves 
and new things.” Finally, 10 people from different 
institutions and industry came together to form 
CET and the functioning of the research centre 
began towards the end of 2007. Today, it is a 30 
member strong team actively engaged in research 
and teaching with 150 students pursuing M.Tech in 
different disciplines apart from doctoral scholars. It 
is one of its kind initiatives undertaken by a private 


institution to promote research and development. 


TECHNOLOGY- NEW AND EMERGING 


Technology has to be very dynamic today. 
Researchers and scientists are expected to stay a 
step ahead. It is not just about finding solutions to 
problems but anticipating them. Keeping this in 
mind the research at CET takes a futuristic view 
while keeping the present scenario in mind. Besides 
the emphasis is also on “raising public and industrial 
awareness to the importance of technology towards 
a sustainable growth of the industrial Indian 
society. 

In this quest the design of the centre has 
been inspired by taking an analogy from nature 
and the Centre has been modelled along the 


lines of the solar system. Similar to nine planets 


" The biggest challenge was to put 
together a team with different skil 
sets to bring to fruition a research ` 
centre with a multi-dimensional 

approach. The idea was to provide 
individuals 






means to motivate 
to really develop the! 
and new things.” 


DR. KRISHNA VENKATESH 
Director-CET & Dean-Research 


there are nine domains in which research is 
being addressed at present at this growing hub of 
technological development at Jain University. These 
are Tribology, Energy, Knowledge Management, 
Digital Signal Processing (DSP) & Radio Frequency 
(RF) 


Engineering, Food Technology, Insect Mechanics, 


Communication, Nanobiosciences and 
Aero & Space and Mechatronics. 

For a unit such as CET, the translation of 
research into practical application becomes very 
significant. And there are a host of areas where 
prototypes are being developed. The spotlight is 
always on innovation. Consequently, the scientists 
at CET are working on technologies that few 
others are even thinking of at this point in India. 
One particularly interesting area where research 
is being conducted at the centre is the Micro Air 
Vehicles (MAVs). These MAVs are autonomous 
aerial systems capable of that can be used for both 
civil and military operations. “MAVs can be used 
for both reconnaissance and surveillance. Let us 
say there has been an earthquake 
and it is humanly 
impossible to reach 
the area. These 
autonomous 


systems can 
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be flown there. They can take pictures and send 
them in real time to make an assessment of the 
damage done,’ explained Dr. Venkatesh. Besides, 
MAVs have applications in biochemical sensing, 
assessment of damage during wars, wildlife survey, 
crop mapping, power line monitoring and many 
others. 

Most of the research being done at CET is 
very much application based. Dr. TGS Moorthy 
and Prof. N Narasimha Swamy, senior Professors 
associated with CET from the field of Electronics 
and Communication and Electronics and 


Electrical respectively, with more than six decades 


of experience are of the opinion that the scope of 


activities at CET cover a wide mileu. “This centre 
is looking at areas that are related to current 
developments and the research here is being done 
with a view towards adding value to the society, 

said Prof. N Narasimha 


Swamy who has worked 


N. Swamy talked of social impact of research, Dr. 
Moorthy gave an insight into the need for research 
in industries. A scientist and academician with 
specialization in Communication, he has also 
served in prominent administrative positions 
in universities as well as bodies such as UPSC. 
According to him, “The corporate sector too 
requires R&D. And, here I am not just talking about 
the application oriented software that the industry 
uses. For instance, a company such as Philips has 
a very strong R&D cell and most of the companies 
preter to hire postgraduates for their R&D cells. 
Dr. Moorthy remarked that a Masters programme 
bridges the gap between undergraduate studies and 
research and the M.Tech programmes at CET are 
making a contribution towards it. 

Scientists working with CET are involved in 
research across multiple domains. Dr. Ravi Kumar K 
is one of the scientists at CET closely working in the 


area of nanobiosciences, biotechnology and food 


THE BUDDING SCIENTISTS 
Team of young scientists at CET working on 
latest trends in Science & Technology 


with a number of prestigious technology. A Biotechnologist by profession, he 


institutions. While Prof. 


carries with him more than ten years of experience 








working in a number of (postdoctoral) positions in 
Northwestern University and LSU Health Sciences 
Centre, U.S.A. Developing therapeutic 
enzymes is one of the aims of his 
research at the Centre. “Enzymes have 
certain properties that make them very 
efficient drugs. At present we are working 
on therapeutic enzymes which have applications 
in the treatment of cancer and other diseases,’ 
explained Dr.Ravi Kumar. Apart from therapeutic 
enzymes, he is also exploring the options to improve 
activities of food related enzymes. Nano-conjugates 
is another area of research he is involved in. 
Research geared at lessening the stress on 
environment forms another part of activities at 
CET. Prof. Lakshminarayana Bhatta is among one 
of the researchers from CET involved on projects 
dedicated to exploring alternative energy sources 
and reduction of green house gases. He has taught 
for more than 12 years and is currently working 
on CO2 capture and sequestration jointly with 
BHEL and CPRI, Bangalore. “We are working on a 
part of what is called carbon capture and storage. 
Carbon dioxide is one of the major green house 
gases. There is a growing concern on reducing the 
concentration of carbon dioxide in the air. Carbon 
capture and storage is a strategy for the mitigation 
of carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere. 
It has three parts capture, transportation and 
storage.” Prof. Bhatta’s research is concerned with 
the first part, capture whereby he is working on the 
performance evaluation of some solid adsorbents 
which can easily and more readily adsorb carbon 
dioxide from flue gases emitted from power plants, 
iron and steel factories, cement factories and so on. 
One of the biggest challenge today is procuring 
sufficient energy resources. Dr. Ravi Kumar 
and Prof. Bhatta both are conducting research 
in the area of microbial fuel cells that is, usage 
of microbes to generate electricity. The concept 
behind the project is to make use of metabolic 
activities of a microbe during which electrons are 
released. These electrons can be used to produce 
energy. This activity is being collaborated jointly 
with another centre of the University namely, 
Centre for Post Graduate Studies (CPGS) jointly 
With Dr. Aranganathan, Dr. Sudha Deshmukh, 


à Dr. Leela Iyengar, Dr. Sullia and others. 
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"MAVs have applications In 
biochemical sensing, assessment of 

damage during wars, wildlife survey, 
crop mapping, power line monitoring 
and many others.” 


Besides these, researchers at CET are also 
engaged in developing solar based LED lighting 
with smart sensor solutions in their bid to contribute 
towards energy efficiency. 

While some of the scientists at CET are 
looking at combining life sciences and engineering 
and energy to come up with solutions to the 21st 
century problems, others are working on making 
life easier in a world driven by gadgets. Several 
electronic devices, many of which are being 
extensively used such as laptops and cell phones get 
heated up. It is a problem common to several other 
electronic devices as well. Dr. Rama Narasimha K 
from CET is working on components that solve the 
heating problem more efficiently. “Wherever there 
is a volume or weight constraint, heat is generated. 
Traditionally, the manufacturers were using fans 
to solve this. However, heat pipes are being seen 
as better solutions now. I am working on these at 
present, he explained. Dr. Rama Narasimha has 
a Ph.D degree in Thermal Engineering and heads 
the Energy unit. Passionate about research as 
well teaching, he firmly believes that developing 


a research culture is important for nurturing 
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for their R&D cells.” 


DR.T G S MOORTHY 
Professor and Scientist , CET 


engineers with capability to develop innovative 
solutions. 

Nanochemistry is another area where research 
is going on at CET. Dr. Kathyayini H who specializes 
in the discipline is involved with research on 
carbon nanotubes addressing development of 
supercapacitors, catalyst supports, synthesis 
and characterization of nanoparticles for water 
purification. With 16 years of experience and a Ph.D 
in Carbon nanotubes she has worked on different 
projects related to the area. Dr. Kathyayini has also 
been a visiting researcher to FUNDP University and 
Nanocyl, both being located at Belgium. 

The revolutionary growth that we are witnessing 
today, all over the world, would not have been 
possible if there were no machineries and 
machineries would not have been possible without 
two surfaces that interacted in relative motion. 
The science of Tribology is a constantly growing 
field, the significance of which has been accepted 
the world over. Dr. Gopalkrishna K and Dr. C.B. 
Mohan from the Centre are working with different 
aspects of this field. Dr. Gopalkrishna who is also 
involved with developing autonomous systems for 


marine applications also addresses research related 
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to polymer tribology. “I am working on ambient 
curable polymer composites. Usually when there is 
a crack or fissure, the material to repair has to be 
processed at a high temperature. If the same can 
be mixed and used at room temperature, it makes 
everything easier and faster and it can be applied 
to the machinery with minimum of fuss.” He has 
developed a paste that works on these lines. He 
heads the Tribology unit and holds a Ph.D degree 
in Mechanical Engineering and has more than 25 
years of experience in research and teaching. 

Dr. C.B. Mohan on the other hand is working 
on Lubricant Tribology. “The machine tools are 
under constant use causing wear and tear. My 
research is on development of new additive based 
lubricants for machine tool slideway applications 
using characterization of additive based oil with the 
help of a reciprocating tribometer.” Dr. Mohan holds 
a Ph.D in Mechanical Engineering and comes with 
16 years of experience in research and teaching. 

Research being conducted at the centre on 
Tribology, composites and coatings have a number 
of applications for power plants, surface coatings, 
reduction of friction in machinery, development of 


bio lubricants, production of linear guide ways and 
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also as implants in humans. 

What makes this centre of Jain University 
a multidisciplinary entity is the work going on 
in different domains. Talking to the scientists at 
CET brings forth several areas which are relatively 
unheard of in the common parlance. Prof. 
Chandrashekhar K. from the Centre is working on 
Cognitive Radio. He specializes in Electronics and 
Communication with over 19 years of experience 
in academics and research. His research is aimed 
at creating products that can make optimum use 
of radio frequency spectrums, much of which 
are often underutilized. “There are both primary 
and secondary users in a spectrum. The former 
are the licensed users. Once the primary user is 
not using the space, secondary users come on the 
scene. But as soon as the primary user is back, 
the secondary user should immediately vacate the 
space.” Prof. Chandrashekhar’s research is intended 
at automating the entire process using spectrum 
sensing techniques. 
available resources, bandwidth will be reduced and 
more number of channels can be introduced,’ he 


said. 


BUILDING MANPOWER 


CET is a perfect blend of research and teaching. 
While research is being carried out in several 


areas here, the Centre is also conducting well- 


"This centre is looking at 
areas that are related to 


current developments and the. 


research here is being done 


with a view towards adding J 


value to the society.” 


PROF.N.NARASIMHA SWAMY 
Professor with specialisation 
in Electronics & Electrical 
Engineering, CET 
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“If there is optimum usage of 


structured M.Tech programmes. At present the 
Centre is offering M.Tech in five domains, training 
candidates in niche areas of engineering. TUV 
Rheinland being a partner of CET is extending 
its support to the Energy programmes and is also 
making its facilities available to the students. 

Energy is one of the areas in focus for the 
postgraduate programmes being imparted at CET. 
“We started programmes in Energy Engineering 
in collaboration with TUV Rheinland and 
SEQUA. They funded us to the tune of €1,80,000 
and that is how we began the first two energy 
progrmmes in M.Tech,’ informed Dr. Venkatesh. 
The members of team CET opine that energy is 
going to become a crucial factor and the systems 
all over the world are going to require more and 
more trained professionals in the domain of energy. 
According to Dr. Rama Narasimha, the programme 
head for M.Tech Programmes related to Energy 
Engineering, “Going forward, the conventional 
sources of energy are depleting. Renewable 
energy is the way forward, especially wind and 
solar energy. The two programmes are M.Tech 
in Energy Engineering, Energy Management & 
Climate Change Technology. 

Both the programmes have their target set on 
training engineers armed with skills 


to meet the challenges created 








by growing demands on 
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ELECTRONICS & 
COMMUNICATION ENGINEERING 
Prof. Chandrashekar from CET with his team 


energy resources. One of these will be meeting the 
energy needs of a growing population and ensuring 
that they have access to basic requirements such 
as electricity and at the same time mitigating the 
anthropogenic effect on climate change. Developing 
and maintaining sustainable energy systems and 
working on alternative sources of energy that can 
reduce the use of fossil fuels is another area where 
energy engineers would be required. 
Communication Technology is another 
area where the Centre is offering two courses, 
one is M.Tech in RF Communication and the 
other M.Tech in Digital Signal Processing. 
Both being significant areas of communication 
technology have attracted a number of students. 
RF Communication has applications in a number 
of fields including radio, video, data transmissions, 
satellite, microwave, terrestrial tropo scatter and 
optical fibre links. While RF Communication is an 
area which can be traced back to early 20th century, 
Digital Signal Processing is a relatively newer 
field that is gaining more and more significance 
everyday in an increasingly digitized world. It 
spans across electrical engineering, computing, 
mathematics, physical sciences and has applications 
in the field of image processing, neural networks, 


biomedical applications, radar signal processing, 


digital communications, speech processing and 
geophysical data analysis among others. Dr. Moorthy 
pointed out, “RF and DSP are very important areas. 
Almost all the communication that takes place is in 
RF. For instance, we can say that if the world is held 
together today in terms of communication, it is due 
to RE. All satellite communications is microwave 
communication which is basically RE” 

The different batches of M.Tech students 
at CET have interned at several prestigious 
organizations such as Bosch, Philips, BPL, ICON, 
ISRO, IISc., DRDO, TUV, HAL, NAL, Ingersoll 
Rand, Avni Energy, Avasarla. Maxwatt, Continental 
and a numbef of others. Dr. Chandrashekar along 
with Dr. Moorthy, Deepak Ingale, Jagadeesh B C 
and Bhanuprakash address the Master’s programme 
on DSP and RF communication. Deepak and 
Jagadeesh predominantly work on aspects relating 
to VLSI and Embedded design. 


PARTNERS IN GROWTH 


Emerging technologies and their development 
across disciplines of engineering and science is 
the major component of CET’s mandate. However, 
while being actively involved in research, the team 
CET has also successfully created a very strong 
industry interface. In all the developed nations of 
the world, there is a strong link between industries 
and research centres at the universities. These strong 
partnerships have played a major role in boosting 
research and development in these nations. And 
CET is on its way to emulate somewhat similar 
patterns. “We have entered into collaborations with 
different industries, research organizations and 
other universities,” informed Dr. Venkatesh. 

These collaborations have added a significant 
leverage for the Centre. As Dr. Gopalakrishna puts 
it in words, “It is very much important to have an 
industry interface for research and development 
as well as conducting postgraduate programmes.” 
Several M.Tech students have benefitted from 
the CET network. Prof. Chandrashekhar gave 
an example, “One of our students was taken up 
for internship at Philips through our industry- 
academia interface strategy. He did a wonderful job 
and now he is a full-time employee at the company 
after completion of his M.Tech.” There are several 


other instances where students have benefitted 
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from these collaborations. Four students from the 
Centre went to the Concordia University in Canada 
under the Canadian Commonwealth Programme 
and spent a semester. Being aptly networked has 
also helped CET to pick up several live problems 
from the energy based industries and scientists 
are working on providing solutions to them, thus 
opening new vistas for application based research, 
the Centre’s forte. Also, it has helped academic 
members to go and learn with the different partners 
of CET and vice versa. 

The research going on at the centre has 
attracted significant amount of funding and CET 
is actively engaged in completing funded projects 
from a number of prestigious agencies such as the 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), 
Ministry of New and-Renewable Energy (MNRE), 
Defence Research and Development Organization 
(DRDO), HAL- Edgewood and 
of Space (DOS) among others. The centre also 


Department 


has numerous transnational initiatives country 
and domain specific, with the likes of Scottish 
Microelectronics Centre of UK, Festo and TUV 
Rheinland from Germany, Assystem from France, 
Magna, University of Concordia from Canada and 
others. 

The quality of research and development 
activity and the innovative approach of CET 
towards technological advancement have also made 
it a hub for consultancy that has attracted several 
organizations to choose the research centre for their 


projects 


GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES 


Developing indigenous solutions through research 
and development is an issue which is being debated 
by the scientists, researchers and policymakers 
at all the levels today. There is a shortage of staff 
in hardcore engineering and technology. As Dr. 
Venkatesh puts it, “Today, what we need to do is to 
look for talented people and groom them from day 
one so that they can enter into hardcore research 
in different areas of engineering.’ CET being a rare 
multi-disciplinary research centre catering to the 
current and emerging technologies has become 
a source of inspiration for not just experienced 
scientists but also young engineers, many of whom 


have decided to forego their jobs in the industry 
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RESEARCH IN ENERGY ENGINEERING 
Prof. Lakshminarayan Bhatta and his team 





AERO AND SPACE 
Team at CET working on MAVs 


to continue with their passion for research. Mr. 
Krishna Kishore is one such individual who left the 
corporate sector to become a part of CET in 2007 
and feels that working at CET has been a novel 
experience. “It is a very supportive and friendly 
atmosphere, where we are given the creative 
freedom to think and innovate. We are working on 
areas that are unique not only in the country but 
also which are also comparatively new the world 


over. It is like being a part of something that is in its 
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NANO-CHEMISTRY 
Dr. Kathyayini and her team 
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early stages of development and working at a place 
like CET helps,” said Mr. Kishore. He is working on 
the dynamics of flight control at present along with 
Lohit, Hari and other team members. 

An ecosystem such as CET that is output 
based while imparting knowledge encourages 
young science and engineering graduates to enter 
the academic set up and get involved into serious 
research, building their skill set. The activities 
being multidisciplinary is seen as an advantage by 
many of its young members. On the engineering 
side, the young brigade of Lohit, Shravan, Jagadeesh 
Kumar, Pradeep Hari, Prasanna, Vivek, Anurag, 
Raghu, Gautam, Bharathi and others who are 
working at CET for the past couple of years have 
found it to be a great advantage. “We started with 
embedded systems and then were engaged in 
developing some of the in house tools. After that we 
moved onto Android applications and now we are 
into developing exotic and exciting fields systems 


development such as Nano air vehicles, Robo fish, 





amphibians, greases, heat pipes, databases and 
cloud computing. 

Compare this with the young turks from 
like Minchitha, 


Sukrutha, Ushma, Venkatkrishna, Chaitra, Sharon 


sciences Swetha, Maheshwari, 
and others who work on numerous funded projects 
in the domains such as microbiology, biochemistry, 
industrial chemistry, biotech, environment and a 
host of others say that the joining the Centre has 
made them what they are today “This has enabled 
us to develop multidisciplinary skills and we work 
as one with our engineering counterparts,” is what 
they say. 

A place like CET has also helped students 
from engineering background to gain hands 
on experience by working along with the team 
members on a number of projects. Shared Mr. 
Kishore who has been working with students on 
different projects for some time now, “I realized 
that all the students need is exposure. Once they are 


given a channel to develop they can achieve a lot.” 
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PROMOTING AND PROTECTING 
INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 

The fruit of any research and development activity 
is the product of intellect. CET, a dedicated 
research centre produces a considerable amount 
of intellectual wealth. Retaining it and protecting 
is also a very significant area that CET is looking 
at as a research organization. There is a full fledged 
Knowledge Management wing Dr. S. Rama Murthy, 
Head of the Knowledge Management. CET and 
a member of Panel of Scientific Advisors to 
Controller General of Patents, Designs, and Trade 
Marks, Govt. of India and other Advisory bodies 
emphasizes on the need for protection of intellectual 
capital. “Intellectual property can be protected 
as Copyright, patents, trademarks, designs and 
geographical indications among others. “Research 
outputs are patented and as per the Indian rules, 
programmes and software is protected under the 
copyright. We have filed seven patents under the 
aegis of CET? informed Dr. Rama Murthy. 


SHARING KNOWLEDGE 


A scientist works on a particular concept in a chosen 
area. He or she makes progress on the same and gets 
some interesting findings. The next question is how 
can it be shared for the benefit the society and other 
members of the academic and research fraternity? 
Conferences and publications have traditionally 
been the record keepers of research going on in 
different domains and their significance remains 
unchanged with the passage of time. Even today, 
publications, online and printed are one of the 
major sources of information dissemination. 
Every year all the members of CET are 
not only actively involved in research and 
development but also in showcasing their 
research outcome through publications in 
reputed journals and paper presentations 
at International and National Conferences. 
The researchers at CET from different 
divisions have published papers in indexed 
journals with high impact factors. Scopus, 
Thomson Reuteurs, Emerald and Sage 
are some of the prestigious databases 
where their contributions feature. The 
researchers from CET have published and 


have papers under review in prestigious 
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RESEARCH IN TRIBOLOGY 
Prof. Gopalkrishna, Prof. Rama Murthy, Prof. C.B. Mohan, 
Prof, Rama Narasimha and their team members 


journals such as Wear, Journal of Applied Fluid 
Mechanics, Journal of American Ceramic Society, 
IEEE Explorer, Industrial Lubrication & Tribology, 
Journal of Thermoplastic Composite Materials, 
Chinese Journal of Catalysis, International Journal 
of Numerical Methods for Heat and Fluid Flow, 
Starch, Photochemistry & Photobiology and to 
name a few prominent ones. 

The papers published by members of CET are 
not just published in reputed journals but have also 
received appreciation in the scientific and academic 
circles. One of the papers authored by Dr. Rama 
Narasimha has featured among the top 10 papers 
globally in the Emerald Literari in 2010. And that is 
just one among the several honours. 

Apart from publications in the journals, 
paper presentations at national and international 
conferences constitute significant part of ongoing 
activities at CET. The members have presented 
papers in various prestigious institutions in India 
and abroad once again establishing the centre's 
reputation to bea research organization with a vision 
of being a global hub for emerging technologies. 


PROVIDING PLATFORMS 


While researchers from CET are engaged in 
publishing and presentation of papers, the research 
centre itself organizes a number of academic 
and competitive events throughout the year 
independently and in collaboration with different 


organizations. Some of the prominent events 
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organized by CET are Innovate India with iy the researchers and scientists 


National Development Research Corporation 


(NRDC), Technology Conclave where members from CET excel, they have never left 
from industry and academia came together, any stone untu rned in nurtu ring 
MEMS Innovation Fest, MAV Workshop and i à ; 
National Seminar on Innovational Metal Repair the engineering students of Jain 


Tehiniguerant others. University to make their mark.” 
ACCOLADES AND HONOURS 


Ever since its inception, CET has made valuable 
















contributions through its research, teaching 
and practical training being provided 
to the students and young 
engineers who have chosen 
to work at the Centres The 
Centre members have 
been conferred several 


awards and honours by 


RESEARCH IN NANO- 
BIOSCIENCES 
Dr. Ravikumar K 
and his team 
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Indian and international bodies for their merit and 
innovative initiatives. 

Looking at the list of honours acquired by 
CET and its members, it would be most opportune 
to say that the centre has been accepted as a hub 
for technology as well enterprising spirit from 
various quarters. 2009 witnessed the research centre 
winning Most Innovative Enterprise of the Year 
Award while in 2010, Dr. Venkatesh was awarded 
the Platinum Jubilee Award by the prestigious 
Indian Institute of Engineers for outstanding 
contribution to engineering. Healthy competition 
is something that CET thrives on and whenever 
challenged, its members come up with the best. 

The researchers and scientists associated with 
CET have memberships in various prestigious 
academic, research and_ professional bodies. 
Nationally and internationally acclaimed in 
their fields, they are sought after by a number of 
agencies. Dr. Krishna Venkatesh, the Director of 
CET, among his various other achievements has 
also been the member of the Steering Committee 
for TUV Rheinland for the last four years while Dr. 
Rama Murthy is Scientific Advisor to the Controller 
General of Patents and Trade Marks (India). 

As the researchers and scientists from CET 
excel, they have never left any stone unturned 
in nurturing the engineering students of Jain 
University to make their mark. Under the aegis 
of CET, the students have been winning the SAE 
Micro Air Vehicle Competition at USA regularly 
since 2009 till date brushing aside the challenge 
from over 65 teams worldwide. Besides, they have 
won several competitions in India such as the 
Indian National Academy of Engineering Award 
for design of secondary payload for a microsatellite 
where the students trained under CET won the first 
place and ISRO Small Satellite Design where they 
won the second place, Innovate India first place for 
MAV from NRDC. 


LOOKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE 


“Going forward I want to expand CET with 27 units 
of R&D, create a team of 100 top researchers, attract 
100 Crore research funding and come up with new 
products and technologies in various areas, said 
Dr. Venkatesh, talking about his vision for this 


hub of new and emerging technologies. The centre 


has undoubtedly made a mark. As the population 
grows, the issues related to agriculture, industries as 
well as environment are going to pose increasingly 
challenging scenarios. To find a solution to these 
indigenously, research entities such as CET are very 
much required and will play a still greater role in 
the future. Dr Venkatesh also opines that it is the 
young brigade of research engineers and scientists 
who give a different flavour to research. 

Though CET has been able to attract funds 
from a number of private and government bodies 
with its R&D prowess, the path this enterprise has 
taken is not without its own obstacles. But, with 
the positivity with which the people at the helm of 
affairs look at the hurdles is inspiring. “We have to 
accept the challenges. I agree that research requires 
steady funding and at times it can be tricky but 
we have to be a little more innovative in using our 
scarce and limited resources to develop technology,’ 
said the Director who does not shy away from 
implementing creative solutions. 

The Centre’s mandate has undoubtedly added 
to the research profile of Jain University. It is also 
catering to the needs of the industry and the society 
by pioneering product revolution. But above all, 
it is creating a generation of trained scientists, 
researchers and engineers who would be better 
equipped to cope with the challenges of the 21st 


century as the demands grow and the world shrink. 8 
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T "Dramatics rule the television scene today whether it is 


news or entertainment programmes 
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Words: Anumeha Verma 


A G don't think it is true, I think 
this is a media perception 
which is being hyped by the 
media, the statement was 
made by Mr. Kamal Nath on Devils Advocate 
being aired on CNN IBN in response to Karan 
Thapar’s question: 
belief that both the statement he made on the 
economy as well as the statement he made on 


“There is a widespread 


the missing coalgate files were virtually forced 
out of him by the Opposition. Why is the Prime 
Minister so unforthcoming and so reticent?” 
People may or may not ascribe to the view of 
the Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, 
but it is not the first time that media has been 
accused of creating hype. 

Just two months back, when five Indian 


soldiers were killed in Poonch Sector at the Line 
of Control in Jummu and Kashmir by Pakistan’s 
Army, the media had received criticism from 
different quarters as the television screens went 
up in flames with vitriolic comments and harsh 
barbs aimed at the Government. The analysis 
on television channels left one wondering 
whether the media was actually advocating 
a full blown war. The acerbic comments and 
rhetoric forced a question- whether it was 
genuine ire, objective analysis or the usual 
Pakistan bashing aimed at garnering public 
sympathy and hence viewership. 

The news, especially of unrest and conflicts 
are often telecast as carefully constructed 
spectacles that appeal to the sentiments rather 


than rational thinking, something which was 
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very much evident in the coverage of 
Mumbai attacks in 2009. The 67 hour 
nightmare was covered with in your 


face gory visuals and aggression that 
was lamentable. Adding to the escalating 
tensions were unfounded facts and data 
that were aired live on some channels, 
making even Supreme Court and several 
journalists themselves question the 
meretricious nature of what should have 
been serious news. 

Moving back a little more down 
the memory lane, when then six year 
old Prince fell into an open bore well 
in Haryana, all the television cameras 
diligently stayed there and captured the 
entire 48 hour ordeal with a frenzied 
perseverance. It was important to create 
awareness on the fact that open borewells 
are a hazard but did the news really merit 
48 hour coverage is a question one cannot 
help asking. Or was it done because the 
incident leant itself perfectly to appeal to 
the sentiments of the viewers? 

Sensationalism and dramatisation 
on television has become a part of daily 
viewing and it would be taking a rather 
parochial view of the subject if we are to 
annihilate just the news media on this 
front. Even allowing for the fact that 
television viewing habits have undergone 
phenomenal transformation from the 
good old days of Sunday movies and 
straight non-pretentious talk shows, the 
trends are troubling. 

Several formats on television 
have beautifully leant themselves to 
dramatization and sensationalism. One 
of these is the Reality Shows. Interestingly, 
the popularity of these shows whether 
they are related to music, dance, cooking 
or even the ones portraying daily life 
is on the rise. The families it seems no 
longer get together to watch news but 
the latest season of Bigg Boss. People 
living together, cooped up in a house 
with tensions and emotions running 


high is appealing to the platters greatly. 
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The show has featured some very serious 
fights between the inmates of the house 
as well as use of abusive language that 
has raised eyebrows many a times. The 
question that is more difficult to answer is 
whether these fights are real or scripted? 
And if they are scripted, is serving naked 


emotions, often orchestrated, justified to 


residents of heaven. Lord Shiva has 
fallen prey to the machinations in one 
of the popular shows, Devon ke Dev 
Mahadev, now airing on Life Ok. The 
special effects are undoubtedly far better 
than the earlier mythologies. But, the 
series in itself revolves heavily around 


a heavy dose of romance between Shiva 


"Television with its ability to communicate through 
both audio and visual media is an extremely tempting 
medium to create larger than life spectacles and 
dramatics of an unprecedented scale." 


increase TRP ratings? More importantly 
even if the crass behaviour of inmates 
is so very real, there seems to be little 
justification to air it on a show that is 
dubbed as ‘family entertainment. These 
are not issues that a board of regulation 
can frame rules for and the problem gets 
sorted. It is rather a matter that requires 
introspection on the part of media itself. 
Moving away from reality shows, even 
the scripted soaps on television have no 
connection whatsoever to the daily lives 
of people. They are today offering an 
escape from the mundane by grandiose 
representation of affluent families where 
the lives of the protagonists are afflicted 
by every kind of misery that a human 
being can be susceptible to. Tragedy has 
always had a place in story telling. The 
Greek tragedies so admired to this day 
stand testimony to it. However, what 
soaps are doing today is not promotion 
of art but a trivialization of pain and 
sorrow to appeal to the masses. 

In the race to increase TRPs, let 
alone the human beings, even the Gods 
have not been spared. Television that 
seems to be gradually returning to the 
days of mega-scale mythologies has 
taken up a formula based approach 
towards the Gods too. Taking a cue from 


the success of tear-jerkers, the producers 


are busy attempting to humanize the 


and Parvati. It is easy to make out that 
the roles of Shiva as a father, husband 
and lover is highlighted much more than 
his portrayal as a God. Not only him, all 
the characters have been given a more 
human touch, heightening the human 
emotions and hence their appeal to the 
viewers of today who do not relate to the 
Gods and Goddesses as their previous 
generation. This format might hold its 
appeal as it helps the younger generation 
to relate to the past but it also creates 
a contradiction by portraying a very 
confused representation of mythology. 
What influence it has on culture is a 
question that even social scientists might 
not be able to answer with conviction. 
Television with its ability to 
communicate through both audio and 
visual media is an extremely tempting 
medium to create larger than life spectacles 
and dramatics of an unprecedented scale. 
Unlike theatre that is a one-time affair, 
television is something which features 
in the daily scheme of things enhancing 
the power of the medium manifolds. The 
trends on television therefore, need to be 
watched carefully. High TRPs and growth 
of the industry might look lucrative in the 
short term but sensationalising incidents 
and trivialising important concepts might 
do a more lasting damage than we can 


anticipate at present. 8 
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Time to Revive the 


INDIA GROWTH STORY 


A wave of recent financial concerns had dampened Indian 
economic sentiments, but several national and international 
factors appear to help revive confidence. 
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Words: Prasanth Aby Thomas 


here is no denying of the fact 
that the 
has seen more activity since 
the early 1990s, when the 
government decided to liberalise it. 
Often termed “The India Growth Story’ 
by the media, economic development in 


Indian economy 


this country has since been rather steady, 
despite a handful of skeptics crouching 
ready to pounce. 

Admittedly, although India recorded 
strong indicators during the initial years 
of the past decade, it did slow down later, 
especially as the global financial crisis set 


in. Bureaucratic and political haggling 
weighed the conditions down further. 
Yet analysts were certain that the world’s 
largest democracy did have it in it to pull 
through its idiosyncrasies and emerge as 
a major economic power house. 

But sentiments fell to near all-time 
low recently. The main reason was that 
Rupee slipped to record low levels against 
the US dollar. It didn’t help that many of 
the analysts expressed their concerns on 
the prevailing conditions. 

However, the latest wave of worries 
seems to have subsided now. It would be 
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hard not to see the revival in confidence 
returning to the investors and market 
players. Although India’s problems are 
far from over, we could perhaps feel 
relieved that the ship has begun to sail in 
the right direction again. 

A number of reasons could be 
attributed to the improved sentiments. 
Most important is that some of the key 
economic indicators are bouncing back 
after sliding for months. Engineering 
exports for the month of August turned 
positive after having fallen for four 


straight months, recording a significant 
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So ECONOMIC QUOTIENT 


2.2 per cent gain against the same period a year ago. 
The July industrial exports were also upbeat at 2.6 
per cent gain, marking the first expansion in three 
months. 

The appointment of a new governor for the 
Reserve Bank of India added further enthusiasm. 

It would be fair to say that Raghuram Rajan 
took over reins of India’s central bank at a rather 
difficult point and when the lender was taking a 
lot of flak for not acting enough to boost growth. 
But the former academician and IMF economist 
has so far been hailed as the ideal candidate to pull 
the economy out of the woods. A top columnist 
reportedly called him “Poster Boy of Banking” 
whose “chiselled features are as sharp as his brain’. 

To be fair, he has started office on a rather 
strong note, removing some capital controls and 
indicating that he would take steps in the right 
direction. 

From a political perspective, we could add that 
the Bharatiya Janatha Party's decision to nominate 
Narendra Modi as Prime Minister candidate also 
added to the improvement in sentiments. Modi 
has always been seen as pro-business — according 
to a report by the Mint Newspaper that quoted 
CLSA Asia Pacific Markets Analyst, “The Indian 


stock market's greatest hope... is the emergence of 


Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi as the BJP’s 
prime ministerial candidate.’ 

His nomination was, of course, a widely 
expected decision, but considering the volatility 
in Indian political scene at the moment, each 
announcement is expected to have substantial 
repercussions. 

Some international factors also added fuel. 
Early in September, India entered into an agreement 
with Japan on a currency swap agreement. Further 
the BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa) to set up a $100 billion foreign 
currency reserve pool. 

However, analysts are hoping that the positive 
sentiments do not wither away soon. The United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) governments decision 
to bring P Chidambaram last year to replace Pranab 
Mukherjee had seen a similar upturn of market 
sentiments, but this had not lasted long. 

Nevertheless, UPA has recently given some 
positive signals as well. The Committee on 
Investments has given green light to many projects 


and the Parliament has passed the Land Acquisition 


Bill and Pensions Bill. 


no longer consider itself insulated from global 


The Indian economy can 


financial concerns. Economic sentiments are going 
to be increasingly dependent on how developed 
economies like US and Eurozone, and emerging 


powerhouse like China fare. Since the financial 


"The Committee on Investments has 
given green light to many projects and 
the Parliament has passed the Land 
Acquisition Bill and Pensions Bill." 


meltdown in 2008, the western economies have 
found it tough to get a grip on things, but with 
some strong stimulus and reform measures, they 


are beginning to show signs of improvement. 
j RAGHURAM RAJAN: 


1 Governor of 


According to reports a gauge of US economic 
health indicator posted solid gain in August, while the Reserve 


Bank of India 


a Eurozone investor sentiments survey 
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showed positive results for 


























the first time in about 
two years. Although 
the Chinese economy 
is expected to grow 
at a lesser rate than 
earlier expected, its 
potential can hardly 
be underestimated. 
Indias growth 
is heavily dependent 
on a number of 
factors, both internal 
and external. To be 
fair, it is not an easy task 
to manage such a large and 
diverse country, but policy 
makers will have to come up 
with strong measures to 
ensure that the economy 
remains in growth 


trajectory. @ 
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THE LATEST OS 
Windows 8.1 
comes with a new 


look User Interface 
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Best So Far? 





Another version of Windows is here and this time it seems to 
have outdone its predecessors in more than one way. 
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Words: Rahul Devnath 


here are some things in life that 

you either love or loath but 

definitely can’t afford to ignore. 
Windows, our friendly operating system 
has undeniably been one such part our 
lives. Right from its first instalment, 
Windows operating system has received 
its share of criticism, yet has made a 
mark in the computing arena like no 
other OS till date, and yes that includes 
the MAC OS too. We are in Q4 of 2013, 


which is that time of the year where all 
the bells and whistles are promised in 
the Information Technology market. 
Undeniably 


revolves around the launch of its latest 


Microsofts contention 
version of Windows - the 8.1! 

Eighth in a series! Its analogous 
to graduating to a new ‘classroom for 
many of us, who have grown up seeing 
diverse versions of Microsoft Windows 


on our modest personal computers from 


the days Windows hit the markets. The 
much hyped, Windows 8, when released 
last year, was received with a lot of 
disapproval by PC users all around the 
world, mostly because the new OS lacked 
the regular start menu that weve all 
gotten used to, in favour of a new ‘Metro 
User Interface which seemed to be more 
optimized for touch screen devices than 
anything else. However by the looks 
of it things are bound to get better for 
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Windows 8 users, suggests a sneak peek 
at the latest version. A beta built that is 
circulating on the web gives an idea on 
what new features we can expect in the 
final version. 

Codenamed “Blue? Windows 8.1, 
is introducing a number of changes 
designed to make the new operating 
system more palatable to current 
Windows users. A Start Button, a boot- 
straight-to-desktop option; the ability to 
unpin all Metro apps; built-in tutorials; 
an improved Windows Store and a host 
of other consumer- and business-focused 
features are just a few of the features 
Windows 8.1 is expected to bring. 

One of the OEM manufacturers, 
Toshiba has already endorsed the latest 
offering from Microsoft. In their words, 
“were re-energized by Windows 8.1’, 
and they certainly have launched two 
new tablets to prove it. Either way, it 
is expected that Windows 8.1 is being 
launched alongside a slew new hardware 
products that will be unveiled by other 
OEMs this month. 

As a seasoned Windows user, | 
was never a fan of Windows 8 to start 
with. May be since, like me mainstream 
Windows users originate from Desktop 
segment alone. In fact I'd go so far as to 
say I ostracized the Modern UI which on 
my uber-fast desktop system merely got 
in the way when I was trying to work, 
and to an extent that it slowed me down. 
Every time I wanted to do something 
simple like launch a program it insisted 
on throwing me out of the desktop and 
into a weird tiled nightmare I couldnt 
wait to wake up from but never could. 

Apps on a tablet are great, they are 
meant to do specific odd jobs and you 
need them too. However on a PC, unless 
they’re providing at-a-glance notification 
of something important that a user 
requires, apps are redundant. The same 
holds true for a laptop. The in your face 


apps in a colourful tiled arrangement did 


not go well with several 
users. While I am all for 
embracing the future, it 
should not look like a 
future designed solely for 
a mobile user as it did in 
the case of Windows 8. 
The 


method of launching a 


simple instinctive 


program was replaced 
by an awkward interface. 
The alternative designed 
for tablet users were also not very 
inspiring. Windows 8.1 might not be 
what the traditional users were expecting 
but it’s such a giant leap forward over 
Windows 8 that that it cannot miss 
striking a chord. Given a proper chance, 
most of us should find a really good 
operating system in the latest Windows. 
For starters, one can again boot straight 
to the desktop now, bypassing the Start 
screen. The Modern UI is still there, 
if I feel a pressing need to be modern. 
However, if all I want to do is get on with 
work, or catch up on what the web has to 
offer in a million tabs, then Windows 8.1 
allows me do that as well, just like a tablet 
would do. 

The Apps screen makes it easier 
for the user to fire up the programs 
commonly in use, and one can sort them 
as per one’s requirements. The layout is 
an improvement. Its not a traditional 
Start menu, but it works. And while 
having the desktop wallpaper behind the 
Start and Apps screens is still a major 
drawback (making you feel you're still, in 
some way, on the desktop), it's a welcome 
weakness nonetheless. The Start button 
is far from amazing, but the ability to 
right-click it and shutdown Windows 
makes its inclusion a winner as far as 
a desktop user is concerned. That one 
can also access Task Manager, Control 
Panel, File Explorer and other Windows 
functions act as added bonus. 

What else? The improved SkyDrive 





New Features 


The improved Sky- 
Drive integration is 
great, and so is the 
ability to search the 
web from anywhere. 
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integration is great, and so is the ability 
to search the web from anywhere. ‘The 
Windows Store doesn't look dreadful any 
more, which is good, and it has a number 
of new apps like Food & Drink, Health 
& Fitness and News which are quite 
attractive. 

Ultimately, the best thing about 
Windows 8.1 has to be its ability to let 
users customize their system like never 
before, and not in the alien, twisted 
way Microsoft thinks users should, as 
was the case with Windows 8. Yet, is it 
better than Windows 8? Indeed it is, 
and by a huge margin as well. In fact it 
is way better than any previous version 
of Windows, because at the end, you get 
everything, but still get to choose what 
you require. Admittedly there are some 
elements, which may not be according to 
everyone’ requirements, but the ability 
to fire up programs quickly surely wins 
the bets for me. On the whole the benefits 
of the new OS far and away outweigh the 


downsides. & 
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Going the 
Green Way 





Jain University celebrated the World Green Building 
Week with a three day conference on Energy, 
Environment and Eco-Friendly Buildings. 


he growing onslaught on 

environment and depleting 

natural resources have been an 

issue of concern for some time 
now. With infrastructure mushrooming 
all over planet for different purposes, 
the focus has turned on buildings in 
the brewing cauldron of alarm over 
environmental change. Jain University in 
association with Indian Green Building 
Council (IGBC) and The Indian National 
Academy of Engineering organized a 
three day International conference on 
Energy, Environment and Eco-Friendly 
Buildings from September 19 to 21 
to deliberate on making the buildings 
attuned to the environment. 


Green buildings or environmentally 
friendly construction though a relatively 
modern concept when looked upon in 
today’s context, have actually existed in 
some form or the other ever since human 
beings started building shelters. Our 
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forefathers living in caves were the very 
examples of dwelling in environmentally 
friendly structures. Many structures 
have been discovered in the remains 
of ancient Greek and Roman as well 
as the Indus Valley Civilization where 
attention was paid to optimum usage of 
natural resources while construction. 
Today, we are witnessing unprecedented 
growth in the industries coupled with 
population boom, creating more and 
more demand for infrastructure. With 
changed times, living in caves might not 
be an option but we can certainly learn 
from our ancestors to live in harmony 
with the environment by using the 
techniques at the disposal of the modern 
man. During the three day conference 
many of these techniques were discussed 
by experts from different fields from 
various organizations working on green 
technology, researchers, academicians 
and students from a number of academic 


institutions. The conference began with 
an enlightening inaugural session with 
none other than the well known scientist, 
Dr. V.S. Arunachalam as the Chief Guest 
for the occasion. Dr. Arunachalam was 
the Scientific Advisor to the Defence 
Minister of India for more than a decade 
and has also lead the Defence Research 
and Development Organization 
(DRDO) of India. At present he is the 
Chairman of Centre for Study of Science, 
Technology and Policy, Bangalore. In his 
inaugural address Dr. Arunachalam gave 
an overview of the energy scenario in 
India and the challenges that it entails. 
He pointed out that coal will continue 
to be a major source of energy with us 
but we will have to use it efficiently and 
develop alternative sources of energy 
that can meet a part of the demand. 
He concluded with the words, “We are 
temporary occupants of this space and 
we have to leave it for posterity.” 
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The gathering of scientists, students, 
academicians and industry professionals 
was welcomed by the Chancellor of Jain 
University, Dr. Krishnadas Nair. “With 
growing concern for the environment 
several initiatives have been taken to 
make the buildings eco-friendly and 
energy efficient but much of it has 
not reached the academic institutions 
yet. This conference is an initiative to 
bring together academic institutions, 
architects, engineers and scientists on 
the same platform? Dr. C.G. Krishnadas 
remarked that there was a pressing need 
to create awareness on not just practicing 
but teaching green technology to our 
present and future generation. 

The practical issues involved in 
constructing green buildings were 
introduced by one of the constructors 
who has constantly practiced it, Mr. 
Syed Mohamed Beary, CMD of the 
Bearys Group and Chairman of Beary 
Group of Institutions. He is also the 
Chairman of IGBC, Bangalore Chapter. 
“We have to synchronize a building to 
the environment in order to create better 
living spaces. Simple things can make a 
difference and innovations have to come 
from the young generation,” he said. 

Dr. J. Gururaja, Executive President, 
Renewable Energy Action Forum and 
Former Adviser in the Ministry of New 
Non-Conventional Energy Sources, 
GOI added significantly to the inaugural 
session. “Let us admit that our current 
patters of consumption in terms of water, 
energy and materials are not sustainable. 
Green buildings become of great interest 
because they are guzzlers of water and 
of other materials. I commend Jain 
University for taking up the mantle to 
impart knowledge in this area.” 

The inaugural session was presided 
over by Dr. Roychand, 
President, Jain University Trust. He 
encouraged the students to come up 
with innovative ideas that can help with 
sustainable development and urged 
them to optimally utilize the three days 
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4 ECO FRIENDLY VENTURE: Inaugural session of the three day 
conference held at Jain University 


of conference by learning from some of 
the best brains. “Earth requires green 
technology more than anything today 
and we need to become responsible about 
it? he said. Also present on the occasion 
was Dr. M.R. Pranesh, Jain University. 
The three day conference was 
designed in such a way that it made 
provisions for 
knowledge 
techniques, share intellectual capital on 


experts to impart 


about green building 
the subject and provide an opportunity 
for researchers and students to present 
papers and case studies. 

It was a great learning opportunity 
senior researchers and 
academicians shared their experiences 
and ongoing research. Discussions 


was also held on efficient use of solar 


as several 






energy, energy efficient building 
materials, lighting systems and smart 
buildings and cities, retrofitting of 
existing buildings, organic solvents and 
paintings, rainwater harvesting and case 
studies of green buildings. In one of the 
sessions, Prof. C. Subramanian from Jain 
University presented a paper on role of 
green computing as a redeemer of green 
environment. In another presentation by 
Dr. Nagraj Sitaram, Head, Civil Engineering 
Department, Jain University shared with 
the participants his latest developments on 
projects aimed at saving water in buildings. 
A panel discussion was held on the 
concluding day of the conference focusing 
on- How green are our green buildings- 
Sustainability concept. The session was 


chaired by Dr. J. Gururaja. 3 
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the call for 


change 


Social marketing, like marketing in 
general, is about being relentless in selling 
but goes a step forward as it offers a 
platform to be the change in the society 
and filling your wallet in return, reflects 
Dr. John Patrick Ojwando... 


into the domain 


Stepping 

of Marketing itself can be 

challenging, to build on 

and complement its core 
m disciplines with a focus on the 
‘social’ dimension on the other hand is 
an exciting career option with satisfying 
returns. Because Social Marketing has 
little to do with guile (the stereotypical 
image of Marketing) but more to do with 
a passion for selling ideas, attitudes and 
behaviours, an incessant craving to be 
social, and being able to see things from 
‘the others’ eyes. 

As a discipline, Philip Kotler and 
Gerald Zaltman take credit for its 
emergence in early 70s. The duo argued 
that that systematic application of 
marketing concepts and techniques to 
sell products to consumers could as well 
be put into better use to achieve a set 
of behavioural goals intended to bring 


about social good or positive change for 
an individual in particular, and society in 
general. 

Over the years, international health 
organizations have used it extensively in 
their programmes that many find it hard 
to delink it from health communication. 
should 
not be confused with Social Media 


However, Social marketing 
Marketing. Social Marketing is a way of 
understanding how tools of commercial 
marketing help with the development 
of effective services and interventions 
based on consumer insights. 

If in the earlier days, Marketing 
ushered in catalog and direct mail 
careers, today industry experts contend 
we can be comfortable enough to 
proclaim Social Marketing as the most 
talked about job offering. In between the 
years, web design firms and ad agencies 
were the most sought after before the 
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relentless pursuit of specialists in Search 
Engine Optimization (SEO). 

If Social Marketing focuses on 
understanding the motivations of 
the target audience when planning 
programmes to influence, and ultimately 
change behavior, knowledge of both 
the theory and practice of marketing, 
in-depth and critical understanding of 
research methodologies and planning 
ideal 


preparations for those seeking to find 


and strategy are considered 


their niche in the discipline. 


THE SOCIAL 

MARKETING DOMAIN 

The work of Social Marketers revolve 
around building engagement via 
community management and content 
creation while assisting in monitoring 
and moderation, working closely with 


communication specialists and reporting 
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IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY TO TELL YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT DRUG ABUSE 
A public service message trom Kripa Foundation. For help, cal 26405811 


"Social Marketing does not change the person. 
Instead, it is the person who opts to change his 
or her behaviour once they realise the offering 


is worth having." 


on industry and competitive trends, 
campaign initiatives and community 


optimisation. 
According to Nedra, a_ social 
marketing consultant, author and 


speaker who works with nonprofits 
and government agencies for positive 
health and social change using social 
media, trans media storytelling and 
entertainment education approaches at 
Weinreich Communications, more often, 
you will see jobs with titles like “social 
marketing coordinator” or “director of 
social marketing,’ which was not very 
common a few years back. There are 
also positions which do not necessarily 
focus on social marketing, but in which 
you can bring the same principles and 
practices in your interventions. 

For anyone aspiring to working in 
the field of social marketing, there are 
different settings that include, but are 


definitely not limited to: 

e Public Relations/ Advertisement 
Agencies 

e Marketing Agencies 

e International Development 
Organizations (IDOs) 

e Governments, at national, 
state and local levels 

e Departments/ Agencies focusing 
on health, the environment, 
energy and safety 

e Non-profit organizations, at the 
international, national and 
local levels 

e Schools and universities 

e Consultancy firms 


REQUISITE PREPARATION 

How important is training in a people 
oriented career as Social Marketing? 
Very, I would say, but not as much many 
would like us to believe. There are those 


who ventured into Social Marketing 
because of their interest in the well- 
being of people in the society and the 
appeal of using mass media to promote 
healthy behaviours. Others will confide 
they found themselves flowing with the 
wave. Whatever be the reasons, a lot 
of establishments now exist that offer 
grounding for those with a keen interest 
to become Social Marketers. A litany 
of schools offer graduate programmes 
with a focus on social marketing from 
public health perspective. Others offer 
at least some related coursework, either 
in their public health or business school’s 
curriculum that should help you kick start 
your career. Ordinarily, an undergraduate 
degree in communications, marketing, 
advertising, public relations, media 
studies, business or related fields should 
suffice. For anyone preparing for a stint 
in Social Marketing, a firm grounding 
in research methods, evaluation design, 
behaviour change theory, marketing and 
communications, mass media, sociology 
and psychology will be handy. What 
should not be lost on any aspirant is that 
much of the skills required are what they 
bring to the Social Marketing table. 

Let me add that Social Marketing 
involves and demands creativity - 
ability to develop creative social media 
content and execute new and compelling 
marketing tactics that resonate with 


target audience to achieve brand goals. 


COMPENSATION 


Social Marketing offers good compensation 
but again this is dependent on the agency or 
organisation you opt to work in. Since it is 
an industry that is ‘need based’ and “budget 
based; a large scale campaign will certainly 
get you more moolahs than a local one. 

Needless to say, those who work in 
international agencies or organizations 
take home a better pay check. But like 
other similar vocations, there seem to be 
something for everyone who is ready to 
take a plunge. & 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


As a part of initiative to create awareness 

on water, articles pertaining to the crisis and 
probable solutions have been published in all 

the issues of Aventure in the year 2013. This is 

the last instalment of the series as Jain University 
continues in its efforts to mitigate the potable water 
crises through different activities. 


D TO CHANGE 


Words: Rahul Devnath 








A Pater is the most vital part of 
GE life on planet earth. Yet, in this 





century, potable water faces 
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To as: one oft the world’s greatest risks, it 
© fact water accessibility is ranked fourth 
highest risk to global security. 

The severity of the risk is reflected 
in the fact that the United Nations 
© General Assembly declared 2013 as 
othe. United Nations International Year 

of a ‘Water | Cooperation. Throughout 

“the year, through various means ‘the 
-United Nations has been successful in 
eo hi ghlighting different aspects of water 
l ~ management including the history of 
| -successful water cooperation initiatives, 
< -burning issues, water diplomacy, and 

financial cooperation in this regard. 














Ever-rising water demand, and climate 


__ change, is expected to further advance 
= water problems worldwide, especially in 
countries that are already experiencing 
shortages. The United Nations has 
long been addressing the global crisis 





caused by insufficient water supply 
to satisfy basic human needs and 
growing demands on the world’s water 
mercial curriculum. However, ed 
be meant in the wi 


resources to meet human, commercial 
and. agricultural needs. The Decade, 
in. particular, helped some 13 billion 2 - 
-people in developing countries gain E 
, a access to safe oe water. As we see eee farmers. an 

SPC eae Oe ge a ee managers, o ver, 
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water management is crucial to secure 


social and economic stability, as well as 
a healthy environment and what can be a 
better place than school to begin creating 
awareness. 

The objective behind including 
topics related to water management in 
regular school courses is to bring change 
in the attitude at an early age. The basic 


problem to the issue related to water 
is the fact that it’s never given its due 


importance. And its easy to see why. 


About half a century back, when there — 


were fewer than half the current number 
of people on the planet, the common 
perception was that water is an infinite 
resource. People were not as affluent 
as they are today and consumed fewer 


calories, so less water was needed to - 


produce their food. They required a third 
of the volume of water we presently take 
from rivers. Today, the competition for 
water resources is much more intense. 


Seven billion people and the fact there _ = 
is increasing competition for water 2 
from industry, urbanization and biofuel- : 3 
crops, completes the story. Thus, water 


education has never been more critical. 
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Africa. 


In India, sustainable development i 















and more precisely water manage 
is part of both. schoo 
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PASSING THROUGH 





Striving to find your path 
in a new land or trying to 
help others retrace their 


i i Pe 
directions can be a daunting | 


task because with such 


intriguing encounters, come 
moments when you flourish 
or fault on the script, shares 
Dr. John Patrick Ojwando. 








The Thing about Directions 


thought struck me the other 
day when chancing upon 
a video clip that has been 
doing the rounds on the 
social media for some time now of a 
young girl giving directions to her house. 

In the video clip, supposedly, taken 
in the West Indian Island of Jamaica, 
the girl offers a lengthy description 
accompanied with a series of gestures 
“of turns’, “trees” and “someone's 
vineyard’and then concludes, “That is 
my house’. 

Commenting on the video, Blogger 
Jolie says the thing about Jamaicans 
is that they do not know the names 
of streets. “We only know landmarks, 
nature and where stoplights are located”, 
she writes. 

According to her, you will hear a 
lot of “go so...and then go so...’while 
simultaneouslythey move the hands in 
different directions as the little girl to 
show what they mean. Aside, if you ask 


a Jamaican about how long it takes to 
get somewhere, the response will always 
be, “it don't tek long, it’s just up di road.” 
On further reflection, I am reminded of 
my childhood days. Such an experience 
could have been the trigger for a travel 
advisory that I grew up saddled with as 
a child, the elder members of the family 
probably wary of such an eventuality. | 
guess it was borne out of the fear of giving 
wrong directions or by taking matters in 
our hands; we could be putting our lives 
at a risk. 

The more I think about the video 
clip, the more I am convinced there are 
a lot of people out there, as experience 
shows, who will find themselves going 
the same route and offering conflicting 
signals confronted with direction 
seekers. To them, the distance is always 
“just up the road’, “down the road” or “at 
the bend down there” regardless of the 
locale. 

To get around the challenge, a friend 


of mine insists she always asks two to 
three people before taking a final call. In 
this way, she is sure of making it to the 
right place or at least wander close by. But 
what if the points of reference transform 
into harbingers of wrong turns? 

For a sizeable number, it is the 
elderly on the streets they are comfortable 
sharing their predicaments. Others take 
to auto rickshaw drivers or may be the 
traffic police to the rescue. I guess it is 
for these reasons that many are making 
a beeline at the mobile stores to take 
advantage of the numerous technological 
marvels and their astounding apps. 

As a resident in the city, thanks to 
my insatiable appetite to foray far and 
wide, I have never missed a chance to 
build on my fledgling knowledge of 
the citys streets and roads even with 
my smartphone for company. What | 
have gained from the exercise has been 
an engulfing fascination for the city, its 
respectable and wayward ways enough to 
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build a survival kit that could well rival 

















the famed Lonely Planet guide. Through 
the burgeoning encounters, there have 
been moments of joy as well as anguish 
when I find myself reaching out to people 
in distress -friends and strangers alike 
seeking directions to their various ports 
of call. While a sizeable number turn 
away from me cursing themselves for 
their error of judgment the moment they 
realise I am just another “outsider” in the 


4 _ city, there are those fascinated by the fact 


that someone from far lands can fit the 
role and enthusiastically give directions 
in a different setting far removed from 
his own. I have witnessed some linger on 
showing an uncharacteristic interest to 
strike a conversation. Yet others simply 


j don't care once their needs are met. The 


latter category will always walk away as if 
he help you have just accorded them is 


‘their divine right and that they have no 


~ obligations whatsoever to offer any word 





_ of gratitude. 


In this quest, I have also improved 
in no small measure my hold of the local 
lingua franca, Kannada. Things get better 
when you see the looks of utter surprise 
as you offer to provide a local with 
directions to a particular terminus. 

In one shot, my ‘bits and pieces’ 
of the local language come in handy 
making me the darling of the direction 
seekers. “Nanage ee jaaga ke hooga 
bekku.Swalpa dhaari helithira’ (I want 
to go to this place, could you please 
give me the directions). “Illihogi” (Go 
here), “right thakoli’(Take right), “left 
thakoli’(take left) 
hogi’ (or keep going straight) "aa crossuge 
hogubittu allindha mathe left thakolli” 
(Go take that cross from there take left 
again) or “Mahatma Gandhi Road? 


Swalpa munde?” I can be overheard in 


“illanadre seedha 


conversations respondingto the calls of 
duty from desperate citizens with the airs 
of a seasoned tour guide. 

Such experiences have become so 
ingrained in my everyday routine that it 
has become almost my second nature to 
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butt in whenever discourse on the city’s 
routes ensues, 

The locals, like any other community 
I have encountered, take pride in their 
cultural practices and show uncanny 
appreciation for the efforts made by 
‘outsiders’ to integrate into their system 
no matter how miniscule the efforts 
may be. To them, it is anindication that 
someone indeed evinces great interest 
and has respect for their culture, language 
and people. Here, I am reminded of the 
Swahili, a Bantu ethnic group whose 
members reside in the area encompassing 
the Zanzibar archipelago, the Tanzania 
seaboard, northern Mozambique and 
coastal Kenya, my home country. 


It could be a five minute 
drive or two hour drive 
but always, "it’s just up di 


road." -Blogger Jolia 

Often dressed in their brilliantly 
coloured local fabrics, the way the Swahili 
communities take to strangers is worth 
mentioning. They will accost you with 
a friendly smile or hug before getting 
into a conversation that can sometimes 
linger on for hours on end. Such is their 
respect for out of town people. But they 
also consider it downright rude to be 
approached or requested for favours 
(seeking directions included) without 
uttering a word of greeting, ‘jambo’ 
(hello) or asking about their well-being. 
I will not be true to myself if I distance 
myself from the prevalent notion that 
finding your footing in a new land or 
helping others to do the same can be 
a daunting task. Because with such 
intriguing encounterscome moments 
when you fault on the script as I found 
out recently. 

Commuting on one of the busy 
thorough fares in the city, I was witness 
to the plight of a cab driver seeking 
directions to Whitefield. He was ferrying 
a family of six to what I figured out must 


have been a religious amber to the famed 
Sai Baba Spiritual Centre. 

Arriving at the passage signal not 
sure of which turn to take, the incessant 
honking from vehicles streaming from 


behind only added to his nervousness. 

Keen to be of assistance, I decided 
to wade through the traffic just managing 
to draw his attention. “I guess you will 
have to take a turn to the right once the 
passage signal turns green.” Unknown 
to me, what had always been a non- 
existent passage signal on that stretch of 
the road had been given a new lease of 
life by the concerned authorities. As the 
driver took the penultimate right instead 
of driving ahead of the new signal to 
take the turn I had indicated, without 
any hope of reaching out to him again, 
I could only watch the tail lamps of the 
vehicle disappear in the distance heading 
to their scheduled Whitefield. 

I wonder how many kilometres the 
driver might have traversed before a 
good Samaritan advised him to retrace 
his way back. Even then, it was not lost 
on me that I was the culprit in this script 
that went awry, notwithstanding time 
and wasted gasoline. 

Shaken by the experience, I have 
become so careful these days that 
whenever I encounter a stranger seeking 
directions, I often find myself fumbling 
even for route maps to places I frequent 
on a daily basis. Could this be the reason 
many others of my ilk find it difficult 
to provide guidance whenever people 
come calling? Or is it that some of us 
find sadistic pleasure in seeing poor 
folks getting lost? I guess there can be 
no answers to such nagging questions 
though I have grown a tad wiser. When 
in doubt, the surefire way is to seek, 
seek and seek. It could prove to be the 
difference between an entire family 
going missing on transit or touching 
base at their preferred destination, just in 
time for a fulfilling ‘darshan, in the not 
so distant Whitefield, one of the citys 


spiritual abodes! & 
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Witha 
Human Touch 


Pursuing her research degree with the 
Department of Biotechnology at Jain 
University, Soumya Ravikumar wants 
to make a difference to the human life. 






















Ata Glance 


CURRENTLY PURSUING: 
PhD with the Department of 


TITLE OF RESEARCH: 
Studies on Oxidative Stress in 


holder in Postgraduate 
Programme, Recipient of the 


transfusion is a very important 
branch of science. A lot of 
research is still required in the 
area, especially in developing 
countries like India.” 


oumya Ravikumar always 
wanted to do something that will 


have an influence on human life 





and help to improve it. With that 
in mind she has embarked on pursuing 
a PhD degree in Biotechnology at Jain 
University under Dr. Vani. Her research 
title is ‘Studies on Oxidative Stress in 
Erythrocytes of the Stored Blood. 

“I have loved Biology from when I 
can remember, she says. After completing 
her Pre-University studies Soumya opted 
to do a BSc. with a combination of 
Botany, Zoology and Chemistry which 
paved way for her Postgraduate degree 
in Health Sciences from Pune University. 
“Health Sciences interested me at lot. 
It is an interdisciplinary course that 
combines understanding of health and 
the public health systems with subjects 
such as microbiology, immunology, 
biochemistry, genetics and molecular 
biology.” 

After completing her masters with 


flying colours and securing the first 
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rank in Pune University in her discipline, Soumya 
had two career options before her. She could either 
join in an administrative role in the public health 
systems or could have continued her research, 
Soumya chose the latter. 

“One of my classmates from my Undergraduate 
days had joined Jain University. On her suggestion I 
came and met with the faculty from the department 
and found the projects they were working on 
matched my interest.” For Soumya one of the 
most important points in selecting a university 
for her PhD degree was that she should have a 
connection with her guide. “When I met Dr. Vani at 
Jain University, I was impressed. She is a person to 
whom you can go for smallest of problems to the 
most complicated of issues.” 

An outstanding performance during her 
postgraduate studies opened new avenues for 
Soumya. She was awarded the Inspire Fellowship for 
PhD scholars. The fellowship is granted under the 
aegis of the Department of Science and Technology, 
Govt. of India to encourage research in the field of 


"What we are trying to examine is that if we can 
reduce this oxidative stress by using anti-oxidants. 
If it can be slowed down, the stored blood will be 
available for use for a longer time." 


Basic and Applied Sciences. Following the grant, she 
joined the PhD programme. 

Before starting lab work, Soumya underwent a 
year long coursework which is a compulsory part of 
the PhD programme at Jain University and felt that 
it helped her a lot in putting things in perspective. 
“The course work has been so designed that it gives 
effective training and a landing base to start the 
research programme. Even though I had studied 
research methodology in the Master's, the course 
helped me to refresh my concepts and develop a 
better understanding.” The simple dos and don'ts 
taught during the course work helped Soumya in 
formulating her research design. 

The course work was also a booster for Soumya 
in other ways. “Our sessions were very interactive, 
also we were asked to make presentations and 
discuss concepts which helped the research scholars 
to hone their communication skills.’ 
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Soumya draws a lot of inspiration from her 
grandfather who was a cardiologist. She grew up 
watching him make a difference to other people's 
lives with his skills and is hoping that through her 
research she would be able to contribute towards the 
well being of human beings. Soumya’ research deals 
with blood transfusion which is a very important 
stream in science. In India, there is more demand 
than supply of blood. Any step that can help to meet 
this demand is very crucial. Soumya’ research is 
attempting to find out ways in which the shelf life of 
the stored blood can be prolonged. “While doing the 
literature review what we realized that technically, 
it is believed that human blood can be stored for a 
period of 42 days but when we went to blood banks 
that check the stored blood from donors every 2-3 
days, they informed that after 28-30 days blood is 
no longer usable and they have to dispose it.” 

The enthusiastic researcher explained what 
causes this phenomenon. “There is something 
called oxidative stress. Basically, free radicals or ions 
are produced in the body during illness. In general 
circumstances, the body 
takes care of these free 
radicals.” However, as 
Soumya pointed out, the 
story is totally different 
when it comes to the 
stored blood. In the lack 
of blood circulation the oxidative stress increases at 
a much faster pace and finally the blood is no longer 
usable. “What we are trying to examine is that if 
we can reduce this oxidative stress by using anti- 
oxidants. If it can be slowed down, the stored blood 
will be available for use for a longer time.” 

At present Soumya is working with rat blood. 
“Anything I find at this stage would have to be tested 
on the human blood samples.” So Soumya is keeping 
her fingers crossed till she gets definitive results. A 
self confessed lab-addict, she is also working hard 
to convert her data into research papers. She has 
already completed two research papers which are 
under review. 

Determined to persevere till she succeeds 
in her endeavours, Soumya is all for continuing 
her research in fields that will help her contribute 
towards improving the quality of lives by solving 
issues pertaining to human health. 8 
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QUEST E 


The Visual 
Impact 


Rashmı Niranjan is a keen observer 
who has combined the fields of cultural 
studies, architecture and advertising in 
pursuit of her research degree. 


bservation is Rashmi Niranjan’ 

strong point and she applies it 

frequently to her surroundings to 

analyze the subtle transformations 
around her that is often missed by the untrained 
eyes. Currently pursuing a PhD with the Cultural 
Studies Department at Jain University under Dr. 
Choodamani Nandagopal, Rashmi is using her 
keen sense of observation to analyze the visual 
space of Bangalore. 

The topic she has chosen combines cultural 
studies with advertising and architecture. Her 
study titled ‘Changing Trends of Visual Culture of 
Bangalore City- 100 Years of Outdoor Advertising 
and & Advertising Spaces’ has been inspired by a 
number of factors, her educational background, 
her career and experiences she had during her 
formative years. 

A student of Advertising in her 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate degree, Rashmi 
worked for advertising agencies before becoming 
a full time lecturer with the Department of 
Architecture at Ramaiah College of Engineering. 
“I was studying at a time when advertising was 
just catching up in India. The field had a charm 
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of its own. I loved painting and the 
creative freedom that advertising 
offered me, played a great role in 
my choice of subjects for higher 
studies.” Rashmi completed her 
studies and joined an advertising 
agency when computers had yet 
to arrive and most of the work was 


done manually. “Even the outdoor 
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one of the very first visuals that any 
visitor to a city comes across.” 

Her research also brings forth 
the historical aspect of outdoor 
advertising. She has photographed 
several of these advertisements and 
is tracing the older ones through 
photographs in the newspapers 


and magazines. Her observations 
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CAREER: Worked with advertising 
agencies after her Masters. At present 
working as Associate Professor with the 
Architecture Department at the Ramaiah 
College of Engineering 








advertisements and hoardings so far have yielded interesting 


used to be hand painted. There findings. “Today not only the 


were no digital prints,’ she explains technology involved in making 


with a nostalgic smile. 
Her 


with the growing requirement 


teaching stint began 
of architecture departments in 
Bangalore to have an artist who 
could help the students with 
sketching and understanding the 
aesthetics of an object, the city 
spaces and buildings. Later on, she 
took up full time teaching. 

Having a teaching career of 
18 years, Rashmi decided to go for 
her research degree and opening of 
the Cultural Studies Department at 
Jain University came as a godsend. 
“The Department gave me an 
opportunity to combine my field of 
studies and my current work with 
cultural studies, opening doors for an 
area of research that greatly interests me.’ 

Being in the city from 1982 and 
witnessing the transformation it was 
undergoing also helped Rashmi to 
zero down on her topic of research. 
Using the public transportation for 
commuting, Rashmi observed the 
gradual transformation that the city 
was undergoing. The changes intrigued 
and interested her and quite naturally 
became a subject of exploration for her 
research. 

Rashmi’ research talks of outdoor 
advertising, their influence on city 
spaces and their impact on the society. 
When people see something, it creates 


an impression on their minds. Rashmi 
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TITLE OF RESEARCH: Changing Trends 
of Visual Culture of Bangalore City - 
100 Years of Outdoor Advertising & 
Advertising Spaces 


INTERESTS: Research, Painting and 
Gardening 


RESEARCH PAPERS: Presented 


papers at International and National 


Conferences. 


ON HER RESEARCH: “We are living in 
the information age and much of these 


information today is being conveyed 


through visuals. Taking up research 
studies has helped me as a teacher too. 


It has added more depth to my teaching’ 


is studying perceptions that are created 
through outdoor advertising. When she 
took up her research and interviewed 
people who have visited different parts of 
the world and different parts of India, she 
found out that most of her respondents 
felt that the cities today look almost 
similar. “However, in the past it was not 
so, cities had distinctive identities based 
on their architecture and other features. 
Gradually with homogenization of outer 
spaces of the city, these distinct features 
are getting lost.” This finding spurred 
Rashmi to add another dimension to her 
research. “I want to explore if outdoor 
advertising can help to create a cultural 


identity for the cities because these are 



















the advertisements have changed, 
but these are mingling with the 
architecture in a very different 
manner and this is changing the 
visual impact of the city spaces.’ 
Based on her findings, Rashmi 
has already presented papers at 
conferences 


three international 


and one at a symposium on 
Advances in Architectural Facades, 
Advertising Spaces and Tourism, 
Role of Arts as materials, methods 
and techniques of energy saving 
surfaces, Transit, advertising and 
the Visual Pleasures and Urban 
and Suburban - A study from 


the perspective of visual culture 


respectively. 
With visual aspect of each 
element gaining more and more 


prominence in the contemporary world, 


Rashmi feels that research in visual 
culture has become very important. We 
are living in the information age and 
much of these information today is being 
conveyed through visuals. It is important 
to study the perception these visuals are 
creating,’ says Rashmi. 

Her research so far a very rewarding 
experience has answered some questions 
for Rashmi and has generated many 
others. She is looking forward to 
continue pursuing her research further 
in the field of visual culture. But for now 
her attention is focused on completing 


her PhD. @ 
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Violence that started during the Arab Spring is far from 
over. But as the number of casualties grows, world’s 
Super powers look to decide Syria’s future. 


Words: Prasanth Aby Thomas 
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orth Africa has, of late, 
remained in the international 
media spotlight for a number 
of unhappy reasons. From the 
2010 Arab Spring that saw a 
revolutionary wave of demonstrations, 
protests, riots, and civil wars, the region 
is yet to settle down and return to peace. 
Some would argue that the issues in the 
region are an inevitable outcome of their 
authoritarian political systems. While a 
significant number of countries march 
towards more liberal and democratic 
social systems and the with modern 
communication systems bringing people 
closer to each other, it is only natural that 
people demand a better life. 

There are also suggestions that the 
unrest in the region was the result of 
a number of factors culminating in a 
tipping point. Economic issues were at the 
forefront, with many people becoming 
dissatisfied at the gap in income between 
different strata of society. 

The the 


however, was a tad different. This time it 


latest issue in region, 
was Syria in focus. This is a country that 
has fertile plains, deserts and mountains 


and 


religious groups. The Syrian civilization 


and is home to diverse ethnic 
is one of the most ancient on earth and 
is believed to have been a centre of 
Neolithic culture since around 10,000 
BC, where farming and cattle rearing 
appeared for the first time in history. 

At the moment, this once-glorious 
civilisation is in the middle of a crisis. 
The issue is similar to those in other 
countries in the region that sparked the 
Arab Spring. But interestingly, during 
the Arab Spring itself, protests in Syria 
remained rather modest. 

According to Qatar-based television 
network Al Jazeera, Syria remained a 
“kingdom of silence’, mainly due to 
the rigid security system, its president 
Bashar Assad, and fears of a situation 
akin to its neighbour, Iraq. 

Indeed, when protests against the 


government did start, many analysts did 
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4 Snapshots of continuing destruction in Syria 


not expect it to have a significant impact. 
The authorities met the initial protests 
with strong force - many protesters 
were reportedly killed when the Syrian 
military opened fire on them. 

But doubts about the strength of the 

regime emerged after a military mutiny left 
about 120 soldiers dead in June 2011. 
It was during this time that the United 
States, the world’s unofficial moral police, 
decided to impose sanctions on Syria and 
its leaders for human rights violations. ‘The 
US and the major European powers further 
asked President Assad to step down. 


But a United Nations Security 





Council resolution backed by Europe to 
impose sanctions on the Assad regime 
if it did not stop crackdown on civilians 
was vetoed by Syria’ allies Russia and 
China. Later Moscow and Beijing vetoed 
another UN resolution that was meant to 
ask Assad to step down. 

Since then, violence has continued 
in varying degrees in Syria. The United 
States has remained largely in the picture 
as well, with Obama consistently issuing 


warnings to the regime against human 
© £ 


rights violations and, more significantly 


the use of chemical and_biologicat 


weapons. 
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4 Bashar Hafez al-Assad, President of Syria, 
General Secretary of the Ba'ath Party and 
Regional Secretary of the party’s branch in Syria 


CHEMICAL WEAPONS CLAIM BY US 


The Obama administration appeared 
convinced that the Syrian regime 
possessed chemical weapons and that 
they were being used with devastating 
results. In June this year, US approved 
sending weapons to Syrian rebels who 
were fighting Assad’s administration. 

In August the US reiterated that the 
Syrian government had used chemical 
weapons. Then, it informed the world 
that it would use its military force against 
Assad government as chemical weapons 
were forbidden by international law. 

The US decision took at least some 
by surprise, especially since most of the 
world was convinced that the world’s 
most powerful nation would have had 
enough of war after long drawn Afghan 
and Iraq conflicts. 

Debates ensued on and offline and 
although the population remained largely 
divided on the matter, some polls showed 
that American people were not largely in 
favour of a strike. The UK government 
was expected to back US decision, but in 
an unfortunate turn of events for British 
President David Cameron, the country’s 


parliament failed to back any such move. 
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It was at this time that Russia intervened 
once again and to avoid a US intrusion, 
suggested that Russia hand over its 
chemical weapons for destruction. At 
the time this article was being written, 
US and Russia had come to a diplomatic 
agreement on bringing the weapons 
under international control. 

This turning point could see another 
war averted. But a more interesting point 
in the matter is United States’ approach 
in the matter. Washington's interest in 
the Middle East is often attributed to its 
need for oil from the region. Indeed at 
crucial points in history, oil has played a 
significant role in international relations. 
But in the recent years, US has been able 
to produce more oil at home, thanks 
to something called Shale Oil and the 
innovation in the fracking technology. 
Shale oil, often considered as an 
unconventional source of oil and called 
tight oil, is oil held in rock formations 
that can be extracted using modern 
technology. 

It is estimated that US will soon 
be completely self-sufficient in its oil 
requirements and in fact be even able 
to export it. The implications of this, 
however, go beyond the energy sector. 
What it means is that US does not need 
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"Shale oil, often 
considered as an 
unconventional source of 
oil and called tight oil, is 

oil held in rock formations 
that can be extracted using 
modern technology." 


to remain hawkish on the Middle East 
and North Africa. Perhaps due to this 
reason, although Obama has said it could 
attack Syria, he is increasingly open to 
ways to avoid it, as seen after the Russian 
intervention. 

Hence this could, at a number of 
levels, be considered a turning point 
in international relations across the 
Atlantic. Of course, US would continue 
to want to show the world that it is ready 
for military action against any potential 
security threat and it may flex its muscles 
to this end. The issue of Syria itself is far 
from over, and there is a possibility that 
things may not go as smooth as planned. 
But it would be extremely interesting to 
see how US shifts its focus on the matter, 
and further considers its engagement 


with the governments in the region. 8 
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alk through the streets of 

Bengaluru or peep in the 

homes of your friends who 
are from South India during Dasara 
and you might be surprised to discover 
that this festival in Karnataka is not all 
about the ten day bedazzling spectacle of 
Mysore. There are several other intriguing 
connotations to it which fascinate by 
their symbolism and simplicity. 

Being privy to Dasara celebrations 
in the northern parts of India and the 
eastern city of Kolkata where the loud 
and unabashed Pujo celebrations can 
hardly be rivaled by any other event, the 
festivities during Dasara in Karnataka 
have been very distinct from my previous 
experiences. 

As the days progress during this ten 
day festival, the places where earlier just 
the vegetable vendors would put their 
stalls, would become interspersed with 
those selling their wares for the Ayudha 
Puja, the ninth day of the festival where 
the implements that are used daily, from 
vehicles to computers are worshipped. 
On the eve of Ayudha Puja, the streets 
transform into picture perfect bazaars 
with flowers and banana leaves. With the 
greens mingled with colours of flowers 
and people buzzing around, the festive 
spirit can be felt in the very air. 

Another 
celebrations that one comes across are 


interesting facet of 


the displays showcasing miniature dolls. 
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in Karnataka- A Legacy of Rituals — 


Words: Anumeha Verma 


The Dasara Doll Festival is a treat to the 
eye. Dolls of all sizes arranged on nine 
steps can be found in homes and outside 
shops or various exhibitions arranged in 
the city during Dasara. Called ‘Gombe 
Habba’ in Kannada meaning the festival 
of dolls, it uses dolls that have been made 
of clay and wood. 

Finding two such displays outside 
the shops in my neighbourhood, I 
gradually drifted towards them. What 
met my eyes was an assortment of 
cleverly crafted colourful miniatures 
of gods, goddesses, men and women. 
Radha and Krishna on a swing, Rama 
and Laxmana adorned in fineries, 
Vishnu, Gauri, Kings and Queens in 
their majestic attires, scenes captured in 
clay of festive celebrations, a vegetable 
vendor and even a couple, create an 
unforgettable tableaux. Laxmi, a young 
woman working at the shop comes to my 
rescue as I looked at the dolls at the Raga 
Arts, fascinated but definitely bemused. I 
ask about the dolls representing a couple 
and she explains, “These are known as 
Pattada Gombe, they depict husband and 
wife.” After this we struck a conversation 
where my curiosity regarding the doll 
festival found some satisfaction. Laxmi 
explained that the doll festival is also 
a part of celebrations in Tamil Nadu 
and Andhra Pradesh. “At homes, it is 
an exciting time for children. Some 
people even arrange the dolls around a 


~ 





particular theme.” 

As it happens to be a Sunday, there 
are several people who make a beeline 
for the dolls. Mr. Chandran, a software 
engineer by profession explains, “We 
arrange the dolls every year and add new 
ones. Today, we are out on an expedition 
to pick dolls to add to our collection.” A 
little research discloses that this tradition 
in South India has been prevalent since 
for a long time and the dolls are passed 
down from generation to generation. 
The Pattada Gombe is the pair of dolls 
handed over to the daughter by her 
parents at her marriage. 

With changing times the rituals 
of arranging these dolls have imbibed 
different facets and people demand 
different kinds of dolls. Talking to the 
shop owners who stock and display these 
quaint parties to Dasara celebrations, 
reveals that some of the dolls are 
procured from the local artisans while 
others are sourced from different states 
such as Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and 
Rajasthan. 

While rituals celebrating Dasara 
might differ from other parts of India in 
Karnataka and other southern states, the 
spirit behind the celebrations remains 
the same. Be it the arrangement of petite 
dolls adorning the nine steps or the 
offerings of flowers and banana leaves, 
each ritual is marked with a sublime 


devotion to the divine. 8 
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Tucked away in the landlocked county 
of Warwick in England is a small market 
town that once played a crucial role in 
the development of English literature. 
It's known as Stratford-Upon- Avon, and 
it is where the literary maestro William 
Shakespeare was born, grew up, got 
married and had children. This is also his 
final resting place. 

The town, filled with Tudor-styled 
buildings, is close to a hundred miles 
from Londons Heathrow Airport and 
train services from the capital city takes 
just about two hours. Once there, it 
would be easy to commute on foot, given 
the small size of the place, although local 
buses are available if needed. 

Born in to a half-timbered house in 
one of the main streets of the Stratford- 
childhood 
largely unknown.His 


Upon-Avon, 
details 
birthplace is preserved well for tourists 


Shakespeare's 
remain 


who come to explore the playwright’s 
life- in fact it is often referred to as the 
“Mecca of all lovers of literature”. According 
to the caretakers, the place has been 
receiving visitors for over 250 years. 

My trip to the house was made 
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both out of love of literature and out of 

curiosity towards the contexts that might 

be conducive to nurture great writers. 
Having grown up listening to 


and 
dialogues, it would be fair to say I had a 


Shakespearean monologues 
vague picture of how it would look like. 
But as soon as I walked into the house | 
knew it was not what I had expected. 
The first surprise was that although 
the place is humble by modern terms 
with no outstanding architecture, it 
would surely have been considered a 
significant dwelling in the 16th century. 
The 


flagged and the major fireplaces were 


ground floor was stone- 


constructed with a mix of brick and 
stone.Shakespeare'’s father was a glove 
maker and the house was portioned in 
order to make space for his work. Some 
records suggest that young William 
began helping his father in his business 
at an early age. 

To be honest, the house was nowhere 
close to the romantic image that any avid 
Shakespeare fan would have built. And 
yet it is not just the house, but the whole 
town looked nothing different from the 
usual English country side scene. For 
a town thats produced one of the most 
notable individuals of English language 


itself, Stratfor-Upon-Avon looks rather 
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"S covetousness and evil machinations, Macbeth sent a 
(Sees powerful message to its readers as well audience who saw 
Sie! this Shakespearian tragedy. This play is set in the highlands 
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of Scotland and bespeaks of a General who murders his 

King egged on by his and his wife’s ambitions. An element 

of the supernatural permeats the play with the three witches 
pronouncing the prophesy and the ghost of King Duncan 
following Macbeth after he commits the murder. Lady Macbeth 
too is shown consumed with guilt. The Lady washing imaginary 
blood stains from her hands is one of the few scenes that is well 


remembered from the play by those who have come across the play. 
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unassuming. Could this place be what 
produced the man who made Romeo 
sing“Her beauty hangs upon the cheek 
of night, Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop’ss 
ear about his beloved Juliet, and 
mesmerized audiences with a riveting 
Mark Anthony speech? If not for the 
swarm of tourists, I might easily have 
wondered if I had come to the wrong 
place. 

But then, perhaps the bland 
ambience reinforces the fact that the 
‘Bard of Avonwho created numerous 
versatile characters and plots was indeed 
a genius. He was undoubtedly able to 
internalize the dull environment and 
turn it into an astounding imagery. 


Or it could be that it is this boring 
A representation of 


and ordinary environment that nurtured 
the crowded globe 


Shakespeares childhood was indeed On 


what is required for literary ideas to 





theatre which was 
constructed hy the 
l Lord dai s 
flourish. Men in 1599. The 


Walking through the house, one Glohe Theatre that we f 
see today is the version i 


f 
f 


is given a first-hand experience of life reconstructed in 1997 
during Shakespeare's days. From living 
room to bedroom and kitchen, the 
place is maintained in true Elizabethan Wa 


fashion. 





The House at Stratford- 
Upon-Avon where 
Shakespeare was born 
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Tourists are given a 
Shakespearean plays in the gardens 
surrounding the house, with excerpts 
enacted on demand by lively costumed 
charactersTalented actors jump from 
character to character, setting to 
setting, and play to play, leaving the 
crowds asking for more. I was lucky to 
watch excerpts from Romeo and Juliet, 
Macbeth and King Lear during my visit. 
There is also a small gift shop attached 
to the house, where you can collect 
Shakespearean souvenirs. His books in 
various editions are available - especially 
if you wanted to get hold of some 


Shakespearean quotes and insults to 


taste of 


GOOD FREND FOR lEsvs SAKE FORBEARE, 
TO DICC "HE DVST ENCLOASED HARE. 
BLESE BE Ý MAN Y SPARES HES STONES, 
| AND CVRST BE HE Y MOVES MY BONES, 








13 when he had to discontinue 


Anne Hathaway's Cottage, is currently 
a museum and a tourist attraction. It is 
a thatched farmhouse with gorgeous 
surroundings, which are adorned with 
fragrant blooms and traditional shrubs. 
It is just over a mile from the town 
centre and can be reached by following a 
pleasant, well sign-posted footpath. 
After marriage and the birth of his 
three children, Shakespeare is believed 
to have left Stratford-Upon-Avon - and 
history records for a while - to reappear 
theatrical scene. He 


in the London 


remained there for a number of years 


kä l ; mo ae fae 
impress your friends - and so are mugs, due to his father’s financial William Shakesheare J3 buried in a 
apparels, accessories and many more. difficulties. es 5th century chancel, His 


wife Anne 7 fathaway, who outlived 


her hushand by seven years, is buried 


Later on in life Shakespeare moved Atthe age of 18 Shakespeare 


out of this home to what was called the 


‘New Place’ in Stratford itself. This house 
no longer exists but the land where it 
stood still attracts visitors. 

Shakespeare is believed to have 
started his education at around the age 
of seven at Stratford Grammar School, 
which is still standing at a short walk 


from his house. Records suggest that 


he studied at the school till the age of 


married Anne Hathaway, who 
is probably the second most 
famous person from the area. 
She lived in Shottery, a hamlet 
within the parish of Stratford- 
upon-Avon. Hathaway was 26 years old 
when she married Shakespeare and has 
remained a rather controversial figure in 
the bard's life as far as many biographical 
known as 


accounts go. Her home, 





next to him, along with their eldest 


daughter Susanna, 


J 


and returned to the market-town a few 
years before his death in 1616. 

A short walk from his birth place, 
on the banks of River Avon that flows 
through the town, is the Holy Trinity 
Church. It is also known as Shakespeare's 
Church to many, as this is where the 
bard rests in peace. It is the town’s oldest 
building, with a large three manual pipe 
organ dating back to 1841. Historians 
suggest that Shakespeare used to visit the 
church every week when he was in town. 

There are quite some interesting 


factors to this church apart from 
Shakespeare's presence itself. It has a 14th 
century Sanctuary Knocker at the porch. 
A Sanctuary Knocker is a decorated 
knocker on Cathedral doors, which, 
under English medieval common law, 
supposedly afforded the right of asylum 


to anybody who touched them. 


The church also features a number of 


large stain glass artworks of major English 
and Biblical saints at its east and west end. 
William Shakespeare is buried in 


a gorgeous 15th century chancel. His 
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wife Anne Hathaway, who outlived her husband 
by seven years, is buried next to him, along with 
their eldest daughter Susanna. Above the bard's 
grave, a withered stone slab reads the epitaph, 


which he himself is believed to have written: 


“Good friend, for Jesus’ sake forbear, 
To dig the dust enclosed here. 
Blest be the man that spares these stones, 


And cursed be he that moves my bones.” 


j~ 2 , 
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Shakespeares fans have closely analysed the 





playwrights movements in the city of London , 


even though we are yet to find a concrete record of 


his activities there. He is believed to have entered 
London’s theatrical scene as an apprentice in an 
acting company. But by 1592, he had become well 
known as a playwright. 

London during Shakespeare's period was 
a small world and the theatrical scene was even 
smaller. It was an emerging city, attracting an 
increasing number of visitors every year. One 


crucial point to remember is that the city’s growth 
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Tourists watch 
as actors portray 
Shakespeare's 
memorable characters 
at the gardens of the 
half-timbered house at 
Stratford-Upon-Avon 
where the legendary 
literary figure 
was born 


was closely linked to the River Thames, which was 
a harbour, source of food and water, transport À 
system and sewer. 

As we take a tour of London, it is important to 
remember that life during the Shakespearean era 
was extremely different. There was no guarantee 
of safety, and the city was becoming increasingly 
mixed ethnically. There was a cultural uneasiness 
during the time and all this might have had a 
tremendous influence on Shakespeare's plays. 

In 1599, Shakespeare's play company built 
a playhouse known as the Globe ‘Theatre on 
the banks of River Thames. My trip on the 
Shakespearean London trail started with a search 
for this. Globe was a crucial playhouse that 
shaped Shakespeare's career as a playwright 
and had staged many a magnificent acts. 
Unfortunately, the original Globe 
Theatre no longer exists. It was blown 
up once by a theatrical canon and 
although repaired, was later closed 
down by the Puritans in 1642. It 
was pulled down in 1644 to make 
space for tenements. 

Interestingly, a replica of the Globe Theatre 


was erected towards the end of the 20th century 








with an aim to bring the experience 
of watching Shakespearean plays in 
Elizabethan settings. 

The place is known as Shakespeare's 
Globe and was created after painstaking 
research to be as close to the original 
in appearance as possible - built with 
English Oakwood and mortise and tenon 
joints like the 16th century buildings. 

It holds a thrust stage that projects 
into a huge circular yard surrounded by 
three tiers of raked seating. There is some 
space in between the seats and the stage, 
where audience with the lowest rate 
tickets could stand and watch the play. 
The only roofed parts of the amphitheatre 
are the stage and the seating areas. Plays 
are performed during the summer, 
usually between May and the first week 
of October. This is hardly surprising 
considering Londons unpredictable 
weather. In the winter, the theatre is used 
for educational purposes but tours are 
available all year round. 

The guided through the 


Shakespeares globe is set to give you a 


tour 


r Jhe SPACE | ae Actors mre aie NCES 
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interactions, with the 
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rather clear idea on how the technicalities 
of the stage had a crucial role in the 
scripts of plays written during the time. 
The space between actors and audiences 
was minimum, and hence allowed close 
interactions, with the audience even 
becoming involved in the dialogues. 

The theatre 
with 


Shakespearean era and a souvenir shop 


also holds a small 


museum artefacts from 
for those who wanted to take home the 
memories. 

There is a number of Shakespeare 
walking tours in London which take 


you to various places even remotely 


LENCE EVEN 


associated with the playwright. But the 
saddest part of all this is that most of 
the places that he actually inhabited no 
longer exist. For example, at the peak 
of his career, Shakespeare moved in to a 
house towards the north of River Thames 
on Silver Street. This was where he wrote 
some of his best works including King 
Lear and Othello. 

The house, which was made of wood, 
was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666. In 
1940, the entire street disappeared from 
existence in a World War II bombing and 
had to be redeveloped later. Considering 
the great works that he created from here, 


rr =r. —— — anm 


74 LOVEA ire.| Octaher 2012 





A 















* 






Ma WILLIA! 


L025. 


we would have known more about his 
inspirations if it still existed. All we can 
do today is discover its rough location. 
To have a complete look at the 
significant places of Shakespeare's career, 
we have to include two of the earliest 
English playhouses - The Theatre, which 
was in Shoreditch and The Curtain. An 
estate agency occupies the former's place 
and the latter is now a row of houses. 
But a hopeless Shakespeare lover could 
perhaps sniff out the theatrical air that 
still lurks in those places. 
Shakespeare had _ stayed in 
Shoreditch during his initial London 
days. There his neighbours included 
the writer Christopher Marlowe and a 
pamphleteer Robert Greene. 
Similarly Shakespeare had also 
staged a number of his plays in another 
p playhouse, called the Blackfriars Theatre. 
i This was an indoor theatre, built in a land 
which originally belonged to Dominican 
friars who wore black robes and hence 
the name. This theatre was closed and 
demolished in 1655. 
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final 


career, an 


Towards the stages 
affluent 


Shakespeare bought an expensive 


of his 


and controversial home near 
Blackfriars, making it his second 
purchase after the New Place in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon. 

A journey down Shakespeare's 
trail is perhaps not the only literary 
trip in England. Being a country 
that has produced numerous writing 
geniuses, it is only natural that there 
would be a number of roads to take. But 
among all of them Shakespeare holds a 
special place, not just for his writings, but 
also for the fact the historical context in 
which he crafted his works. 

No doubt, the period discouraged 
theatre, considering it as evil. Many 
of the theatres were destroyed due to 
this reason. But Shakespeares works 
have survived the test of time, not only 
because he reflected the society around 
him, but also because he was able to go 
beyond the superficial characteristics to 


the depths of human nature, which often 
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Shakespeare had stayed in Shoreditch 
uring his initial London days 
There his neighbours included the 
writer Christopher Marlowe and a 


pamphileteer Robert Greene. 


remains unchanged in time. 
Following the trail obviously 
reveals the person that Shakespeare was, 
and reinforces the genius in him. As 
mentioned earlier, the dull countryside 
and the ordinary childhood he held 
might seem surprising to many, and have 
given rise to a number of conspiracy 
theories - but no one can deny that 
Shakespeare still remains an enigma. 
Interestingly, it could be said that 
if one were to completely understand 
Shakespeare, a trip around the whole 
of England and its history would be 
necessary. But to relate to his characters, 


being human is merely enough. 
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To Love and to Loose 


Set in different locales, The Lowland, is a poignant repertoire of bitter- 
sweet moments of life and yearnings of the human heart. 


eading Jhumpa Lahiri always 
reminds one of her roots. Born 
to parents of Indian origins 


in London and raised in U.S., her 
immigrant roots leave a mark on most 
of her works. “The Lowland’ her latest 
offering resonates with elements that 
speak of geographical dislocation and 
emotional ties entwining people in a 
labyrinth of hope, regrets and nostalgia. 
The book has been nominated for the 
Man Booker Prize as well as the National 
Book Award of U.S. 

Beginning in the 1960s, the story 
continues to the modern day. Revolving 
around two brothers, Udayan and 
Subhash, the plot 
characters related to them exploring the 


integrates other 
intricacies of relationships, the moments 
of loss and longing. Jhumpa Lahiri gives 
a vivid description of the geographical 
locations, connecting people to them in 
an intimate bond. “The flooded plain 
was thick with water hyacinth. Its leaves 
caused the surface to appear solid. Green 
in contrast to the blue of the sky.” 
Udayan and Subhash are inseparable 
despite their contrasting natures. Udayan is 
the risk-taker, the bolder of the two while 
Subhash is the more cautious one, often 
following Udayan in several of his schemes. 
Jhumpa Lahiri establishes the bond 
between the brothers through their many 
childhood escapades and teenage years. 
The numerous tits-bits about their 
lives establish that the boys belong to a 
modest family early on in the tale. They 





attended “a Bengali medium school for 


boys from ordinary families.” Subhash 
and Udayan remain inseparable till they 
begin their college. Acquiring seats in 
two of the best colleges in the city, both 
the brothers choose their areas in science 
and excel. 

Though still together, their lives 
start drifting in different directions, with 
both the brothers mixing with a different 
set of people. Jhumpa Lahiri traces the 
lives of Subhash and Udayan during their 
college days and immediately after in the 
backdrop of the Naxal movement. She 
traces the early rebellions of the peasants 
in Darjeeling against the landowners 


and its development into a full blow 

revolution. Udayan too is one of t 

young members of Calcutta who tak: ; 
up the ideology and becomes involv: ` 
with the naxal movement. 

The turmoil of the red revolutior 
finally reaches the otherwise ordinary 
lives of the two brothers, driving Udayan 
away from his family and brother. As 
Udayan keeps on to his teaching job in 
high school and becomes more deeply 
engrossed with the political upheavals, 
Subhash makes his way to the US. 
Relationship between the two brothers 
gets lost in the vortex of politics and 
personal ambitions. 

In a strange country and strange 
localities, Subhash often attempts to 
find the likeness to his old home and 
surroundings. Jhumpa Lahiri’s character 
who seems to have moved on the surface 
often betrays his yearning for the familiar. 
“For some reason the church reminded 
him of the small mosque that stood at the 
corner of his family’s neighbourhood.” 

As Subhash continues to pursue his 
doctorate, Udayan's life takes a different 
direction and he marries Gauri, a student 
of Philosophy. Their marital bliss is short 
lived as Udayan is swallowed by the Naxal 
movement. When Subhash returns back 
to India, he finds his brother gone and 
his wife pregnant. The parents of Udayan 
who never approved of the match 
barely tolerated Gauri in the household. 
Subhash decides to come to her rescue 
and marries her, taking her with him to 
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rning point in 
ors cautious and 
cter finally commits the 
ebellion. Up until then it had 
remained his brother's preserve. 
Subhash forms an uneasy relationship 
‘ith his brother's ex-wife, now his spouse, 
iting for Udayan's child to be born. 
ardly sharing the easy camaraderie 
`f partners at any point of time in their 
1irriage, Subhash and Gauri gradually 
ip into the roles of strangers residing 
n the same house, as their daughter 
“ela grows up. To cope through growing 
snflicts within her, Gauri takes up her 
studies once again, moving further away 
‘m her husband and daughter. 

Jhumpa Lahiri 
relationships and their intricacies with 
a delicate touch without indulging into 
high voltage drama in the context of time 
and circumstances. The fact that Subahsh 
and Gauri had hidden the truth of Bela’s 
paternity from her, hangs as a constant 


explores the 


their relationship with Bela. Enmeshed 
with the tangled web of human emotions 
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THE LOWLAND 
AUTHOR: JHUMPA LAHIRI 
PUBLISHER: RANDOM HOUSE INDIA 


in the Lowland are short spurts of history, 
of a place, of an event or a phenomenon. 
Written in a style where words rather 
than actions of the characters establish 
their impression in the minds of the 
readers, some might find the book devoid 
of the sensory turbulence that such a 
saga of human longings and weaknesses 
are usually expected to create. 

Having said that, Jhumpa Lahiri has 
once again succeeded in chiseling a tale 
of moments that define lives of people; 
moments which men and women keep 
searching for long after they are gone, 
buried deep in the past. The yearning 
of Bijoli for her son, Subhash wish 
to reconnect to his once fulfilling 
relationship with his brother, Gauris 
craving to resurrect the moments with 
Udayan, each of her characters bear 
testimony to a hidden longing related 
to their past. Turning the final pages of 
Jhumpa Lahiri’s book, one cannot help 
but think nostalgia is but a double edged 


a 
| fear above them, and casts its shadow on PAGES: 352 | PRICE: Rs 495 sword, so precious, yet so cursed. & 
HAVE YOU READ... 
THE CUCKOO'S CALLING 
AUTHOR: ROBERT GALBRAITH | PUBLISHER: HACHETTE INDIA | PAGES: 494 | PRICE: RS 699 
The Cuckoo's Calling set in London written by none other than J.K. Rowling writing under the pseudonym of 
Robert Galbraith. It unfolds with the death of a model by falling over a balcony. Believed to be a suicide, the 
case was going to be shut if not for the brother of the victim. Here comes the war veteran and private detective 
Cormoron Strike, all set to solve the case. A gripping tale follows. 
THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
AUTHOR: SHOVON CHOWDHURY | PUBLISHER: ALEPH BOOK COMPANY | PAGES: 499 | PRICE: RS 462 
A brilliant satire from a debut author is seldom expected but Shovon Chowdhury has succeeded in creating it 
in the Competent Authority. He creates a futuristic India where large parts of Delhi, Mumbai, UP and Punjab 
no longer exist due to nuclear attack. In name, the Government and the Army still exist but the country is 
actually ruled by a maniac called the Competent Authority. Best part of the book- the sense of humour and an 
invigorating concoction of the imagined and the real. 
i BANKERUPT 
X | AUTHOR: RAVI SUBRAMANIAN | PUBLISHER: PENGUIN BOOKS | PAGES: 320 | PRICE: RS 299 


BOOKS ii 


A sensational crime thriller set in the hallowed grounds of a university. Ravi Subramanian’s Bankerupt takes the 
readers to Mumbai, Coimbatore and Boston, all in one go. A plot in which everyone has a motive for crime brings 
together the elements of university politics, high stake businesses and electoral politics on one table leaving the 
readers hooked, waiting for the secrets to unfold. 








ME REAR VIEW 


BEING UN-FAIR 


Mirror-mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them all? 


PPOSSSSOPCSSOSAEEHH LODO YS OSSD ORSSCSOTSESSSASAESTOHAESDEOEE PORE OSEOTETESSCOD0OODSECECESEECODECOKECODORDSCSDELSHUOR NA EEOO Aap esse_neos 


he crowning of Nina Davuluri as 
Miss America 2013 spawned a 
flamboyant razzmatazz over 
social media recently as Twitter 
brandished a slew of racist remarks 
shot at her. The micro blogging site 
posted a shocking revelation of 
comments made by Indians and 
Indian Americans stating Nina 
Davuluri was too dark-skinned to 
win any pageants in South Asia. 
Indias obsession with fair skin is 

not a novel phenomenon. It dates back to 
medieval ages when queens were bathed in 


milk and honey to lighten their skin tone. To 


this day families seeking a bride for their son "The solution of skin whitening products, spending more 
look for a woman with fair skin. Although Was transient, money on them than on Coca-Cola. As 
Indians are not as light skinned as Europeans for no one the numbers kept surging in the frenzied 
or nae owing " the EPORVIPMIEN who used it world of fairness fanatics, some made ii 
location of the subcontinent (which is why way out and vehemently protested against - 
acceptance of a brownish skin tone should became a snow this colour bias. 

have been obvious), yet quite surprisingly as a white sooner The Dark is Beautiful campaign 
nation we condemn those with darker skin. For or later." waged a war against fairness with the 


us, fair is equal to prettiness. 
The year 1978 was revolutionary in terms 

of providing a solution to those with a dark skin. From 
being rejected as prospective brides to being confined to 
their rooms, suddenly these dark-hued, fettered women 
were made to believe that there was something they could 
do about their skin colour. Hindustan Unilever (HUL) 
launched Fair and Lovely. However, the solution was 
transient, for no one who used it became a snow white 
sooner or later. Nevertheless, Fair and Lovely’s impact 
was gigantic to the extent that by 2013 HUL launched a 
variety of lotions and moisturizers under the same brand. 
What's more, while earlier fair skin was considered to be 
a preserve of women, today the metrosexual man is not 
lagging behind in the league for lighter skin. With Fair and 
Lovely comes Fair and Handsome, an elixir of fairness for 
swarthy men. 


By and large, the Indian market is dominated by 
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fairness creams today. Almost every 


cosmetic brand in India has 
introduced a fairness cream 
that fights pigmentation 

and lightens skin tone. 


Numerous TV Commercials 
are endorsing stereotypes, 
depicting fairness as the key 
to success. According to a 


survey done by Business Toda 






in 2011 the market for fairness 

creams and bleaches generated 
revenue worth 2000 crores of rupees 
in the same year. Reportedly, the year 2012 


witnessed Indians consuming 233 tonnes 


dusky actress Nandita Das as the face of 

the campaign. With a slogan that shouts 
out ‘Stay un-fair, stay beautiful the campaign aims at 
alleviating colour-bias in our country, making people 
believe that being beautiful has nothing to do with the 
colour of skin. Though the campaign has managed to 
create awareness, it still remains a spark compared to the 
raging fire of fairness-obsession. 

Surprisingly, Indians have been victims of the colour- 
bias under the British regime yet today they seem oblivious 
to the indignities suffered by our ancestors. It is deplorable 
to witness that such narrow mindedness still persists after 
66 years of independence. Today India is making its bid 
të “tand among the developed nations of the world but 
development is not just about double digit growth rate, 
it is also about progressive thinking. Like Nina Davuluri 
says, we have to ‘rise above that’ for theres much more to 


life than the colour of skin. 8 
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